
Marathon Unveils New PVE Mode and Future Roadmap

Description

Marathon, a game developed by Bungie, seeks to attract a larger playerbase by introducing new features,
including a player-versus-environment (PVE) mode. While the game has garnered a loyal following, its
broader appeal remains uncertain, prompting Bungie to explore measures to make it more accessible.

In a recent blog post, Bungie unveiled its future plans for Marathon. Among the highlights is the upcoming
PVE mode set to debut in Season 2. This experimental mode will exclude player-versus-player (PVP) combat,
focusing instead on collaboration to achieve objectives and combat United Earth Space Coalition (UESC)
bots, thereby creating a less chaotic gaming environment. Additionally, a mode described as "PVE, but with
a light touch of PVP" is also in the pipeline, though specific details are still unclear.

Concerns that PVP might diminish in importance are unfounded, as Bungie confirmed the development of a
dedicated PVP mode alongside other experimental formats. The studio aims to provide players with both
intense competitive experiences and opportunities for more relaxed play, catering to varied gaming
preferences and reducing the focus on high-stakes scenarios that require significant time investment.

Bungie also plans to enhance the onboarding process for new players whilst deepening the experience for
existing fans. The roadmap for Marathon through 2026 includes significant updates and new content across
subsequent seasons, with a focus on refining gameplay mechanics and enriching the overall narrative.

Despite the excitement surrounding these changes, some potential players have expressed frustration with
the current extraction-based gameplay, which they feel distances them from Bungie's renowned shooting
mechanics. This new direction appears aimed at addressing those concerns to widen the game's audience.

Sony recently reported a considerable financial loss attributed to Marathon's underperformance after
acquiring Bungie. To bolster Marathon’s visibility and success, Bungie plans sustained support for the game
in the coming years, mindful of the risk of studio closures, as evidenced by recent events.

Vocabulary List:

1. garnered //ˈɡɑrnərd// (verb): Got support or attention from people
2. accessible //əkˈsɛsəbəl// (adjective): Easy for people to reach or use
3. experimental //ˌɛkspəˈrɪmɛntəl// (adjective): Used to test new ideas or changes
4. collaboration //kəˌlæbəˈreɪʃən// (noun): Working with others to reach a goal
5. onboarding //ˈɑnbɔrdɪŋ// (noun): Help and training for new users or players
6. underperformance //ˌʌndərpərˈfɔrməns// (noun): Not doing as well as expected
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What kind of new mode is being introduced in Marathon? 
    Option: Player-versus-player (PVP)
    Option: Player-versus-environment (PVE)
    Option: Single-player mode
    Option: Team-based mode

2. When is the PVE mode set to debut? 
    Option: Season 1
    Option: Season 2
    Option: Season 3
    Option: Season 4

3. What is the main focus of the new PVE mode? 
    Option: PVP combat
    Option: Collaboration to achieve objectives
    Option: Competitive play
    Option: Solo gameplay

4. What might players fight against in the new PVE mode? 
    Option: Other players
    Option: Bots
    Option: Environmental hazards
    Option: None of the above

5. What does Bungie aim to cater to with the upcoming modes? 
    Option: Single gaming preference
    Option: Varied gaming preferences
    Option: Only competitive players
    Option: Casual gamers only

6. Which company reported a financial loss attributed to Marathon's underperformance? 
    Option: Microsoft
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    Option: Sony
    Option: Electronic Arts
    Option: Activision

True-False

7. The PVE mode will include player-versus-player combat. 

8. Bungie confirmed a dedicated PVP mode is in development. 

9. The new direction of the game aims to distance players from Bungie's shooting mechanics. 

10. Bungie plans to improve the onboarding process for new players. 

11. Some players are frustrated with the current extraction-based gameplay. 

12. The roadmap for Marathon extends to the year 2025. 

Gap-Fill

13. The upcoming PVE mode is set to debut in Season 2 and will focus on 

objectives. 

