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Michelle Trachtenberg’'s Death: Cause Remains a Mystery
Description

The cause and manner of Michelle Trachtenberg’s death will remain officially undetermined, as confirmed
by the New York City Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.

Trachtenberg’s family opted not to have an autopsy performed due to their religious beliefs. According to
the medical examiner’s office, an autopsy would typically take place if foul play were suspected; however,
since there were no signs of criminal activity, they respected the family's wishes.

Authorities responded to a 911 call just after 8 a.m. on Wednesday at a luxury residential tower in midtown
Manhattan, where Trachtenberg was discovered unresponsive. Paramedics pronounced her dead at the
scene. She was 39 years old.

The former star of Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Gossip Girl had recently undergone a liver transplant and
may have experienced complications, as police sources disclosed to ABC News.

A family spokesperson released a statement on Wednesday acknowledging her death: “It is with great
sadness that we confirm the passing of Michelle Trachtenberg. We kindly ask for privacy during this difficult
time. No additional details are available,” the statement read.

Trachtenberg began her acting career at the tender age of 3 with commercials, later gaining fame for her
role as Lily Montgomery on the soap opera All My Children. She rose to prominence starring in Nickelodeon’s
The Adventures of Pete & Pete and earned a Daytime Emmy nomination for Truth or Scare.

She joined Buffy the Vampire Slayer in 2000 as Dawn Summers, and later appeared in cult favorites like
EuroTrip and Ice Princess. In 2008, she took on the role of Georgina Sparks in Gossip Girl, a character known
for her cunning unpredictability.

Her final television contributions included guest roles on series such as House and NCIS: Los Angeles, along
with a reprisal of her role in Max’s Gossip Girl sequel in 2023.

Matt Grobar contributed to this report.

Vocabulary List:

1. Autopsy /'>:top.si/ (noun): A medical examination of a dead body to determine the cause of death.

2. Complications / kompli'keifanz/ (noun): Difficulties that arise especially as a result of a medical procedure or
condition.

3. Pronounced /pra'nauvnst/ (verb): Declared or made an announcement of something officially.

4. Spokesperson /'spouvks,p3r.san/ (noun): A person who speaks on behalf of another person or group.

5. Cunning /'kan.in/ (adjective): Having or showing skill in achieving one’s ends by deceit or evasion.
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6. Acknowledging /ak'npl.1dz/ (verb): Accepting or admitting the existence or truth of something.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. Which term refers to the period after childbirth?

Option: Heartbreaking
Option: Navigate
Option: Postpartum
Option: Lamenting

2. Which word means to be praised or recognized for excellence?

Option: Burden
Option: Acclaimed
Option: Casual
Option: Cunning

3. Which word describes someone or something famous and respected?
Option: Poignant
Option: Prowess
Option: Renowned
Option: Nurturing

4. What term refers to unforeseen issues or problems?

Option: Scrubbing
Option: Complications
Option: Esteemed
Option: Ambitious

5. Which adverb means to be honest and straightforward?
Option: Pervasive
Option: Candidly
Option: Collaborators
Option: Autopsy

6. What term describes expressing sorrow or regret?

Page 2
www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Option: Climax

Option: Lamenting
Option: Accolades
Option: Acclaimed

7. Which word means easily noticeable or clear?

Option: Prowess
Option: Pronounced
Option: Spokesperson
Option: Cunning

8. What term means to fail or peter out gradually?

Option: Acknowledging
Option: Fizzle

Option: Recognition
Option: Spokesperson

9. What term refers to cleaning intensely?

Option: Casual
Option: Scrubbing
Option: Recognition
Option: Collaborators

10. What term means to accept or admit the existence of something?
Option: Ambitious
Option: Acknowledging
Option: Accolades
Option: Esteemed

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. In unfamiliar territory one needs to carefully to reach the destination.

12. Carrying such a heavy load can be a significant on one's back.

13. His to the project was invaluable without it the success would not have been

possible.

14. The influence of social media is becoming increasingly impacting every aspect
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of our lives.

15. Each person plays a distinct in the success of the team.

16. After the mysterious death of the celebrity an was performed to determine the
cause.

17. The success of the project was largely due to the dedication of all the

involved.

18. Many women experience emotional changes during the period following
childbirth.

19. She was an member of the community highly regarded for her charitable
work.

20. His martial arts \ was unmatched earning him numerous tournament victories.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The film's ending was so that many in the audience were moved to tears.

22. He wore a outfit to the formal event not realizing the dress code.

23. Her kind and nature made her an excellent teacher for young children.

24. The fox's nature allowed it to outsmart the other animals in the forest.

25. Understanding your in the team helps promote effective collaboration.

26. The movie reached its with a dramatic car chase scene.

27. Her talent as an artist earned her numerous awards and .

28. His goal was to climb the highest mountain on every continent.

29. The excitement over the new product seemed to as sales declined.
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30. Her hard work and dedication finally led to the she deserved.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Postpartum 2. Acclaimed 3. Renowned 4. Complications 5. Candidly 6. Lamenting

7. Pronounced 8. Fizzle 9. Scrubbing 10. Acknowledging

Gap-Fill: 11. navigate 12. burden 13. contribution 14. pervasive 15. role 16. autopsy 17. collaborators

18. postpartum 19. esteemed 20. prowess

Matching sentence: 1. poignant 2. casual 3. nurturing 4. cunning 5. role 6. climax 7. accolades 8. ambitious
9. fizzle 10. recognition
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