
John Lennon: Insights from His Last Interview

Description

There are two significant moments in Steven Soderbergh’s documentary, “John Lennon: The Last Interview,”
which reflect the complexities of John Lennon’s character. The first occurs early in the film when Lennon
discusses his song “(Just Like) Starting Over.” This interview was Lennon’s last media conversation, taking
place on December 8, 1980, the day he was murdered. Hours before this tragedy, Lennon and his partner
Yoko Ono spoke with a small radio crew from KFRC in San Francisco. This was the only radio interview he
gave to promote “Double Fantasy,” his comeback album released three weeks earlier.

Lennon describes the song as a celebration of his relationship with Yoko after experiencing difficult times.
The lyrics convey joy but also a sense of reflection on their struggles. He explains that the song carries a
broader message, addressing the divide between men and women in society, a theme influenced by the rise
of feminism. Lennon hoped his message of reconciliation would resonate with both genders.

The second moment reveals a more complex side of Lennon. “Double Fantasy” marked his return to music
after a five-year break dedicated to family life. During this time, he became a "househusband," a role that
was novel in the 1970s, focusing on raising his son, Sean. However, while he described this experience
positively, it is evident that he relied on a nanny, raising questions about his portrayal of fatherhood.

Soderbergh’s documentary brings forth a vivid picture of Lennon at the height of his happiness, yet it
reveals a side of him that some may find overly idealistic. The film serves as a poignant reminder of his life
and the potential he had for the future. Lennon expressed a desire to perform live again, highlighting his
readiness to return to the music scene. Ultimately, “The Last Interview” illustrates a vision of what Lennon
might have achieved had his life not been cut short.

Vocabulary List:

1. documentary //ˌdɑkjəˈmɛntəri// (noun): a film about real events or people
2. comeback //ˈkʌmbæk// (noun): a return to success or public activity
3. convey //kənˈveɪ// (verb): to make feelings or ideas known to others
4. feminism //ˈfɛmənɪzəm// (noun): belief in equal rights for women
5. househusband //ˈhaʊsˌhʌzbənd// (noun): a man who stays home to care for family
6. poignant //ˈpɔɪnjənt// (adjective): causing a strong, sad, or emotional feeling

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What is the title of Steven Soderbergh’s documentary about John Lennon? 
    Option: John Lennon: The Final Years
    Option: John Lennon: The Last Interview
    Option: John Lennon: A Life in Music
    Option: John Lennon: The Lost Tapes

2. When did John Lennon have his last media conversation? 
    Option: December 7, 1980
    Option: December 8, 1980
    Option: November 30, 1980
    Option: January 1, 1981

3. What was the purpose of Lennon’s last interview? 
    Option: To promote a new film
    Option: To discuss his family life
    Option: To promote his comeback album, 'Double Fantasy'
    Option: To announce a world tour

4. What role did John Lennon take on during his five-year break from music? 
    Option: Musical producer
    Option: Househusband
    Option: Tour manager
    Option: Songwriter

5. Who was John Lennon’s partner during his last interview? 
    Option: Cynthia Lennon
    Option: Yoko Ono
    Option: Paul McCartney
    Option: Julian Lennon

6. What theme did Lennon address in his song '(Just Like) Starting Over'? 
    Option: War and Peace
    Option: Feminism and gender relations
    Option: The Beatles' legacy
    Option: Family and childhood
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True-False

7. John Lennon was murdered on the same day as his last interview. 

8. Lennon gave multiple radio interviews to promote 'Double Fantasy'. 

9. The documentary showcases Lennon at a time of personal joy. 

10. Lennon had a positive view of fatherhood during his break from music. 

11. Soderbergh's documentary suggests Lennon wanted to return to live performances. 

12. Lennon’s song '(Just Like) Starting Over' was about his childhood. 

Gap-Fill

13. John Lennon discussed his song '(Just Like) Starting Over' in his last interview on 

 8, 1980. 

14. Lennon described his role during his five-year break away from music as a 

husband. 

15. The documentary includes a reflection on the divide between men and women influenced by the rise of 

. 