14. Bungie plans to enhance the  process for new players. 

15. The game aims to reduce the focus on  scenarios that require significant time 

investment. 

16. Sony reported a considerable financial loss attributed to Marathon's  after 

acquiring Bungie. 

17. Bungie's future plans for Marathon include significant updates and new content through 
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18. Bungie is exploring measures to make the game more  for a larger playerbase. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Player-versus-environment (PVE) 2. Season 2 3. Collaboration to achieve objectives 4. 
Bots 5. Varied gaming preferences 6. Sony
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. collaboration 14. onboarding 15. high-stakes 16. underperformance 17. 2026 18. accessible

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What force is responsible for keeping planets in orbit around the sun? 
    Option: Electromagnetism
    Option: Friction
    Option: Gravity
    Option: Nuclear

2. Which term refers to the path followed by an object moving through space? 
    Option: Velocity
    Option: Altitude
    Option: Trajectory
    Option: Orbit

3. What is the term for adjusting a measuring instrument for accuracy? 
    Option: Standardize
    Option: Calibrate
    Option: Regulate
    Option: Compile

4. What do we call the layer of gases surrounding a planet? 
    Option: Ocean
    Option: Lithosphere
    Option: Atmosphere
    Option: Crust

5. What term describes the action of driving or pushing forward? 
    Option: Suspension
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    Option: Propulsion
    Option: Restoration
    Option: Manipulation

6. In space missions, what does the term payload refer to? 
    Option: The weight of the spacecraft
    Option: The materials carried into orbit
    Option: The costs of the mission
    Option: The number of missions planned

7. Which term best describes a journey undertaken for a specific purpose, especially exploration? 
    Option: Journey
    Option: Expedition
    Option: Migration
    Option: Vacation

8. What is the term for working jointly with others towards a common goal? 
    Option: Isolation
    Option: Segregation
    Option: Collaboration
    Option: Competition

9. What term describes an attitude of doubt or disbelief? 
    Option: Optimistic
    Option: Sceptical
    Option: Trusting
    Option: Indifferent

10. What term refers to activities intended for profit or in business? 
    Option: Domestic
    Option: Commercial
    Option: Civic
    Option: Academic

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The spacecraft needed to  in order to enter the desired orbit. 

12. The new material used in the construction of the lander was found to be . 

13. The research team focused on the  regions for their surveys. 
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14. It’s essential to minimize any  during data collection. 

15. The results of the  phase were promising, indicating potential success. 

16. The new technology aims to  issues faced by previous systems. 

17. They were able to  the necessary components for the mission. 

18. Repeated  led to a delay in the launch schedule. 

19. We must assess the  of the experiments’ results. 

20. His  grew as he waited for the results of the test. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Gravity pulls objects towards each other, which is why we stay grounded on Earth.

22. To avoid obstacles in its path, the spacecraft had to manoeuvre skillfully.

23. The trajectory of the rocket was calculated meticulously to ensure a successful launch.

24. It is important to calibrate instruments before starting any measurement.

25. The composition of the atmosphere is vital for sustaining life.

26. The sculpture had a distinctive metallic sheen that attracted many viewers.

27. The new data portal is user-friendly and highly accessible to researchers worldwide.

28. The experimental design was innovative and pushed the boundaries of current knowledge.

29. Successful projects often result from good collaboration among team members.

30. The underperformance of the project was attributed to a lack of resources.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Gravity 2. Trajectory 3. Calibrate 4. Atmosphere 5. Propulsion 6. The materials carried 
into orbit 7. Expedition 8. Collaboration 9. Sceptical 10. Commercial
Gap-Fill: 11. manoeuvre 12. metallic 13. equatorial 14. bias 15. experimental 16. alleviate 17. procure
18. postponements
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19. validity 20. impatience
Matching sentence: 1. gravity 2. manoeuvre 3. trajectory 4. calibrate 5. composition 6. metallic 7. accessible
8. experimental 9. collaboration 10. underperformance
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