
Mutants and Mutagens in Magic: The Gathering

Description

The latest update on the Magic: The Gathering series features new mechanics inspired by the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles (TMNT). The focus is on a green and blue colour pair that explores mutant characters
and their transformations within the TMNT universe.

The designers aimed to incorporate the concept of mutants into the game, using green and blue colours,
which are often associated with such characters in Magic. Notably, the TMNT universe includes various
mutant allies, such as frogs and lizards, which typically fit these colours.

Initially, the team considered using the "mutate" mechanic, a complex feature that combines creatures.
However, they decided against this due to its intricate rules. Instead, they developed a simpler concept
called "old mutagen," which allowed for powerful transformations but presented balancing challenges.
Feedback from playtesting revealed that the mechanic often led to extreme results, making gameplay
unpredictable and difficult to manage.

As a result, the designers shifted strategies and introduced "Mutagen tokens," which represent the
mutagenic transformations. This mechanic functions by providing players with the ability to enhance their
creatures through +1/+1 counters, reflecting the themes of growth and change inherent in the TMNT lore.

Upcoming releases will include cards featuring characters like Genghis Frog and Mutagen Man, each
designed to engage players with unique abilities connected to the theme of mutation. The set, titled 
Magic: The Gathering | Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, will be available on 6 March 2026, with pre-orders now
open through various channels.

Vocabulary List:

1. Mechanic /məˈkænɪk/ (noun): A game feature or system to use.
2. Inspired /ɪnˈspaɪəd/ (verb): To create using ideas from something else.
3. Focus /ˈfoʊkəs/ (noun): The main point of interest or attention.
4. Mutant /ˈmjuːtənt/ (noun): A being that has changed in a special way.
5. Transformations /trænsˈfɔːrmeɪʃənz/ (noun): Big changes in form or appearance.
6. Incorporate /ɪnˈkɔːrpəreɪt/ (verb): To include or combine something into a whole.
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Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term is used to categorize a group of organisms capable of interbreeding? 
    Option: Ecosystem
    Option: Species
    Option: Predator
    Option: Mutant

2. What term refers to substances that can cause harm or injury to living organisms? 
    Option: Ambush
    Option: Toxic
    Option: Venom
    Option: Focus

3. Which structure provides support for the body of many organisms? 
    Option: Skull
    Option: Ecosystem
    Option: Skeleton
    Option: Technology

4. What is a toxic substance produced by some animals to immobilize their prey? 
    Option: Predator
    Option: Venom
    Option: Mechanic
    Option: Emerging

5. What process involves reassembling parts to recreate an object or organism? 
    Option: Reconstruction
    Option: Transformations
    Option: Cooperate
    Option: Decline

6. What term refers to the application of scientific knowledge for practical purposes? 
    Option: Focus
    Option: Technology
    Option: Notable
    Option: Visual

7. What tactic involves attacking something unexpectedly? 
    Option: Skeleton
    Option: Ambush
    Option: Preserved
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    Option: Significant

8. What term describes a community of living organisms and their physical environment interacting as a 
system? 
    Option: Attribute
    Option: Species
    Option: Ecosystem
    Option: Collection

9. Which term refers to someone who repairs or maintains machinery? 
    Option: Mechanic
    Option: Notable
    Option: Significant
    Option: Focus

10. What term is used to describe a decrease in quality quantity or strength? 
    Option: Emerging
    Option: Decline
    Option: Transformations
    Option: Incorporate

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The  protects the brain and forms the structure of the head. 

12. To enhance the presentation we used  aids such as charts and images. 

13. In nature  can lead to new species evolving over time. 

14. The findings of the research were deemed  for understanding climate change. 

15. To achieve our goals we must  with other teams and departments. 

16. The scientist made a  contribution to the field of genetics. 

17. The technology sector has many  industries that are developing rapidly. 

18. The museum’s  of ancient artifacts is truly impressive. 

19. A lion is often seen as a top  in its habitat. 
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20. The artists were  by nature and its beauty. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Certain snakes use venom to subdue their prey before consumption.

22. Coral reefs provide a rich and diverse ecosystem for marine life.

23. With advancements in technology our understanding of the universe has grown exponentially.

24. The human skeleton is composed of 206 bones that provide structure and support.

25. The discovery of penicillin was a significant milestone in medicine.

26. Caterpillars undergo remarkable transformations to become butterflies.

27. Numerous species in the rainforest cooperate for mutual survival.

28. Mutant organisms can exhibit characteristics that differ significantly from their parent species.

29. To be successful it’s essential to focus on your goals and objectives.

30. The wolf is a predator that plays a crucial role in maintaining ecosystem balance.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Species 2. Toxic 3. Skeleton 4. Venom 5. Reconstruction 6. Technology 7. Ambush
8. Ecosystem 9. Mechanic 10. Decline
Gap-Fill: 11. Skull 12. Visual 13. Transformations 14. Significant 15. Cooperate 16. Notable 17. Emerging
18. Collection 19. Predator 20. Inspired
Matching sentence: 1. Venom 2. Ecosystem 3. Technology 4. Skeleton 5. Significant 6. Transformations
7. Cooperate 8. Mutant 9. Focus 10. Predator
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5. mutagen
6. mutants
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