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John Lennon: Insights from His Last Interview
Description

There are two significant moments in Steven Soderbergh’s documentary, “John Lennon: The Last Interview,”
which reflect the complexities of John Lennon’s character. The first occurs early in the film when Lennon
discusses his song “(Just Like) Starting Over.” This interview was Lennon’s last media conversation, taking
place on December 8, 1980, the day he was murdered. Hours before this tragedy, Lennon and his partner
Yoko Ono spoke with a small radio crew from KFRC in San Francisco. This was the only radio interview he
gave to promote “Double Fantasy,” his comeback album released three weeks earlier.

Lennon describes the song as a celebration of his relationship with Yoko after experiencing difficult times.
The lyrics convey joy but also a sense of reflection on their struggles. He explains that the song carries a
broader message, addressing the divide between men and women in society, a theme influenced by the rise
of feminism. Lennon hoped his message of reconciliation would resonate with both genders.

The second moment reveals a more complex side of Lennon. “Double Fantasy” marked his return to music
after a five-year break dedicated to family life. During this time, he became a "househusband," a role that
was novel in the 1970s, focusing on raising his son, Sean. However, while he described this experience
positively, it is evident that he relied on a nanny, raising questions about his portrayal of fatherhood.

Soderbergh’s documentary brings forth a vivid picture of Lennon at the height of his happiness, yet it
reveals a side of him that some may find overly idealistic. The film serves as a poignant reminder of his life
and the potential he had for the future. Lennon expressed a desire to perform live again, highlighting his
readiness to return to the music scene. Ultimately, “The Last Interview” illustrates a vision of what Lennon
might have achieved had his life not been cut short.

Vocabulary List:

documentary //,dakja'mentari// (noun): a film about real events or people
comeback //'knmbak// (noun): a return to success or public activity

convey //kan'ver// (verb): to make feelings or ideas known to others

feminism //'femanizam// (noun): belief in equal rights for women

househusband //'havs,hazband// (noun): a man who stays home to care for family
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poignant //'poinjant// (adjective): causing a strong, sad, or emotional feeling

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What is the title of Steven Soderbergh’s documentary about John Lennon?

Option: John Lennon: The Final Years
Option: John Lennon: The Last Interview
Option: John Lennon: A Life in Music
Option: John Lennon: The Lost Tapes

2. When did John Lennon have his last media conversation?

Option: December 7, 1980
Option: December 8, 1980
Option: November 30, 1980
Option: January 1, 1981

3. What was the purpose of Lennon’s last interview?

Option: To promote a new film

Option: To discuss his family life

Option: To promote his comeback album, 'Double Fantasy'
Option: To announce a world tour

4. What role did John Lennon take on during his five-year break from music?

Option: Musical producer
Option: Househusband
Option: Tour manager
Option: Songwriter

5. Who was John Lennon’s partner during his last interview?

Option: Cynthia Lennon
Option: Yoko Ono
Option: Paul McCartney
Option: Julian Lennon

6. What theme did Lennon address in his song '(Just Like) Starting Over'?

Option: War and Peace

Option: Feminism and gender relations
Option: The Beatles' legacy

Option: Family and childhood
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True-False

7. John Lennon was murdered on the same day as his last interview.

8. Lennon gave multiple radio interviews to promote 'Double Fantasy'.

9. The documentary showcases Lennon at a time of personal joy.

10. Lennon had a positive view of fatherhood during his break from music.

11. Soderbergh's documentary suggests Lennon wanted to return to live performances.

12. Lennon’s song '(Just Like) Starting Over' was about his childhood.

Gap-Fill

13. John Lennon discussed his song '(Just Like) Starting Over' in his last interview on
8, 1980.

14. Lennon described his role during his five-year break away from music as a

husband.

15. The documentary includes a reflection on the divide between men and women influenced by the rise of

16. Lennon’s comeback album released three weeks prior to his death was titled 'Double

17. Soderbergh's documentary highlights Lennon’s complex character while he was at the height of his
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18. Hours before his murder, John Lennon gave his last media interview to a radio crew from

in San Francisco.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. John Lennon: The Last Interview 2. December 8, 1980 3. To promote his comeback
album, 'Double Fantasy' 4. Househusband 5. Yoko Ono 6. Feminism and gender relations

True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. December 14. house 15. feminism 16. Fantasy 17. happiness 18. KFRC
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