
James Bond, Amazon’s Rise, and Nolan’s Snub: Industry Shifts

Description

In late January 2024, Barbara Broccoli graced the Atlantic Theater in New York to witness a performance of
her stage musical, “Buena Vista Social Club.” The esteemed producer of the James Bond franchise was
accompanied by several eminent executives from Amazon MGM Studios—Jennifer Salke, Courtenay Valenti,
and Julie Rapaport—culminating in an evening characterized by both conviviality and professional discourse.
For an extended period, Salke's superior, Mike Hopkins, had orchestrated deliberations with Broccoli
concerning the future trajectory of Bond within Amazon’s ambit, following its acquisition of MGM for an
estimated $8.5 billion in 2022. However, reports indicate that Broccoli departed this meeting uninspired by
Salke, a veteran of television, and returned to her residence in London, soon after initiating negotiations
regarding the relinquishment of creative control over what is perceived as a prime, untapped intellectual
property, akin to the stature of Lucasfilm, Marvel, and DC. (Amazon refrained from comment, while Eon did
not respond to inquiries.)

Following a protracted year of contentious negotiations, Amazon is poised to exert comprehensive control
over the storied franchise, which has yielded 25 films featuring Agent 007, yet whose potential in television,
merchandising, spin-offs, and an interconnected cinematic universe has largely remained dormant. (The
agreement awaits regulatory approval in both the U.S. and the U.K., anticipated within this year.) Amazon’s
executive chairman, Jeff Bezos, who endorsed this intricate transaction, is particularly keen on how the tech
titan can usher Bond into the digital era.

“Owning a Ferrari while lacking control over its operation is undeniably vexing,” asserts former Amazon
Studios chief Roy Price. “The Broccolis have exemplified unparalleled craftsmanship in character
management. Yet, amid today's multifaceted entertainment landscape, it is logical for Amazon to assume a
more proactive role in shaping its destiny.”

Historically, Broccoli and her half-brother, Michael Wilson, have hesitated to fully harness the immense
potential encapsulated within Ian Fleming’s spy novels, often finding themselves at odds with one another.
Their conservative approach to the franchise's exposure seems prudent in light of audience fatigue
stemming from the overwhelming dominance of mega-brands like Disney’s Marvel and Lucasfilm.

Nevertheless, some critics contend that Broccoli's reticence and excessive control have hindered Bond’s
evolution. Reports indicate that Christopher Nolan expressed interest in directing a Bond installment post-
“Tenet,” but Broccoli stipulated that no director would enjoy final cut authority while Bond remained under
her governance. Consequently, Nolan chose to helm “Oppenheimer,” which subsequently achieved nearly
$1 billion in box office revenues and garnered the Academy Award for Best Picture.

The Broccolis’ cautious stewardship is explicable; navigating the complexities of Bond’s character is
inherently challenging. Conceived during the Cold War era, the debonair figure must be modernized
delicately, lest one risk alienating core fans or diluting the quintessential elements that define the character.

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 1
www.esl-news.com



Vocabulary List:

1. Conviviality /kənˌvɪv.iˈæl.ɪ.ti/ (noun): The quality of being friendly and lively.
2. Ambit /ˈæm.bɪt/ (noun): The area or range of activity influence or concern.
3. Proactive /proʊˈæk.tɪv/ (adjective): Creating or controlling a situation rather than just responding to it after it 

has happened.
4. Reticence /ˈrɛt.ɪ.səns/ (noun): The quality of being reserved in terms of speaking freely.
5. Stewardship /ˈstjuːərdʃɪp/ (noun): The job of supervising or taking care of something.
6. Prudence /ˈpruː.dəns/ (noun): The quality of being cautious and avoiding unnecessary risks.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who is the esteemed producer of the James Bond franchise mentioned in the text? 
    Option: Jennifer Salke
    Option: Julie Rapaport
    Option: Courtenay Valenti
    Option: Barbara Broccoli

2. Which tech titan is particularly keen on ushering Bond into the digital era? 
    Option: Jeff Bezos
    Option: Mike Hopkins
    Option: Roy Price
    Option: Michael Wilson

3. Who is quoted as saying “Owning a Ferrari while lacking control over its operation is undeniably vexing”? 
    Option: Roy Price
    Option: Barbara Broccoli
    Option: Jennifer Salke
    Option: Courtenay Valenti

4. Who is reported to have expressed interest in directing a Bond installment post-“Tenet”? 
    Option: Christopher Nolan
    Option: Barbara Broccoli
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    Option: Michael Wilson
    Option: Jeff Bezos

5. In which era was the character of James Bond conceived? 
    Option: Cold War era
    Option: World War II era
    Option: Vietnam War era
    Option: Digital Age era

6. Who has exemplified unparalleled craftsmanship in character management according to Roy Price? 
    Option: The Broccolis
    Option: Christopher Nolan
    Option: Jeff Bezos
    Option: Michael Wilson

True-False

7. Barbara Broccoli was inspired by Jennifer Salke during their meeting at the Atlantic Theater. 

8. Amazon is anticipated to have comprehensive control over the James Bond franchise. 

9. Christopher Nolan directed a Bond installment post-"Tenet." 

10. Barbara Broccoli and Michael Wilson have always been in agreement about fully harnessing the 
potential of Ian Fleming’s spy novels. 

