
LinkedIn Halts UK Data for AI Amid Watchdog Concerns

Description

LinkedIn has suspended the utilization of user data from the UK for training its artificial intelligence (AI)
models, following concerns raised by regulatory authorities. The professional networking site, owned by
Microsoft, had previously allowed its global user base to consent to the use of their data for this purpose,
albeit discreetly.

The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) expressed satisfaction on Friday, noting that LinkedIn has
agreed to halt the processing of information from UK users. The organization appreciates this reflection on
the potential implications of using such data for generative AI training.

LinkedIn has indicated its openness to further dialogue with the ICO. The ICO's executive director, Stephen
Almond, remarked, “We are glad that LinkedIn has taken our concerns regarding the training of generative
AI models with data pertaining to UK users seriously.”

Numerous prominent tech companies, including LinkedIn, are exploring user-generated content as a novel
data source to enhance AI tools. Generative AI systems—exemplified by chatbots like OpenAI’s ChatGPT or
image generators such as Midjourney—rely on vast amounts of textual and visual data to learn and create.
A LinkedIn representative emphasized the company’s belief in empowering users to control their data, thus
offering UK users the option to decline its use for training AI models.

The company maintains that it has consistently employed automation in its offerings while ensuring
transparency regarding data usage options. Social media platforms often yield a wealth of user content that
can inform AI tools, thereby enhancing their conversational capabilities. As stated, many individuals seek
innovative ways to refine their professional resumes or to communicate effectively with recruiters, where
LinkedIn's AI services aim to provide substantial assistance.

This suspension will also extend to users in the European Union (EU), European Economic Area, and
Switzerland. Other platforms like Meta and X (formerly Twitter) are similarly navigating regulatory
challenges related to their ambitions of deploying user-generated content for AI training in these regions.
Following significant criticism, Meta halted its plans for utilizing UK users’ public posts, and LinkedIn may
face a similar regulatory journey before resuming its AI training initiatives. As Mr. Almond noted, ensuring
public trust regarding privacy rights from the outset is paramount, and the ICO will actively monitor tech
developers like Microsoft and LinkedIn to safeguard the data rights of UK users.

Vocabulary List:

1. Utilization /ˌjuː.tɪ.laɪˈzeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The action of making use of something.
2. Regulatory /ˌrɛɡ.jəˈleɪ.tər.i/ (adjective): Relating to rules or laws that control how something is done or made.
3. Generative /ˈdʒɛnəˌreɪtɪv/ (adjective): Capable of producing or generating something.
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4. Dialogue /ˈdaɪ.əlɒɡ/ (noun): A conversation or discussion to resolve a problem.
5. Implications /ˌɪmplɪˈkeɪʃənz/ (noun): The conclusions that can be drawn from something although they are not 

explicitly stated.
6. Transparency /trænsˈpærənsi/ (noun): The state of being open and honest; the quality of being clear and easily 

understood.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who owns LinkedIn? 
    Option: Google
    Option: Microsoft
    Option: Facebook
    Option: Apple

2. Which regulatory authority raised concerns about LinkedIn's use of user data? 
    Option: FCC
    Option: ICO
    Option: CDC
    Option: FBI

3. What type of AI models was LinkedIn training with user data? 
    Option: Predictive
    Option: Generative
    Option: Cognitive
    Option: Robotic

4. Which entities will be affected by LinkedIn's data suspension? 
    Option: US users only
    Option: EU users only
    Option: UK users only
    Option: EU, EU Economic Area, and Switzerland users

5. What was the stance of LinkedIn regarding empowering users to control their data? 
    Option: Users have no control over their data
    Option: Users can control their data discreetly

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 2
www.esl-news.com



    Option: Users cannot opt-out of data usage
    Option: Users are not aware of data usage

6. Which other platforms faced similar regulatory challenges as LinkedIn in deploying user-generated 
content for AI training? 
    Option: Facebook and Google
    Option: Meta and X
    Option: Apple and Microsoft
    Option: Twitter and Instagram

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Microsoft 2. ICO 3. Generative 4. EU, EU Economic Area, and Switzerland users 5. Users 
can control their data discreetly 6. Meta and X

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the efficient use of resources called? 
    Option: Transformation
    Option: Utilization
    Option: Disposal
    Option: Creation

2. What term refers to being open and honest in actions? 
    Option: Opacity
    Option: Transparency
    Option: Evasion
    Option: Secrecy

3. What word describes a substance that causes gradual damage by chemical reactions? 
    Option: Innocuous
    Option: Neutral
    Option: Resilient
    Option: Corrosive

4. Which term relates to the functioning of a machine or system? 
    Option: Theoretical
    Option: Functional
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    Option: Operational
    Option: Inactive

5. What is the ability to produce a desired effect or result called? 
    Option: Inefficacy
    Option: Efficiency
    Option: Efficacy
    Option: Ineffectiveness

6. Which term best describes introducing new ideas or methods? 
    Option: Conventional
    Option: Predictable
    Option: Standard
    Option: Innovative

7. What term is related to the functions and activities of living organisms? 
    Option: Psychological
    Option: Biological
    Option: Physical
    Option: Physiological

8. What are difficulties that test one's abilities or resources called? 
    Option: Rewards
    Option: Obstacles
    Option: Facilitators
    Option: Challenges

9. Which term describes showing no signs of stopping or lessening? 
    Option: Merciful
    Option: Relentless
    Option: Kind
    Option: Compassionate

10. What is the state of being more powerful or noticeable than others called? 
    Option: Equality
    Option: Submissiveness
    Option: Dominance
    Option: Equivalence

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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11.  is essential for resolving conflicts peacefully. 

12. The project launch date was eagerly  by the entire team. 

13. The decision had far-reaching  on the company's future. 

14. Effective risk management strategies help  potential damages. 

15. The transformation journey towards sustainability requires dedication and effort. 

16. The unexpected  in the plot kept the audience engaged. 

17. The discovery of a new species holds great  for the field of biology. 

18. Astronauts conduct  activities during spacewalks outside the spacecraft. 

19. The mountain climbers faced  conditions as they ascended. 

20. Efficient resource  is crucial for sustainability. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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21. The artist's workshop was a space where new ideas flourished.

22. The government enacted new measures to protect the environment.

23. is the process of using electricity to break down a compound.

24. The jeweler was known for his attention to detail in crafting each piece.

25. Graduating from college was a significant in her academic journey.

26. A is a space entirely devoid of matter.

27. Interactive learning activities students in the classroom.

28. Winning the award was a well-deserved for his hard work.

29. The sudden loss of a loved one sent waves throughout the community.

30. Effective between team members leads to better collaboration.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Utilization 2. Transparency 3. Corrosive 4. Operational 5. Efficacy 6. Innovative
7. Physiological 8. Challenges 9. Relentless 10. Dominance
Gap-Fill: 11. Dialogue 12. anticipated 13. implications 14. mitigate 15. Journey 16. twist 17. significance
18. extravehicular 19. perilous 20. utilization
Matching sentence: 1. Generative 2. Regulatory 3. Electrolysis 4. Meticulous 5. Milestone 6. Vacuum 7. 
Engage 8. Accolade 9. Shock 10. Dialogue

CATEGORY

1. Sci/Tech - LEVEL5

Date Created
2024/09/22
Author
aimeeyoung99

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 6
www.esl-news.com


