
Mahreen Sohail’s ‘Small Scale Sinners’ Wins PEN/Faulkner Prize

Description

Mahreen Sohail’s story collection "Small Scale Sinners" won the PEN/Faulkner Award in New York. This
award is for the best work of fiction in America.

Sohail's stories explore life in the United States and Pakistan. They show her experiences and thoughts. The
PEN/Faulkner Award celebrates excellent fiction. It is named after two famous authors, PEN and Faulkner.

Mahreen Sohail is a writer of Pakistani descent. She hopes her win helps more people read diverse stories.
She also wants to inspire new writers from different backgrounds.

Many people are happy about her award. They believe her work brings important voices to literature.
Sohail’s win highlights the need for more stories from various cultures.

The PEN/Faulkner Award supports writers and their stories. It encourages more diverse voices in literature.
This award may help Sohail reach more readers in the future.

Vocabulary List:

1. collection //kəˈlɛkʃən// (noun): a group of things, usually the same type
2. award //əˈwɔrd// (noun): a prize given for good work or achievement
3. fiction //ˈfɪkʃən// (noun): stories that are made up, not true
4. experiences //ɪkˈspɪriənsɪz// (noun): things someone lives through or feels
5. descent //dɪˈsɛnt// (noun): where someone's family or ancestors come from
6. diverse //daɪˈvɝs// (adjective): including many different types or kinds

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What award did Mahreen Sohail's story collection 'Small Scale Sinners' win? 
    Option: Pulitzer Prize
    Option: PEN/Faulkner Award
    Option: National Book Award
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    Option: Man Booker Prize

2. What does the PEN/Faulkner Award celebrate? 
    Option: Best work of non-fiction
    Option: Best work of poetry
    Option: Best work of fiction
    Option: Best work of drama

3. What nationalities do Mahreen Sohail's stories explore? 
    Option: American and British
    Option: Australian and New Zealand
    Option: United States and Pakistan
    Option: Indian and Bangladeshi

4. What is Mahreen Sohail's ethnic background? 
    Option: Indian
    Option: Pakistani
    Option: Afghan
    Option: Iranian

5. What do many people believe about Sohail's work? 
    Option: It is too complex
    Option: It brings important voices to literature
    Option: It lacks diversity
    Option: It is not relatable

6. What does the PEN/Faulkner Award encourage in literature? 
    Option: More commercial stories
    Option: More diverse voices
    Option: More technical writing
    Option: More historical fiction

True-False

7. Mahreen Sohail's collection won the Pulitzer Prize. 

8. The PEN/Faulkner Award is named after two famous authors. 
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9. Sohail hopes her win will inspire new writers from similar backgrounds only. 

10. Many people believe Sohail's work is important for literature. 

11. The PEN/Faulkner Award only supports American writers. 

12. Sohail's stories do not reflect her personal experiences. 

Gap-Fill

13. Mahreen Sohail’s story collection 'Small Scale Sinners' won the  Award. 

14. The PEN/Faulkner Award is for the best work of fiction in . 

15. Sohail hopes her win helps more people read  stories. 

16. Many people believe her work brings important  to literature. 

17. The PEN/Faulkner Award encourages more  voices in literature. 

18. This award may help Sohail reach more  in the future. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. PEN/Faulkner Award 2. Best work of fiction 3. United States and Pakistan 4. Pakistani
5. It brings important voices to literature 6. More diverse voices
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. PEN/Faulkner 14. America 15. diverse 16. voices 18. readers

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What type of literary work is often gathered as a collection? 
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    Option: Poems
    Option: Novels
    Option: Short stories
    Option: All of the above

2. Which of the following is an example of an award for literary achievement? 
    Option: Nobel Prize
    Option: Oscar
    Option: Grammy
    Option: Emmy

3. What genre includes imaginative and invented stories? 
    Option: Non-fiction
    Option: Fiction
    Option: Biography
    Option: History

4. Which term describes someone's lineage or ancestry? 
    Option: Nationality
    Option: Descent
    Option: Heritage
    Option: Culture

5. What term describes a variety of different elements or backgrounds? 
    Option: Uniform
    Option: Diverse
    Option: Homogeneous
    Option: Identical

6. What do you call a subsequent work that follows an original story? 
    Option: Prequel
    Option: Spin-off
    Option: Sequel
    Option: Adaptation

7. What feeling might someone have if their expectations are not met? 
    Option: Excited
    Option: Happy
    Option: Disappointed
    Option: Content

8. What is a formal discussion to assess qualifications for a job or role? 
    Option: Debate
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    Option: Panel
    Option: Interview
    Option: Presentation

9. What crime involves taking someone away unlawfully? 
    Option: Robbery
    Option: Burglary
    Option: Kidnapping
    Option: Assault

10. What is the legal process to determine a person's guilt or innocence? 
    Option: Investigation
    Option: Trial
    Option: Appeal
    Option: Hearing

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The audience applauded the  after an outstanding performance. 

12. The event was designed to engage the local  in various activities. 

13. To share a written work with the public, one must  it. 

14. The charity event was attended by many  of the cause. 

15. The director was pleased with the audience's  to the new play. 

16. The festival will be held in several different  across the city. 

17. The lawyer faced numerous  during the high-profile case. 

18. The two companies formed a strategic  to enhance their market reach. 

19. The police were called to investigate a  at the local bank. 

20. Her family has a long history of  from various cultures. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. She received an award for her outstanding contributions to literature.
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22. Fiction often explores themes that reveal human experiences and emotions.

23. The city is known for its diverse population and rich cultural heritage.

24. The sequel to the blockbuster film broke box office records upon its release.

25. He was disappointed to learn that the concert was canceled.

26. She prepared thoroughly for the interview to increase her chances of success.

27. The news reported a shocking incident involving the kidnapping of a local businessman.

28. The trial lasted for several weeks, capturing the attention of the media.

29. The author decided to publish her first novel after years of hard work.

30. The community came together to support the local charity event.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. All of the above 2. Nobel Prize 3. Fiction 4. Descent 5. Diverse 6. Sequel 7. Disappointed
8. Interview 9. Kidnapping 10. Trial
Gap-Fill: 11. performers 12. community 13. publish 14. supporters 15. reaction 16. venues 17. accusations
18. partnership 19. robbery 20. descent
Matching sentence: 1. award 2. fiction 3. diverse 4. sequel 5. disappointed 6. interview 7. kidnapping 8. trial
9. publish 10. community
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