11. Barbara Broccoli permitted directors to have final cut authority over Bond films. 

12. The character of James Bond must be delicately modernized to avoid alienating core fans. 

Gap-Fill

13. Barbara Broccoli departed the meeting uninspired by Jennifer Salke and soon initiated negotiations 

regarding the relinquishment of creative control over the Bond franchise to . 
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14. The fueling of audience fatigue is attributed to the overwhelming dominance of mega-brands like 

 and Lucasfilm. 

15. Navigating the complexities of Bond’s character in today’s entertainment landscape is described as 

inherently . 

16. Reports indicate that the Broccolis’ cautious stewardship and excessive control have hindered Bond’s 

. 

17. Christopher Nolan chose to helm “Oppenheimer,” which achieved nearly $1 billion in box office 

revenues and garnered the Academy Award for . 

18. The future trajectory of Bond within Amazon’s ambit has been under deliberations since Amazon’s 

acquisition of MGM for an estimated  billion in 2022. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Barbara Broccoli 2. Jeff Bezos 3. Roy Price 4. Christopher Nolan 5. Cold War era 6. The 
Broccolis
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. Amazon 14. Disney’s Marvel 15. challenging 16. evolution 17. Best Picture 18. 8.5

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which of the following terms best describes actions that seek to undermine an established system or 
institution? 
    Option: Authenticity
    Option: Corroborated
    Option: Subversive
    Option: Prudence

2. Which adverb is used to imply that something has been stated without proof or is unconfirmed? 
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    Option: Grief
    Option: Allegedly
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Dismissed

3. Which term describes something that involves risk or danger? 
    Option: Hazardous
    Option: Fetish
    Option: Exigencies
    Option: Intrusive

4. What are false statements or invented information known as? 
    Option: Circumstances
    Option: Fabrications
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Ambiguous

5. Which term refers to the cautious handling of practical matters? 
    Option: Acrimonious
    Option: Prudence
    Option: Stewardship
    Option: Foray

6. What term is used to describe something that is open to more than one interpretation? 
    Option: Egregious
    Option: Ambiguous
    Option: Unfounded
    Option: Dismissed

7. Which term describes the quality of being genuine or real? 
    Option: Allegedly
    Option: Exigencies
    Option: Authenticity
    Option: Subpoena

8. What is the term for the quality of being reserved or uncommunicative in speech? 
    Option: Acrimonious
    Option: Reticence
    Option: Conviviality
    Option: Fabrications

9. Which term refers to the conditions or facts that are relevant to an event or action? 
    Option: Circumstances
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    Option: Foray
    Option: Allegedly
    Option: Dismissed

10. Which term describes a sudden or irregular attack or raid into enemy territory? 
    Option: Exigencies
    Option: Foray
    Option: Dismissed
    Option: Egregious

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. To avoid or  something is to deliberately keep away from it. 

12. The  event marked the beginning of a series of annual conferences. 

13. The festive atmosphere promoted a sense of warmth and  among the guests. 

14. The company's  error resulted in significant financial losses. 

15. The suspect was  involved in the robbery although no concrete evidence was 

found. 

16. The  questions invaded her privacy and made her uncomfortable. 

17. The team had to adapt quickly to meet the  of the new project deadline. 

18. The email contained an attachment with additional information that was not mentioned in the 

. 

19. She saw her role as a leader as a form of  ensuring the well-being of her team. 

20. The judge  the case due to lack of evidence. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The sense of deep overwhelmed her after the loss of her beloved pet.

22. A legal document requiring someone to appear in court as a witness is known as a .
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23. The project's scope extended beyond the initial set by the team.

24. The settlement talks ended in an dispute between the two parties.

25. Taking the approach she addressed potential issues before they became problems.

26. The organization focused on accurate information to the public through various channels.

27. The claims made against him were completely lacking any basis in truth.

28. The company's expansion into new markets marked its initial outside of its home region.

29. The mastermind behind the elaborate scheme was finally apprehended by the authorities.

30. His dedication to the environment exemplified his belief in responsible of natural resources.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Subversive 2. Allegedly 3. Hazardous 4. Fabrications 5. Prudence 6. Ambiguous
7. Authenticity 8. Reticence 9. Circumstances 10. Foray
Gap-Fill: 11. eschew 12. inaugural 13. conviviality 14. egregious 15. allegedly 16. intrusive 17. exigencies
18. correspondence 19. stewardship 20. dismissed
Matching sentence: 1. grief 2. subpoena 3. ambit 4. acrimonious 5. proactive 6. disseminating 7. unfounded
8. foray 9. alleged 10. stewardship
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