
Lisa Marie Presley: Preserving Son Benjamin’s Body on Dry Ice

Description

Lisa Marie Presley, in her recently published posthumous memoir, candidly reveals the profound impact of
her son Benjamin Keough's tragic demise. The memoir, entitled "From Here to the Great Unknown," co-
authored with her daughter Riley Keough, delves into the labyrinthine pathways of grief and maternal
devotion, detailing how Presley preserved her son’s remains on dry ice for an unprecedented duration of
two months following his death by suicide in July 2020.

Benjamin, who battled depression and alcohol dependency, tragically succumbed at the tender age of 27.
His struggles were exacerbated by Lisa Marie’s declining health, an intertwining of familial pain that Riley
describes poignantly—comparing their relationship to that of Elvis and Gladys Presley, asserting, "They were
so close, and seeing each other in pain was impossibly hard for them." This devastating connection
illustrates the depths of their bond and the unfathomable grief that ensued.

In a deeply personalized narrative, Riley recounts how, after her brother's death, she felt more
incapacitated than their parents. Notably, Presley's own struggles with opioid addiction, as she candidly
admits to having escalated to consuming 80 pills a day, rendered her emotionally unavailable during crucial
moments for her son.

In a remarkable display of determination, Presley chose to delay the final rites, which provided her an
extended opportunity to bid farewell. It was a funeral home proprietor, demonstrating extraordinary
empathy, who facilitated her unusual request, maintaining the body in a temperature-controlled
environment to prevent deterioration. “It was vitally important for my mother to have ample time to say
goodbye to him,” Riley articulates, emphasizing the emotional weight of such a decision.

Ultimately, Benjamin’s burial occurred in Graceland, resting beside his grandfather, Elvis, a poignant
conclusion to a heart-wrenching journey of maternal anguish and enduring love. The memoir encapsulates
not merely the sorrow of loss but also the resilience of the human spirit in the face of unimaginable grief.

Vocabulary List:

1. Demise /dɪˈmaɪz/ (noun): A person’s death or the end of something.
2. Labyrinthine /ˌlæbəˈrɪnθin/ (adjective): Like a labyrinth; intricate and confusing.
3. Incapacitated /ˌɪnkəˈpæsɪteɪɪd/ (verb): Deprived of strength or power; made unable to act.
4. Resilience /rɪˈzɪliəns/ (noun): The ability to recover quickly from difficulties.
5. Empathy /ˈɛmpəθi/ (noun): The ability to understand and share the feelings of another.
6. Poignant /ˈpɔɪnjənt/ (adjective): Evoking a keen sense of sadness or regret.
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the term for being imprisoned or confined? 
    Option: Exoneration
    Option: Incarceration
    Option: Circumstances
    Option: Onslaught

2. What word means to assert or argue a point? 
    Option: Perilously
    Option: Captivate
    Option: Contend
    Option: Exhilarating

3. Which word is synonymous with strange or unusual? 
    Option: Peculiar
    Option: Solidity
    Option: Discontent
    Option: Expenditure

4. What term describes the ability to recover from difficulties? 
    Option: Empathy
    Option: Resilience
    Option: Poignant
    Option: Vindicated

5. Which word describes something complex and maze-like? 
    Option: Misconception
    Option: Labyrinthine
    Option: Incapacitated
    Option: Culpability

6. A formal accusation that someone has committed a crime is known as an: 
    Option: Facilitate
    Option: Indictment
    Option: Allegation
    Option: Correspondence

7. Which word means causing intense excitement or happiness? 
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    Option: Exhilarating
    Option: Acerbic
    Option: Expenditure
    Option: Peculiar

8. What term is used to describe the end or downfall of someone or something? 
    Option: Anticipated
    Option: Demise
    Option: Solidity
    Option: Facilitate

9. Which word means making a permanent mark or impression? 
    Option: Indelible
    Option: Correspondence
    Option: Allegation
    Option: Facilitate

10. What is a formal request for government action usually addressed to a higher authority? 
    Option: Petition
    Option: Captivate
    Option: Onslaught
    Option: Anticipated

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The team  a tough match against the reigning champions. 

12. Despite the challenging  she persevered and achieved success. 

13. The investigation aimed to determine the party's  in the financial scandal. 

14. It is essential to address any  about the new policy to avoid confusion. 

15. The company needs to review its budget to control unnecessary . 

16. The structure's  was tested during the earthquake and it remained intact. 

17. The new software is designed to  communication between different 

departments. 
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18. The evidence presented in court  his claim of innocence. 

19. The doctor identified the early  of the illness and prescribed immediate 

treatment. 

20. The newspaper published the latest  of corruption within the government. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The new movie had a unique storyline that managed to the audience from start to finish.

22. The mountaineers found themselves close to a cliff with strong winds threatening to push them over.

23. Having towards others allows one to understand and share their feelings.

24. The protests were fueled by the growing among the citizens regarding the government's policies.

25. The grand jury issued the against the suspect for multiple counts of fraud.

26. The DNA evidence led to the of the wrongly accused man after years of imprisonment.

27. The film's ending was so that many viewers were moved to tears.

28. The email between the two parties helped clarify the misunderstanding.

29. The long-awaited product launch was by consumers worldwide.

30. The thorough investigation his theory and proved his critics wrong.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Incarceration 2. Contend 3. Peculiar 4. Resilience 5. Labyrinthine 6. Allegation
7. Exhilarating 8. Demise 9. Indelible 10. Petition
Gap-Fill: 11. anticipated 12. circumstances 13. culpability 14. misconception 15. expenditure 16. solidity
17. facilitate 18. vindicated 19. onset 20. allegation
Matching sentence: 1. captivate 2. perilously 3. empathy 4. discontent 5. indictment 6. exoneration 7. 
poignant 8. correspondence 9. anticipated 10. vindicated

CATEGORY

1. Entertainment - LEVEL6
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