ESL-NEWS
y www.esl-news.com

Jeff Baena, Filmmaker and Aubrey Plaza’s Husband, Passes Away at 47

Description

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jeff Baena, an acclaimed writer-director renowned for his darkly comedic independent
films such as “The Little Hours,” has passed away. He was 47 years old. His untimely death was reported on
Friday morning at a residence in Los Angeles, as confirmed by the Los Angeles County Medical Examiner’s
Office. The specific circumstances surrounding his death remain ambiguous, with further investigation
underway; a comprehensive report is anticipated only after the investigation concludes.

Baena's contributions to cinema include co-writing David O. Russell’s critically praised film “l Heart
Huckabees” in 2004. He subsequently wrote and directed five feature films, four of which debuted at the
prestigious Sundance Film Festival. His relationship with actress Aubrey Plaza began three years prior to her
performance in his 2014 directorial debut, the zombie comedy “Life After Beth.” His subsequent film,
“Joshy” (2016), poighantly explores the themes of loss and companionship through the story of a man,
portrayed by Thomas Middleditch, reuniting with friends after his fiancée’'s tragic suicide.

Born to an attorney and a teacher in Miami, Baena pursued formal education in film at New York University.
In a 2017 interview with podcaster Marc Maron, he recounted how his passion for cinema was ignited by
viewing Stanley Kubrick’s “A Clockwork Orange” and Federico Fellini’s “8 1/2” during his childhood. “I was
always drawn to left-of-center things,” he remarked in a 2021 interview with Jim Alexander for the Reel
Talker YouTube channel.

Baena expressed his profound appreciation for working alongside Plaza, who featured in four of his five
films. Plaza, celebrated for her role as April Ludgate on “Parks and Recreation” and nominated for an Emmy
for her performance in “The White Lotus,” married Baena in 2021. He described their creative partnership
as a rare and fulfilling opportunity, highlighting her exceptional talent. A representative confirmed that, in
addition to Plaza, Baena is survived by his mother, Barbara Stern, stepfather Roger Stern, father Scott
Baena, stepmother Michele Baena, brother Brad Baena, and stepsiblings Bianca Gabay and Jed Fluxman.
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Vocabulary List:

Acclaimed /a'klermd/ (adjective): Regarded with great respect or admiration; praised.

Untimely /an'taimli/ (adjective): Occurring at an unsuitable or inappropriate time.

Ambiguous /eem'bigjuss/ (adjective): Open to more than one interpretation; not having one obvious meaning.
Pursued /par'sju:d/ (verb): Followed with the intent to capture or achieve.

Reuniting / ri:.ju:'na1.tin/ (verb): To come together again after a period of separation.
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Profound /pra'favnd/ (adjective): Having deep meaning or significance; intense.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. Which term refers to the act of being occupied or involved with something?

Option: A) Intrigue
Option: B) Engagement
Option: C) Devastating
Option: D) Resilience

2. What word describes the level of strength or concentration of something?
Option: A) Unwavering
Option: B) Impacting
Option: C) Complexity
Option: D) Intensity

3. Which term is used to describe a time of intense difficulty or danger?
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Option: A) Postponed
Option: B) Epitomizes
Option: C) Crisis
Option: D) Pursued

4. Which word means causing great damage or destruction?

Option: A) Congrue
Option: B) Divulge
Option: C) Devastating
Option: D) Trepidation

5. What term is used to describe something causing a marked change or improvement?

Option: A) Acclaimed
Option: B) Transformative
Option: C) Untimely
Option: D) Allegations

6. Which word refers to something having a double meaning or unclear nature?

Option: A) Retaliatory
Option: B) Ambiguous
Option: C) Litigation
Option: D) Untimely

7. What term describes demands or requests for something one believes is due?
Option: A) Reuniting
Option: B) Allegations
Option: C) Claims
Option: D) Countermeasures

8. What word means steady or constant and not wavering in determination?
Option: A) Profound
Option: B) Unwavering
Option: C) Nuanced
Option: D) Impacting

9. Which term refers to something characterized by subtle differences or nuances?

Option: A) Implicated
Option: B) Nuanced
Option: C) Retaliatory
Option: D) Complex

10. What word describes the act of coming together or being brought back together?

Option: A) Impacting
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Option: B) Profound
Option: C) Reuniting
Option: D) Litigation

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The of the decision were far-reaching and affected many areas of the
company.
12. To address the security breach the company implemented various to prevent

future incidents.

13. The dispute between the two parties ended up in lasting for years.

14. The confidential information was mistakenly during the press conference.

15. Due to unforeseen circumstances the event had to be subject to a

16. The artist's latest work was widely for its creativity and originality.

17. The politician strongly denied the of corruption against him.

18. The decision had severe that impacted the entire industry.

19. The employees experienced a sense of as rumors of layoffs spread through
the office.

20. The of the situation required a comprehensive approach to find a solution.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The media engaged in wild about the reasons behind the sudden resignation of the CEO.

22. The of their opinions on the matter led to a more successful collaboration.

23. The community demonstrated remarkable in coming together after the natural disaster.
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24,

His dedication to the cause his unwavering commitment to making a difference.

25.

The sudden loss of the key team member was an setback for the project.

26.

The new software showed great in streamlining the company's processes.

27.

It is inappropriate to confidential information to unauthorized individuals.

28.

The evidence found at the scene strongly the suspect in the crime.

29.

The cybersecurity team implemented various to protect the company's sensitive data.

30.

The speaker's words had a impact on the audience leaving them deeply moved.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. B) Engagement 2. D) Intensity 3. C) Crisis 4. C) Devastating 5. B) Transformative

6. B) Ambiguous 7. C) Claims 8. B) Unwavering 9. B) Nuanced 10. C) Reuniting

Gap-Fill: 11. implications 12. countermeasures 13. litigation 14. divulged 15. postponement 16. acclaimed
17. allegations 18. repercussions 19. trepidation 20. complexity

Matching sentence: 1. speculation 2. congruence 3. resilience 4. epitomizes 5. untimely 6. capability 7.
divulge 8. implicated 9. countermeasures 10. profound
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