
iPhone 16 Pro: A Mix of Excitement and Letdowns

Description

Update September 22, incorporating insights into Apple’s iPhone 16 Pro marketing strategy.

The Apple community anticipates the arrival of the newest iPhone hardware, boasting unparalleled
specifications, a tactile user interface centered on the camera, and the transformative capabilities of
artificial intelligence. While these features are undeniably compelling, they are shadowed by an underlying
sense of disappointment.

Update: Sunday September 22: In the writing for the Power On newsletter, Mark Gurman 
elucidates the ramifications of the protracted rollout of Apple Intelligence, aimed for a staggered 
release schedule over the forthcoming six months: iOS 18.1 in October, 18.2 in December, and 
18.3 in March.

This protracted timeline sharply contrasts with the high expectations set forth by Tim Cook and his team
during the iPhone launch, compounded by an advertising campaign that promises revolutionary
advancements:

"Apple claims that the iPhone 16 is the inaugural model 'crafted from the ground up for Apple Intelligence.'
However, the truth reveals that the hardware enhancements do not significantly elevate AI performance.
The pivotal factor is the inclusion of 8 gigabytes of memory, the bare minimum requisite for operating Apple
Intelligence."

Power users anticipating substantial software features and hardware upgrades are predominantly owners of
last year’s iPhone 15 Pro or 15 Pro Max. While Apple will likely witness auto-upgrades from numerous
customers—enticed by its annual 'new iPhone' initiative or loyalty—they may be disillusioned, considering
the incremental nature of the iPhone 16 Pro.

While specifications exceed those of the iPhone 15 predecessors, they do not represent a formidable leap
forward. The A18 Pro chipset demonstrates improved speed over the already competent A17 Pro.
Enhancements in memory support forthcoming AI tools alongside extended battery life during video
playback.

These advancements, though significant, seem more aligned with prevailing industry trends rather than
groundbreaking innovation. As the sole manufacturer of iPhones, consumers seeking notable upgrades are
left with no option but to embrace these iterative enhancements.

However, an area of commendable innovation emerges with the expansion of button features.

Building on the introduction of the programmable Action Button in the iPhone 15 series, Apple 
has intensified its focus on button functionality. The Action Button is now standard across all 
four iPhone 16 models, complemented by an additional capacitive Camera Control button. This 
button not only serves as a shutter mechanism, but also offers an array of customizable 
functions—exposure and depth of field controls, photographic filters, zoom features, and 
seamless transitions between photography and videography modes—merely a finger’s touch 
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away.

David Phelan, a contributor for Forbes, identifies this enhancement as a potential game-changer for
photography enthusiasts:

"While a learning curve exists, it is both manageable and rewarding. The resulting outputs are
exceptional—this is undoubtedly the finest method to capture both video and still images on an iPhone, with
ergonomics finely tuned and rapid responsiveness from the control itself."

Nevertheless, as one contemplates the singular significance of this upgrade, one must ask: Does the
addition of a solitary button suffice to constitute a lavish feast?

Moreover, one cannot overlook the prevailing force transforming the smartphone landscape: 
generative artificial intelligence.

Characterized as the first family engineered for Apple Intelligence, the iPhone 16 series has emerged amidst
the prominent launch of Google’s Pixel 8 and Pixel 8 Pro in October 2023, which heralded the advent of
generative AI in smartphones. Following this, the second generation of the software was unveiled in August
2024.

Despite this burgeoning technological revolution, Apple’s generative AI—clumsily acronymed as Apple
Intelligence—has been only partially revealed to the public. Initial demonstrations were conducted at the
Worldwide Developers Conference in June, followed by presentations during the launch of the iPhone 16
family. Yet, consumers await its actual deployment.

Anticipation builds for generative AI capabilities to find their way into iOS via the v18.1 update in October,
with iconic features like ChatGPT slated for December, and the full suite of functionalities, akin to those
already accessible on Android platforms, expected by March 2025.

This timeline indicates that while Android users will have benefitted from the inaugural iteration of
generative AI, as well as an updated second generation, iPhone enthusiasts will remain on the sidelines until
Spring of the following year.

Even the most fervent apologists for Apple's delayed entry into the generative AI arena would find it
challenging to dismiss this disconcerting gap; it underscores a struggle to maintain relevance against
advancing technological tides.

AI is redefining the smartphone landscape, with Apple promising that Apple Intelligence will 
mark a transformative period upon its eventual release. For the present, evaluating whether Tim 
Cook and his team's predictions hold merit remains an elusive endeavor.

The introduction of the Camera Control button enhances the photography experience, yet it is crucial to
acknowledge that the software underlying this feature is still incomplete, with essential functionalities—such
as half-press focus lock—expected in future updates, though a timeline has not been disclosed.

Ultimately, the continuous elevation of specifications in minute increments yields marginal improvements in
battery longevity, display brightness, processing speed, and memory capacity. While one can appreciate
moments of innovation and the enticing draw of the Apple brand, the iPhone 16 Pro—and indeed the entire
iPhone 16 lineup—ultimately proves to be an exercise in iterative refinement rather than a revolutionary
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leap forward.

