
Mutants and Mutagen in Magic: The Gathering Explained

Description

The new cards in Magic: The Gathering are based on the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. This time, the focus
is on green and blue. These colours fit well with the theme of mutants. Many creatures in this world, like
frogs and fish, are often green or blue.

The designers wanted to use a special game rule called "mutate" but decided it was too complicated for this
set. Instead, they created a new idea called "old mutagen." This mechanic allowed players to mix creatures
but needed changes as it was tricky to use.

One important card is Genghis Frog. He is a 4/4 creature. He can make other creatures stronger. The team
made adjustments to balance the game better and reduce confusion.

Another card is Mutagen Man. He creates Mutagen tokens, which help increase other creatures' strength.
The team wanted to make his card fun and useful.

Finally, Venus is a character from the TMNT universe. She grows stronger when taking damage. Together,
these cards showcase mutants and their powers. Players can expect more from this set in March 2026.

Vocabulary List:

1. Mutants /ˈmjuː.tənts/ (noun): Creatures with changed genes.
2. Creatures /ˈkriː.tʃərz/ (noun): Living beings often animals.
3. Mechanic /məˈkæn.ɪk/ (noun): A rule or system in a game.
4. Tokens /ˈtoʊ.kənz/ (noun): Items used as a game piece.
5. Strength /strɛŋkθ/ (noun): The power or ability to do things.
6. Balance /ˈbæl.əns/ (noun): Fairness and equality in a game.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the main focus of the new cards in Magic: The Gathering? 
    Option: Red and yellow
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    Option: Green and blue
    Option: Black and white
    Option: Purple and orange

2. What special game rule did the designers decide against using? 
    Option: Transform
    Option: Mutate
    Option: Evolve
    Option: Combine

3. What is Genghis Frog's creature power/toughness? 
    Option: 2/2
    Option: 3/3
    Option: 4/4
    Option: 5/5

4. What does Mutagen Man create? 
    Option: Mutagen tokens
    Option: Creature cards
    Option: Special abilities
    Option: Game artifacts

5. When can players expect more from this set? 
    Option: March 2025
    Option: March 2026
    Option: March 2027
    Option: March 2028

6. What mechanic did the team create instead of mutate? 
    Option: Old mutagen
    Option: New evolve
    Option: Creature mix
    Option: Power boost

True-False

7. The new cards are based on the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 2
www.esl-news.com



8. The focus of the cards is solely on the color green. 

9. Genghis Frog is a creature card that can make other creatures weaker. 

10. The team aimed to make Mutagen Man's card useful and fun. 

11. Venus grows weaker when taking damage. 

12. The old mutagen mechanic was straightforward and easy to use. 

Gap-Fill

13. The new cards in Magic: The Gathering are based on the  Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

14. One important card is Genghis Frog, who is a  creature. 

15. The special game rule 'mutate' was deemed too  for this set. 

16. Mutagen Man helps increase other creatures'  through Mutagen tokens. 

17. Venus grows stronger when taking . 

18. Players can expect more from this set in  2026. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Green and blue 2. Mutate 3. 4/4 4. Mutagen tokens 5. March 2026 6. Old mutagen
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. Teenage 14. 4/4 15. complicated 16. strength 17. damage 18. March

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which of the following is often portrayed as having extraordinary abilities in popular media? 
    Option: Robots
    Option: Mutants
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    Option: Aliens
    Option: Zombies

2. In gaming what term refers to a physical or virtual item that represents a character or object? 
    Option: Coins
    Option: Tokens
    Option: Cards
    Option: Points

3. What term describes the rules and systems that govern gameplay in a video game? 
    Option: Graphics
    Option: Mechanic
    Option: Story
    Option: Soundtrack

4. Which of the following describes a challenge that requires significant effort to overcome? 
    Option: Easy
    Option: Difficult
    Option: Simple
    Option: Straightforward

5. Which type of gameplay allows immediate feedback and action in response to player inputs? 
    Option: Turn-based
    Option: Real-time
    Option: Simulation
    Option: Asynchronous

6. What term describes improving or enhancing a game feature or character? 
    Option: Downgrade
    Option: Upgrade
    Option: Decline
    Option: Reduce

7. What term is used to describe changing from one game mode to another? 
    Option: Switch
    Option: Toggle
    Option: Swap
    Option: Change

8. What action involves making something better or more effective? 
    Option: Diminish
    Option: Reduce
    Option: Enhance
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    Option: Weaken

9. Which of the following refers to customizable options in a game? 
    Option: Levels
    Option: Settings
    Option: Profiles
    Option: Characters

10. What is the term for storing old game data for future reference? 
    Option: Delete
    Option: Backup
    Option: Archive
    Option: Store

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. In the fantasy game players can encounter various mythical . 

12. The character’s  increased after gaining experience points. 

13. The game developers regularly update the game with new  to keep players 

engaged. 

14. Players must  their resources effectively to succeed in the game. 

15. Players can track their  on the main menu of the game. 

16. This update added several new  that improve gameplay mechanics. 

17. The immersive storyline provides a unique  for players. 

18. The latest patch aims to make gameplay  and more enjoyable. 

19. You can  your character’s appearance with different skins and outfits. 

20. If you want to free up space you might decide to  some games. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The hero faced numerous challenges due to their tainted past that haunted them.
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22. The demonic creatures emerged from the shadows creating an atmosphere of fear.

23. The tutorial provided helpful tips that allowed new players to grasp the controls quickly.

24. After hours of gaming a sense of lethargy washed over the players making them restless.

25. The movie trailer showcased stunning visual effects and thrilling action sequences.

26. In order to unlock special features players needed to collect enough tokens throughout the game.

27. The unique game mechanic added layers of strategy and depth to the player’s experience.

28. The players could archive their favorite moments by saving game clips to share later.

29. The option to switch between different characters added versatility to the gameplay.

30. Regular updates help to improve the overall user experience and game stability.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Mutants 2. Tokens 3. Mechanic 4. Difficult 5. Real-time 6. Upgrade 7. Switch 8. Enhance
9. Settings 10. Archive
Gap-Fill: 11. creatures 12. strength 13. content 14. manage 15. progress 16. features 17. experience
18. smoother 19. customize 20. uninstall
Matching sentence: 1. tainted 2. demonic 3. helpful 4. lethargy 5. trailer 6. tokens 7. mechanic 8. archive
9. switch 10. improve
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