
Legendary TV Director of Oscars and Emmys Passes at 85

Description

Don Mischer, a distinguished figure in live event direction over the past sixty years, passed away peacefully
in his sleep on the night of April 11 in Los Angeles. The esteemed 15-time Emmy Award winner was 85 years
old.

Mischer's unwavering dedication to his craft extended to the end of his life, as he succumbed just as he was
contemplating a permanent retirement.

“I want you to know that, after more than six decades in television, I will be doing my last show tomorrow on
Saturday, April 5th here in Los Angeles,” he informed Deadline just last week. “I commenced my journey at
the PBS station in Austin on the University of Texas campus in 1963, and I celebrated my 85th birthday the
previous week. It feels as though time has simply flown by.”

Mischer's final production was the 2025 Breakthrough Prize Ceremony, hosted by James Corden, which
unfolded at Barker Hangar in Santa Monica, featuring a constellation of tech luminaries and A-list
entertainers, including a performance by Katy Perry. This ceremony, often dubbed the “Oscars of Science,”
is currently available for streaming on YouTube; you can watch it here.

Mischer's television career is unparalleled, encompassing the direction and production of numerous
landmark events, including two Academy Awards, 15 Emmy ceremonies, and multiple Kennedy Center
Honors, alongside countless other specials. With over 100 directing credits to his name, his legacy is firmly
established.

His illustrious portfolio includes the Opening Ceremonies of the 1996 Summer Olympics and the 2002 Winter
Olympics, renowned Super Bowl Halftime Shows featuring luminaries such as Michael Jackson, Prince, and
Bruce Springsteen; the Obama Inaugural Concert at the Lincoln Memorial, which attracted 750,000
spectators, as well as an array of other historic broadcasts.

In 2023, Mischer released his autobiography, 10 Seconds To Air: My Life In The Director’s Chair, where he
unveiled behind-the-scenes insights into iconic television moments he orchestrated, including Michael
Jackson’s legendary Billie Jean performance and Prince's unforgettable halftime show amid torrential rain.
Additionally, he recounted experiences working alongside icons such as Muhammad Ali and Frank Sinatra.

Reflecting on his passion for live television during an interview with Deadline’s Pete Hammond, Mischer, a
proud alumnus of the University of Texas at Austin, described his childhood fascination that ignited his
career.

“I was merely nine years old when television arrived in my hometown of San Antonio, Texas, and I vividly
recall attending the inaugural TV show,” he reminisced. “The gymnasium was transformed into a vibrant
spectacle, filled with cameras, lights, and live performances from mariachi bands and country ensembles.
Monitors surrounded the basketball court, allowing us to experience the event both live and through the
screen, thus igniting my infatuation with television.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=on5LxZjRkA8


Mischer thrived on the unpredictable and high-stakes nature inherent in live television.

“There exists no experience quite like counting down the final seconds to the live broadcast of the Olympic
Opening Ceremonies, with the knowledge that 80% of the globe will be watching and understanding that
this is a single opportunity to succeed,” he articulated. “There are no retakes, no edits—only the raw
immediacy of the moment, showcased before a vast audience of dignitaries and global viewers, vanishing in
an instant. This encapsulates the vibrancy and challenge of live television.”

Over his monumental career, Mischer garnered 15 Emmy Awards, a record 10 Directors Guild of America
Awards, a Peabody Award, two NAACP Image Awards, the prestigious Norman Lear Achievement Award from
the Producers Guild of America in 2012, and the DGA Lifetime Achievement Award for Television in 2019,
among numerous other accolades. In 2014, he was honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

“It has been a remarkable personal odyssey for me since the early days of television in 1949—between
Super Bowl halftime shows featuring musical legends and Olympic Ceremonies, culminating in historic
events such as Carnegie Hall’s centennial and Obama’s grand Inaugural Concert,” Mischer revealed to
Deadline just days prior to his passing. “Yet now, it seems Mother Nature is urging me to slow down!”

Unfortunately, he did not have the chance to do so, passing away just days later.

Mischer is survived by his wife, Suzan, his four children, Heather, Jennifer, Charlie, and Lily, along with two
grandchildren, Everly and Tallulah.

Vocabulary List:

1. Unwavering /ʌnˈweɪ.vər.ɪŋ/ (adjective): Steadfast resolute and immovable.
2. Illustrious /ɪˈlʌs.tri.əs/ (adjective): Well-known and distinguished; famous for past achievements.
3. Contemplating /kənˈtɛm.pləˌteɪ.tɪŋ/ (verb): To think deeply about something; to consider.
4. Infatuation /ɪnˌfætʃ.uˈeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): An intense but short-lived passion or admiration for someone or something.
5. Legacy /ˈlɛɡ.ə.si/ (noun): Something that is handed down or remains from a previous generation or time.
6. Precarious /prɪˈkeə.ri.əs/ (adjective): Not securely held or in position; dangerously likely to fall or collapse.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which word describes the quality of being thankful or appreciative? 
    Option: Heritage
    Option: Gratitude
    Option: Exuberance
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    Option: Revitalization

2. Which term refers to something inherited from the past? 
    Option: Demographics
    Option: Heritage
    Option: Pivotal
    Option: Authenticity

3. What word best describes the quality of being full of energy excitement and cheerfulness? 
    Option: Illustrious
    Option: Exuberance
    Option: Adept
    Option: Infatuation

4. Which term refers to the quality of being genuine or real? 
    Option: Socio-economic
    Option: Vitriol
    Option: Authenticity
    Option: Indulgent

5. What word signifies something transmitted or received from an ancestor or predecessor? 
    Option: Precarious
    Option: Revocation
    Option: Legacy
    Option: Contended

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

6.  are statistical data relating to the population and groups within it. 

7. The city's plan to  the downtown area brought new life and energy to the 

community. 

8. The success of the project hinged on the  support of the board members. 

9. The tailor specialized in creating  suits tailored to each client's unique 

preferences. 

10. The university honored the  professor for her outstanding contributions to the 
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field of physics. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. It is important to the hard work and dedication of the team members.

12. The two companies had approaches to solving the same problem.

13. Her speech was filled with criticism towards her opponents.

14. His with vintage cars led him to start a classic car restoration business.

15. The discovery of a new species of plant was a achievement for the botanist.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Gratitude 2. Heritage 3. Exuberance 4. Authenticity 5. Legacy
Gap-Fill: 6. Demographics 7. Revitalize 8. Pivotal 9. Bespoke 10. Illustrious
Matching sentence: 1. Acknowledge 2. Disparate 3. Vitriol 4. Infatuation 5. Significant
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