Vocabulary List:

1. Protracted /prəʊˈtræktɪd/ (adjective): Lasting for a long time or longer than expected.
2. Compelling /kəmˈpɛlɪŋ/ (adjective): Evoking interest attention or admiration in a powerful way.
3. Transformative /trænsˈfɔːmətɪv/ (adjective): Causing a marked change in someone or something.
4. Incremental /ˌɪn.krəˈmen.təl/ (adjective): Relating to or denoting an increase or addition especially one of a 

series.
5. Ergonomics /ˌɜːrɡəˈnɑːmɪks/ (noun): The science of designing equipment and devices that fit the human body its 

movements and its cognitive abilities.
6. Capacitive /kəˈpæsɪtɪv/ (adjective): Relating to the ability of a system to detect touch or movement.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the key feature of the newest iPhone hardware according to the text? 
    Option: A. Unparalleled specifications
    Option: B. Tactile user interface centered on the camera
    Option: C. Transformative capabilities of artificial intelligence
    Option: D. All of the above

2. What update is scheduled for iOS in December, as mentioned in the text? 
    Option: A. 18.1
    Option: B. 18.2
    Option: C. 18.3
    Option: D. 17.9

3. What is the distinguishable feature of the iPhone 16 models in terms of button functionality? 
    Option: A. Action Button
    Option: B. Camera Control button
    Option: C. Scroll wheel
    Option: D. Touch ID
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4. Which generation of generative AI software was unveiled in August 2024? 
    Option: A. First generation
    Option: B. Second generation
    Option: C. Third generation
    Option: D. Fourth generation

5. What feature is still incomplete in the software underlying the Camera Control button? 
    Option: A. Exposure controls
    Option: B. Half-press focus lock
    Option: C. Zoom features
    Option: D. Rapid responsiveness

6. Which timeline indicates the expected full suite of functionalities for iOS? 
    Option: A. October 2024
    Option: B. December 2024
    Option: C. March 2025
    Option: D. June 2025

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. D. All of the above 2. B. 18.2 3. B. Camera Control button 4. B. Second generation 5. B. 
Half-press focus lock 6. C. March 2025

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which of the following words means drawn out in time or having a long duration? 
    Option: Compelling
    Option: Incremental
    Option: Protracted
    Option: Orchestrating

2. What term refers to the study of people's efficiency in their working environment? 
    Option: Capacitive
    Option: Ergonomics
    Option: Adaptation
    Option: Diversity
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3. Which word means spreading throughout something? 
    Option: Submerged
    Option: Rebreathing
    Option: Permeating
    Option: Emollient

4. Which term is related to or connected with the sense of smell? 
    Option: Physiological
    Option: Olfactory
    Option: Compelling
    Option: Capacitive

5. What is the financial support provided for a project or activity called? 
    Option: Challenges
    Option: Initiatives
    Option: Priorities
    Option: Funding

6. Which term describes causing a marked change in someone or something? 
    Option: Robust
    Option: Transformative
    Option: Intricate
    Option: Rebreathing

7. What are restrictions or limitations that affect a situation or action? 
    Option: Eschewed
    Option: Constraints
    Option: Diversity
    Option: Challenges

8. Which term means relating to or denoting an increase or addition? 
    Option: Incremental
    Option: Synthesize
    Option: Adaptation
    Option: Robust

9. What are difficulties or problems that arise during a task or activity? 
    Option: Challenges
    Option: Funding
    Option: Initiatives
    Option: Priorities
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10. Which term refers to things that are regarded as more important than others? 
    Option: Priorities
    Option: Ergonomics
    Option: Capacitive
    Option: Orchestrating

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The film had a  storyline that kept the audience engaged. 

12. The company launched several new  to improve sustainability. 

13. The team made  to their strategy in light of the new information. 

14. Proper  can prevent musculoskeletal issues in the workplace. 

15. The organization values  in its workforce. 

16. The software has a  security system to protect user data. 

17. She was responsible for  the entire event. 

18. The artist  traditional painting techniques in favor of a more modern style. 

19. Scientists aim to  data from various experiments to draw conclusions. 

20. The sunken ship remains  beneath the ocean surface. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The touchscreen technology relies on the user's electrical properties to function properly.

22. The artist spent weeks creating the detailed and complex design.

23. Researchers combine the findings from multiple studies to create a comprehensive review.

24. The speaker delivered a speech that captivated the audience and left them wanting more.

25. The educational program had a profound impact on the students changing their perspectives.
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26. The lotion contained soothing and moisturizing ingredients to soften the skin.

27. The study focused on the body's natural functions and processes under different conditions.

28. The project manager coordinated the efforts of various teams to ensure timely completion.

29. The aroma of freshly baked cookies spread throughout the house.

30. The company made small incremental changes to its products to improve customer satisfaction.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Protracted 2. Ergonomics 3. Permeating 4. Olfactory 5. Funding 6. Transformative
7. Constraints 8. Incremental 9. Challenges 10. Priorities
Gap-Fill: 11. Compelling 12. Initiatives 13. Adaptation 14. Ergonomics 15. Diversity 16. Robust 17. 
Orchestrating 18. Eschewed 19. Synthesize 20. Submerged
Matching sentence: 1. Capacitive 2. Intricate 3. Synthesize 4. Compelling 5. Transformative 6. Emollient
7. Physiological 8. Orchestrating 9. Permeating 10. Incremental
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