16. Lennon’s comeback album released three weeks prior to his death was titled 'Double 

'. 

17. Soderbergh's documentary highlights Lennon’s complex character while he was at the height of his 
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18. Hours before his murder, John Lennon gave his last media interview to a radio crew from 

 in San Francisco. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. John Lennon: The Last Interview 2. December 8, 1980 3. To promote his comeback 
album, 'Double Fantasy' 4. Househusband 5. Yoko Ono 6. Feminism and gender relations
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. December 14. house 15. feminism 16. Fantasy 17. happiness 18. KFRC

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What does the term 'takedown' refer to in the context of online content? 
    Option: Remover of unauthorized content
    Option: A type of documentary
    Option: A competitive film
    Option: An inspired screenplay

2. What does 'unauthorised' imply when discussing creative works? 
    Option: Properly licensed
    Option: Without legal permission
    Option: Approved by authorities
    Option: Highly competitive

3. Which of these best defines 'collaboration'? 
    Option: Working alone
    Option: Teamwork towards a common goal
    Option: Avoiding partnerships
    Option: Independence in business

4. What typically leads to public 'outcry'? 
    Option: Silent acceptance
    Option: Social media campaigns
    Option: Controversial actions or decisions
    Option: Celebration events
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5. What does it mean to 'halt' an action? 
    Option: To encourage further action
    Option: To stop or pause something
    Option: To increase the speed of the project
    Option: To finalize a deal

6. When something is described as 'accessible', it is considered? 
    Option: Hard to find
    Option: Easy to reach or use
    Option: Private and exclusive
    Option: Outdated

7. What type of event typically ends with an 'ovation'? 
    Option: Quiet gatherings
    Option: Public protests
    Option: Art performances
    Option: Corporate meetings

8. What is the significance of a 'premiere' in the film industry? 
    Option: The first showing of a film
    Option: A private screening
    Option: The final edits of a screenplay
    Option: A bidding war for rights

9. Which of these indicates a 'competitive' environment? 
    Option: Everyone working collaboratively
    Option: Strong rivalry for success
    Option: Lack of interest
    Option: General apathy

10. Being 'inspired' often leads one to? 
    Option: Stay stagnant
    Option: Creative action
    Option: Doubt oneself
    Option: Fear change

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. A 'biopic' is a film that depicts the life of a  person. 

12. 'Misguided' decisions often stem from a lack of  or understanding. 
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13. A good 'screenplay' is crucial for a successful  film. 

14. Approval must be  before using someone else's work. 

15. 'Consent' is necessary when sharing others'  in media. 

16. Her  years were crucial in developing her artistic style. 

17. The company's  was attributed to poor management decisions. 

18. The  of her speech was appreciated by the audience. 

19. His public  was very different from his private life. 

20. Journaling encourages  and self-reflection. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Employees filed several grievances against the management regarding unfair practices.

22. The allegations made against the celebrity sparked widespread media attention.

23. The documentary provided an in-depth look at climate change effects on the planet.

24. After a long hiatus, the singer made a remarkable comeback with a new album.

25. The artist aimed to convey deep emotions through her abstract paintings.

26. Feminism advocates for equal rights and opportunities for all genders.

27. He chose to be a househusband to support his wife's career while raising their children.

28. The film was poignant, leaving many viewers in tears by the end.

29. Queer literature challenges traditional narratives and embraces diverse perspectives.

30. The auction witnessed intense bidding for the rare painting by a famous artist.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Remover of unauthorized content 2. Without legal permission 3. Teamwork towards a 
common goal
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4. Controversial actions or decisions 5. To stop or pause something 6. Easy to reach or use 7. Art 
performances 8. The first showing of a film 9. Strong rivalry for success 10. Creative action
Gap-Fill: 11. real 12. knowledge 13. feature 14. obtained 15. stories 16. formative 17. downfall 18. brevity
19. persona 20. introspection
Matching sentence: 1. grievances 2. allegations 3. documentary 4. comeback 5. convey 6. feminism
7. househusband 8. poignant 9. queer 10. bidding
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