
Man Discovers Massive Cave in Vietnam Jungle After 17 Years

Description

S?n ?oòng Cave, located in Vietnam's Qu?ng Bình province, remained hidden for millions of years until its
accidental discovery in the early 1990s. This remarkable cave is now known as the largest cave in the world,
drawing attention to its immense size and unique features.

In December 1990, local explorer H? Khanh sought refuge from a storm when he stumbled upon the cave's
entrance. He described a cold breeze and thick fog emerging from the opening, resembling a "dragon’s
breath." Although intrigued, he did not enter, concerned about the dangers inside. This encounter remained
vivid in his memory for years.

Khanh later met Howard Limbert, a member of the British-Vietnam Caving Expedition Team, who
encouraged him to help locate the cave again. However, an initial search in 2007 failed due to the
challenging jungle terrain. In 2008, Khanh returned alone and successfully marked the cave's entrance,
allowing others to revisit it.

The expedition team entered the cave in 2009, accompanied by Khanh and scientists from the Hanoi
University of Science. They discovered that S?n ?oòng has a volume of approximately 38.4 million cubic
meters, making it the largest known cave globally. The cave measures nearly 9 kilometres in length and
sections can be as wide as 198 metres.

This extraordinary site contains fascinating formations, such as the towering "Hope and Vision" stalagmite,
which reaches around 70 metres tall. Much of the surrounding park remains unexplored, leaving the
potential for further discoveries.

Vocabulary List:

1. accidental //ˌæk.sɪˈdɛn.təl// (adjective): not planned; happening suddenly and by chance
2. refuge //ˈrɛf.juːdʒ// (noun): a safe place to stay or hide
3. stumbled //ˈstʌm.bəld// (verb): found something by accident while moving
4. terrain //təˈreɪn// (noun): the type and shape of land in an area
5. expedition //ˌɛk.spəˈdɪʃ.ən// (noun): a trip made to explore or study
6. stalagmite //ˈstæləɡmaɪt// (noun): a tall mineral column rising from cave floor

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. When was S?n ?oòng Cave discovered? 
    Option: Early 1980s
    Option: Early 1990s
    Option: Early 2000s
    Option: Early 2005s

2. Who discovered S?n ?oòng Cave? 
    Option: Howard Limbert
    Option: H? Khanh
    Option: A British explorer
    Option: Scientists from Hanoi University

3. What did H? Khanh describe as emerging from the cave's entrance? 
    Option: Smoke
    Option: Cold breeze and thick fog
    Option: Lava
    Option: Bright light

4. In which year did the expedition team enter the cave? 
    Option: 2007
    Option: 2008
    Option: 2009
    Option: 2010

5. What is the volume of S?n ?oòng Cave? 
    Option: 28.4 million cubic meters
    Option: 38.4 million cubic meters
    Option: 48.4 million cubic meters
    Option: 58.4 million cubic meters

6. How long is S?n ?oòng Cave? 
    Option: 5 kilometres
    Option: 9 kilometres
    Option: 12 kilometres
    Option: 15 kilometres
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True-False

7. S?n ?oòng Cave was discovered in the 1980s. 

8. H? Khanh initially entered the cave after discovering it. 

9. The cave has a stalagmite known as 'Hope and Vision'. 

10. S?n ?oòng Cave is the second largest cave in the world. 

11. The cave is located in Vietnam's Qu?ng Bình province. 

12. The surrounding park area of S?n ?oòng has been fully explored. 

Gap-Fill

13. S?n ?oòng Cave is known as the largest cave in the world, with a volume of approximately 

 million cubic meters. 

14. The cave measures nearly  kilometres in length. 

15. The towering stalagmite, 'Hope and Vision', reaches around  metres tall. 

16. H? Khanh sought refuge from a storm in  when he discovered the cave. 

17. The initial search for the cave in  failed due to challenging terrain. 

18. The entrance to S?n ?oòng Cave was successfully marked by H? Khanh in  . 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Early 1990s 2. H? Khanh 3. Cold breeze and thick fog 4. 2009 5. 38.4 million cubic meters
6. 9 kilometres
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 38.4 14. 9 15. 70 16. December 1990 17. 2007 18. 2008
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What does the term 'turnaround' commonly refer to in a business context? 
    Option: A significant improvement
    Option: A type of financial loss
    Option: A method of production
    Option: A marketing strategy

2. What is a 'milestone' in project management? 
    Option: A monetary reward
    Option: A significant stage or event
    Option: A final report
    Option: An employee evaluation

3. What does it mean to 'streamline' a process? 
    Option: To make it more complex
    Option: To reduce waste and improve efficiency
    Option: To increase costs
    Option: To hire more employees

4. What is usually the purpose of a 'demonstration'? 
    Option: To confuse the audience
    Option: To showcase how something works
    Option: To sell products
    Option: To collect data

5. What type of waves does 'infrared' refer to? 
    Option: Visible light waves
    Option: Sound waves
    Option: Electromagnetic waves
    Option: Radio waves

6. What does 'inaccessible' mean? 
    Option: Easily reachable
    Option: Difficult or impossible to reach
    Option: Accessible to everyone
    Option: Available for purchase

7. What does it mean to have 'stumbled' upon something? 
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    Option: To search meticulously
    Option: To encounter unexpectedly
    Option: To avoid completely
    Option: To disregard

8. What is typically the goal of an 'expedition'? 
    Option: To stay indoors
    Option: To explore unknown areas
    Option: To document history
    Option: To participate in sports

9. What is the primary role of 'astronauts'? 
    Option: To conduct undersea research
    Option: To work in laboratories
    Option: To travel and work in space
    Option: To teach science

10. What is meant by 'docking' in space missions? 
    Option: Landing on a planet
    Option: Connecting two spacecraft
    Option: Firing rockets
    Option: Returning to Earth

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The company decided to  its operations to improve productivity. 

12. To gather more information, the researchers conducted a  of the local 

population. 

13. During the storm, many sought  in the local community center. 

14. The submarines used  technology to detect objects underwater. 

15. The shipwreck was found  beneath the surface of the ocean. 

16. If not properly maintained, the building gradually  over time. 

17. The scientist explained that the discovery of penicillin was an  breakthrough. 
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18. She felt  by her older brother’s achievements. 

19. Reaching the summit was a significant  in the climbers' journey. 

20. The thermal camera detects  radiation to measure heat from objects. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The company achieved a remarkable turnaround after implementing new strategies.

22. The software was modified to include new features based on user feedback.

23. The rugged terrain made the hiking expedition more challenging.

24. The commander gave clear instructions before the mission began.

25. The Mars rover successfully transmitted data back to Earth.

26. The solar eclipse was a breathtaking event that drew many spectators.

27. The scientists explored the seabed to learn more about marine life.

28. The demonstration showcased the robot's ability to perform complex tasks.

29. The expedition aimed to uncover new species in the untouched rainforest.

30. The astronauts trained rigorously for their mission to the International Space Station.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. A significant improvement 2. A significant stage or event 3. To reduce waste and 
improve efficiency 4. To showcase how something works 5. Electromagnetic waves 6. Difficult or impossible 
to reach 7. To encounter unexpectedly 8. To explore unknown areas 9. To travel and work in space
10. Connecting two spacecraft
Gap-Fill: 11. streamline 12. survey 13. refuge 14. sonar 15. submerged 16. deteriorates 17. accidental
18. shadowed 19. milestone 20. infrared
Matching sentence: 1. turnaround 2. modified 3. terrain 4. commander 5. rover 6. eclipse 7. seabed
8. demonstration 9. expedition 10. astronauts
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