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Iran Conflict May Offer Unexpected Benefits for Global Economy
Description

The ongoing war in Iran has significant implications for the global economy, especially concerning energy
supply chains. Despite the immediate human suffering and economic damage caused by the conflict,
experts suggest that it may ultimately lead to beneficial changes in how the world accesses energy.

The war has highlighted vulnerabilities in the current energy supply chain, particularly due to Iran's ability to
disrupt a critical maritime route for oil distribution. This disruption could encourage nations to diversify their
energy sources, thereby reducing dependency on the Strait of Hormuz. By doing so, global energy security
might improve, and prices could stabilise.

Changes may include the possible dissolution of OPEC, which could lead to lower oil and gas prices. Many
countries might invest in alternative pipeline routes that bypass the strait entirely, supporting a transition
towards renewable energy sources. Economists argue that these shifts could counterbalance some of the
negative impacts of the war.

Yet, the future remains uncertain. Some analysts are cautious, warning that the next Iranian government
could become more aggressive, further complicating international relations. Moreover, while some countries
may benefit from diversifying their energy sources, others, particularly those reliant on oil production, could
face economic challenges.

There is a possibility that this conflict might accelerate movements toward renewables, especially as global
energy demand grows. Nevertheless, the outcomes of these changes will depend on various factors,
including geopolitical developments and market reactions in the coming years.

Vocabulary List:

. implications //,impli'keifanz// (noun): possible effects or results for people or systems
. supply //sa'pla1// (noun): the amount of something available for people
. maritime //'maeritaim// (adjective): related to the sea or ships and sailing
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4. diversify //da1'v3sifai// (verb): to use more different types or options
5. stabilise //'steibs,laiz// (verb): to become steady and not change much
6

. geopolitical //,dzi:ovpa'litikal// (adjective): about how countries deal with power and borders

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What does the ongoing war in Iran primarily affect?

Option: Global technology supply chains
Option: Global energy supply chains
Option: Global food supply chains
Option: Global shipping routes

2. What could the conflict potentially lead to regarding OPEC?

Option: The strengthening of OPEC
Option: The possible dissolution of OPEC
Option: No changes to OPEC

Option: The formation of a new OPEC

3. What could happen to oil prices as a result of changes in the energy supply chain?

Option: Prices could increase

Option: Prices could stabilize

Option: Prices could become more volatile
Option: Prices could remain the same

4. What might countries invest in to reduce dependence on the Strait of Hormuz?

Option: More oil fields

Option: Renewable energy sources
Option: Alternative pipeline routes
Option: Nuclear energy

5. What is one of the potential benefits of the war according to experts?

Option: Increased global oil dependency
Option: Diversification of energy sources
Option: Higher gas prices

Option: Reduced energy security

6. What do economists predict might counterbalance some negative impacts of the war?

Option: Continued oil production

Option: Shifts toward renewables

Option: Stagnation of energy markets
Option: Increase in global demand for coal
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True-False

7. The conflict in Iran has had no effect on global energy supply chains.

8. Experts believe the war may result in beneficial changes for how the world accesses energy.

9. The war has reinforced the need for countries to depend solely on traditional oil routes.

10. Some analysts warn that future Iranian governments could become more aggressive due to the conflict.

11. There is certainty about how global energy markets will react in the future.

12. Countries reliant on oil production are likely to face economic challenges due to energy diversification.

Gap-Fill

13. The ongoing war in Iran has significant implications for the global economy, especially concerning
energy supply chains. Despite the immediate human suffering and economic damage caused by the

conflict, experts suggest that it may ultimately lead to beneficial changes in how the world accesses energy

14. This disruption could encourage nations to diversify their energy sources, thereby reducing dependency

on the of Hormuz.
15. Many countries might invest in alternative pipeline routes that the strait
entirely.
16. Economists argue that these shifts could counterbalance some of the impacts
of the war.
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17. There is a possibility that this conflict might accelerate movements toward
, especially as global energy demand grows.
18. The outcomes of these changes will depend on various factors, including

developments and market reactions in the coming years.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Global energy supply chains 2. The possible dissolution of OPEC 3. Prices could stabilize
4. Alternative pipeline routes 5. Diversification of energy sources 6. Shifts toward renewables

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. supply chains 14. Strait 15. bypass 16. negative 17. renewables 18. geopolitical
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