
Iconic Neptune Diner Closes in Astoria Amid NYC Greasy Spoon Decline

Description

Yet another legendary New York City diner has bid farewell to its loyal patrons. Neptune Diner, nestled in
the vibrant neighborhood of Astoria, Queens, recently served its final dishes of delectable eggs and fluffy
pancakes, marking the end of a storied chapter in the city's culinary history. Established in the early 1980s,
this incarnation of the diner resided in a quaint building that boasted a red-tiled roof and elegant stone
facade, a relic from the swinging sixties.

Regrettably, Neptune Diner, a cherished family-run establishment, was unable to secure the renewal of its
lease, as the property is slated for a new residential development. Despite this somber turn of events,
throngs of devoted customers flocked to the diner one last time, savoring its classic offerings and some
opting for additional orders to take home as mementos.

The closure of Neptune Diner further accentuates the dwindling presence of traditional diners across New
York City, a trend that has only gathered momentum in recent years. The pandemic-induced restrictions on
indoor dining have only exacerbated this decline, resulting in the shuttering of beloved institutions such as
Good Stuff Diner in Chelsea.

A poignant piece published in The New York Times in 2016 revealed a staggering 50% decrease in the
number of diners in the city over the preceding two decades. Once a steadfast 24/7 operation, Neptune had
to adjust its hours to 7 a.m. to midnight since the onset of the pandemic, a bittersweet testament to
changing times.

Local resident Sabrina Karpe, who made her inaugural visit to Neptune Diner on its closing day, wistfully
reflected on the vanishing landscape of diners that once peppered the city's streets. She mourned the loss
of these quintessential New York establishments, which have long served as communal hubs and cultural
touchstones for city dwellers.

For Tina and George Graham, long-time residents of Astoria, Neptune Diner held a special significance. Tina
reminisced how she used the diner as a venue for blind dates before fate introduced her to George, turning
the once-familiar booths into cherished memories of courtship and connection.

Neptune Diner's legacy lives on through its sister locations in Bayside, Queens, and Crown Heights,
Brooklyn. While one chapter closes, another continues, ensuring that the spirit of this iconic diner endures in
the hearts of its patrons, past and present.

Vocabulary List:

1. Delectable /dɪˈlɛk.tə.bəl/ (adjective): Delicious and appetizing.
2. Cherished /ˈtʃɛr.ɪʃt/ (adjective): Loved and valued highly.
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3. Regrettably /rɪˈɡrɛt.ə.bli/ (adverb): In a manner that expresses sadness or disappointment.
4. Somber /ˈsɑm.bər/ (adjective): Dark or dull in color or tone; gloomy.
5. Exacerbated /ɪɡˈzæs.ər.beɪ.tɪd/ (verb): Made a problem or bad situation worse.
6. Quintessential /ˌkwɪn.tɪˈsɛn.ʃəl/ (adjective): Representing the most perfect or typical example of a quality or 

class.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Which neighborhood was Neptune Diner located in? 
    Option: Astoria
    Option: Chelsea
    Option: Bayside
    Option: Crown Heights

2. In what decade was Neptune Diner established? 
    Option: 1970s
    Option: 1980s
    Option: 1990s
    Option: 2000s

3. What was one of the popular dishes served at Neptune Diner? 
    Option: Delectable eggs
    Option: Sushi rolls
    Option: Tacos
    Option: Pizza slices

4. Why was Neptune Diner unable to renew its lease? 
    Option: Slated for residential development
    Option: Lack of customers
    Option: Health code violations
    Option: No qualified staff

5. What adjustment did Neptune Diner make to its hours due to the pandemic? 
    Option: From 5 a.m. to 10 p.m.
    Option: From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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    Option: From 7 a.m. to midnight
    Option: From 24/7 to 12 hours

6. Where did Tina and George Graham go for blind dates? 
    Option: Good Stuff Diner
    Option: Crown Heights Brooklyn
    Option: Neptune Diner
    Option: Astoria Queens

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Astoria 2. 1980s 3. Delectable eggs 4. Slated for residential development 5. From 7 a.m. 
to midnight 6. Neptune Diner

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term refers to the degree of variation of financial trading prices? 
    Option: A. Volatility
    Option: B. Compliance
    Option: C. Advocates
    Option: D. Federal

2. What type of factors refer to issues related to politics and international relations? 
    Option: A. Outflows
    Option: B. Geopolitical
    Option: C. Speculators
    Option: D. Decline

3. Which term describes individuals or entities that engage in high-risk financial transactions for potential 
profit? 
    Option: A. Legalization
    Option: B. Speculators
    Option: C. Compliance
    Option: D. Downturn

4. What verb means to give something in order to help achieve or provide something? 
    Option: A. Outflows
    Option: B. Quintessential
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    Option: C. Contribute
    Option: D. Exacerbated

5. Which term refers to a decrease or reduction in something? 
    Option: A. Undocumented
    Option: B. Cherished
    Option: C. Decline
    Option: D. Regrettably

6. What term relates to a system of government in which entities such as states share power with a 
national government? 
    Option: A. Compliance
    Option: B. Federal
    Option: C. Advocates
    Option: D. Volatility

7. What process involves making something lawful in the eyes of the law? 
    Option: A. Speculators
    Option: B. Legalization
    Option: C. Compliance
    Option: D. Undocumented

8. Which term refers to lacking the necessary legal documents or proof? 
    Option: A. Advocates
    Option: B. Downturn
    Option: C. Undocumented
    Option: D. Exacerbated

9. What term indicates conforming to a rule standard law or guideline? 
    Option: A. Decline
    Option: B. Geopolitical
    Option: C. Compliance
    Option: D. Contribute

10. Who are people who publicly support or recommend a particular cause or policy? 
    Option: A. Cherished
    Option: B. Federal
    Option: C. Advocates
    Option: D. Outflows

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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11.  the company had to downsize due to financial constraints. 

12. The mood at the office was  after the announcement of layoffs. 

13. The lack of rain  the already critical water shortage in the region. 

14. The chef prepared a  four-course meal for the guests. 

15. The old photograph was a  memory of a family vacation. 

16. The company experienced significant capital  due to poor investments. 

17. The economic  forced many businesses to close their doors. 

18.  tensions between the countries led to trade disruptions. 

19. The market was highly volatile due to the presence of numerous . 

20. The historic building was considered the  example of Victorian architecture. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Investors were wary of the stock market due to its unpredictable nature.

22. The company's profits began to fall steadily over the past fiscal year.

23. Her innovative ideas greatly to the success of the project.

24. The organization faced challenges in verifying the identities of individuals.

25. All employees are required to adhere to the company's code of conduct in order to ensure with
regulations.

26. The government's decision to consider the of certain substances sparked a heated debate.

27. Environmental are pushing for stricter policies to protect endangered species.

28. the project was delayed due to unforeseen circumstances.

29. The family heirloom was for generations and held sentimental value.
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30. The atmosphere was as they gathered to pay their respects at the funeral.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. A. Volatility 2. B. Geopolitical 3. B. Speculators 4. C. Contribute 5. C. Decline 6. B. Federal
7. B. Legalization 8. C. Undocumented 9. C. Compliance 10. C. Advocates
Gap-Fill: 11. Regrettably 12. Somber 13. Exacerbated 14. Delectable 15. Cherished 16. Outflows 17. 
Downturn 18. Geopolitical 19. Speculators 20. Quintessential
Matching sentence: 1. Volatility 2. Decline 3. Contribute 4. Undocumented 5. Compliance 6. Legalization
7. Advocates 8. Regrettably 9. Cherished 10. Somber
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