
Judge Delivers Conflicting Ruling on Gene Hackman Bodycam Footage

Description

UPDATE, 1:47 PM: A judge in New Mexico has decided that police bodycam footage and photographs of
Gene Hackman and Betsy Arakawa's deceased bodies will not be made public; however, the couple's
autopsy reports and images of their home and pets will be released.

Following a hearing this morning at the Santa Fe County courthouse, Judge Matthew Wilson announced his
ruling. This decision reflects the reality that much of the information from the February 27 autopsies was
already shared during a press conference held by medical officials and the Santa Fe Sheriff's Office on
March 7.

In his ruling, Judge Wilson emphasized that no explicit images or photos from the couple’s autopsies will be
disclosed to the public.

PREVIOUSLY, 12:21 PM: Attorney Kurt Sommer, representing the Hackmans’ estate, argued at today’s
hearing that protecting the couple’s names and images is essential. “Their names and likenesses hold
significant value, and it's evident from the media's desire to exploit these documents for profit,” he
asserted, highlighting the estate’s responsibility to safeguard their legacy.

The hearing focused on whether to convert a temporary restraining order, issued on March 17, into a
permanent injunction as further investigations into the couple's deaths unfold. The court session attracted
various attorneys, including those representing Santa Fe County and the University of New Mexico Medical
Examiner's Office, as well as media representatives from CBS and the Associated Press, who sought to
participate in the proceedings.

Novelist Gene Hackman, aged 95, is believed to have passed away around February 18. Betsy Arakawa, 65,
died about a week earlier, having suffered from Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome. Their tragic
circumstances, compounded by a pet found deceased at the scene and scattered medications, have
captivated public interest.

“This case touches on privacy rights and the potential for security risks,” Sommer continued, underlining
that the Hackmans had expected to maintain control over their images during their lives and posthumously.
The public disclosure of footage could pose risks to the couple's estate and invade their long-held privacy.

Conversely, Walker Boyd, representing Santa Fe County, argued for the release of the autopsy documents
and police footage, emphasizing that withholding such information is unusual and counterproductive. He
asserted that privacy rights do not extend beyond an individual's death, highlighting the legal complications
surrounding the case.

Ultimately, Judge Wilson has yet to deliver his final verdict, with the courtroom awaiting his decision amidst
ongoing discussions about personal privacy and media freedom.
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Vocabulary List:

1. Autopsy /ɔːˈtɒp.si/ (noun): An examination of a body after death to determine the cause of death.
2. Injunction /ɪnˈdʒʌŋkʃən/ (noun): A judicial order that restrains a person from an action.
3. Estate /ɪˈsteɪt/ (noun): All the money and property owned by a particular person especially at death.
4. Restraint /rɪˈstreɪnt/ (noun): A measure or condition that keeps someone or something under control.
5. Disclose /dɪsˈkloʊz/ (verb): To make something known or public.
6. Privacy /ˈpraɪ.və.si/ (noun): The state of being free from public attention or company.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What kind of information will not be made public according to the judge in New Mexico? 
    Option: Police bodycam footage and photographs of Gene Hackman and Betsy Arakawa's deceased
bodies
    Option: Autopsy reports of Gene Hackman and Betsy Arakawa
    Option: Images of the couple's home and pets
    Option: Names of the attorneys involved in the case

2. Which attorney argued at the hearing that protecting the couple's names and images is essential? 
    Option: Kurt Sommer
    Option: Matthew Wilson
    Option: Walker Boyd
    Option: Betsy Arakawa

3. What is the cause of Betsy Arakawa's death? 
    Option: Car accident
    Option: Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome
    Option: Drowning
    Option: Heart attack

4. What did Sommer emphasize regarding the public disclosure of footage? 
    Option: Risk to the couple's estate
    Option: Increase in media attention
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    Option: Protection of media freedom
    Option: Monetary gain

5. Who argued for the release of autopsy documents and police footage? 
    Option: Kurt Sommer
    Option: Matthew Wilson
    Option: Walker Boyd
    Option: Gene Hackman

6. What age was Gene Hackman when he passed away? 
    Option: 45
    Option: 65
    Option: 85
    Option: 95

True-False

7. The autopsy reports of Gene Hackman and Betsy Arakawa will be disclosed to the public. 

8. The court session attracted only attorneys, excluding media representatives. 

9. Betsy Arakawa suffered from Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome. 

10. Walker Boyd argued against the release of autopsy documents and police footage. 

11. Judge Wilson has already delivered his final verdict in the case. 

12. The public disclosure of footage was expected to pose risk to the couple's estate. 

Gap-Fill

13. Gene Hackman was believed to have passed away around February . 

14. Betsy Arakawa died about a week earlier, having suffered from Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome at the 

age of . 

15. The temporary restraining order issued on March 17 was under consideration to be converted into a 

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 3
www.esl-news.com



permanent injunction as further investigations into the couple's deaths . 

16. Risk to the couple's estate was highlighted by Kurt Sommer regarding the potential public disclosure of 

 footage. 

17. The public interest in the case was partly due to the circumstances of a pet found deceased at the scene 

and  medications. 

18. The legal complications surrounding the case were emphasized by Walker Boyd concerning the extent of 

 rights beyond an individual's death. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Police bodycam footage and photographs of Gene Hackman and Betsy Arakawa's 
deceased bodies 2. Kurt Sommer 3. Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome 4. Risk to the couple's estate 5. Walker 
Boyd 6. 95
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. 18 14. 65 15. unfold 16. footage 17. scattered 18. privacy

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is a type of aggressive brain cancer? 
    Option: Glioblastoma
    Option: Prostate cancer
    Option: Breast cancer
    Option: Lung cancer

2. What is a system of government characterized by strict obedience to authority at the expense of 
personal freedom? 
    Option: Democracy
    Option: Authoritarianism
    Option: Anarchy
    Option: Fascism
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3. What is the action of deceiving someone? 
    Option: Truthfulness
    Option: Honesty
    Option: Deception
    Option: Transparency

4. What are additional problems that arise during or after a disease condition or treatment? 
    Option: Solutions
    Option: Complications
    Option: Improvements
    Option: Remedies

5. What is a gift declaration or other acknowledgment of gratitude respect or admiration? 
    Option: Apology
    Option: Criticism
    Option: Tribute
    Option: Insult

6. Which term refers to a person or thing that is widely recognized and well-established? 
    Option: Ordinary
    Option: Iconic
    Option: Unfamiliar
    Option: Nonconforming

7. Who is a person thought to be guilty of a crime? 
    Option: Innocent
    Option: Bystander
    Option: Witness
    Option: Suspect

8. What is the act of focusing one's mind for a period of time in silence or with the aid of chanting for 
religious or spiritual purposes? 
    Option: Sleep
    Option: Meditate
    Option: Eat
    Option: Run

9. What is behaving as though one is sexually attracted to someone but playfully rather than with serious 
intentions? 
    Option: Ignoring
    Option: Working
    Option: Flirting
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    Option: Arguing

10. What is the state or condition of being free from being observed or disturbed by other people? 
    Option: Publicity
    Option: Privacy
    Option: Transparency
    Option: Fame

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The issue of cybersecurity is a  problem in the modern digital age. 

12. The company aims to  itself as a leader in sustainable technology. 

13. Despite repeated attempts to contact him he remained  to our messages. 

14. She is known for her  contributions to various charitable organizations. 

15. The meeting concluded on a  note with both parties expressing goodwill. 

16. The doctor provided a positive  for the patient's recovery. 

17. The security team monitored the premises  to prevent any unauthorized 

access. 

18. The elaborate scheme involved a web of lies and  to achieve its goals. 

19. She wrote a  letter expressing her deepest emotions and gratitude. 

20. The army considered  to the enemy rather than facing defeat. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. These are indications of a disease or condition experienced by a person.

22. A political ideology that exalts nation and often race above the individual.

23. A post-mortem examination to discover the cause of death.

24. All the money and property owned by a particular person especially at death.
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25. To make secret or new information known.

26. A court order that compels or prevents a party from specific acts.

27. The action of keeping someone or something under control or within limits.

28. To think deeply or focus one's mind for a period of time usually for spiritual purposes.

29. Additional problems that arise during or after a condition or treatment.

30. A medical examination of a dead body to determine the cause of death.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Glioblastoma 2. Authoritarianism 3. Deception 4. Complications 5. Tribute 6. Iconic
7. Suspect 8. Meditate 9. Flirting 10. Privacy
Gap-Fill: 11. recurring 12. establish 13. unresponsive 14. generous 15. cordial 16. prognosis 17. vigilantly
18. deception 19. heartfelt 20. surrendering
Matching sentence: 1. symptoms 2. fascism 3. autopsy 4. estate 5. disclose 6. injunction 7. restraint 8. 
meditate 9. complications 10. autopsy
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