
NASA Withdraws Satellites as Musk Plans Mars Landing

Description

The commercial space industry is currently witnessing a transformation, with established players such as
Boeing facing challenges while agile startups like Blue Origin and SpaceX, led by billionaires Jeff Bezos and
Elon Musk respectively, continue to attract government and investment funding. Despite Musk's grand
visions for SpaceX's future in space exploration, Blue Origin recently encountered a setback when NASA
decided to halt preparations for the launch of its New Glenn rocket carrying the Escapade satellites. This
decision was made due to concerns over potential technical challenges and launch delays associated with
the mission.

Critics have long criticized Blue Origin for the slow development of the New Glenn rocket, which only gained
momentum after Bezos brought in a new CEO, David Limp, to lead the company. On the other hand,
SpaceX, under Musk's leadership, is gearing up for the test launch of its Starship rocket and has set
ambitious timelines for crewed missions to Mars in the coming years. Musk envisions establishing a self-
sustaining city on Mars within two decades, making humanity a multi-planetary species.

While Musk's bold plans may seem ambitious, especially in light of recent setbacks faced by other players in
the industry, SpaceX's rapid testing and improvement processes have yielded successful results. In
contrast, Blue Origin's cautious approach has been criticized for its slow progress. Despite setbacks, both
companies continue to push the boundaries of space exploration with their innovative technologies and
vision for the future.

In conclusion, the competition between Blue Origin and SpaceX reflects the dynamic nature of the
commercial space industry, with each company pursuing different strategies and business models under the
leadership of Bezos and Musk. As the space race intensifies, it will be interesting to see how these billionaire-
backed ventures shape the future of space exploration.

Vocabulary List:

1. Transformation /ˌtrænsfərˈmeɪʃən/ (noun): A thorough or dramatic change in form or appearance.
2. Setback /ˈsɛtˌbæk/ (noun): A reversal or check in progress.
3. Cautious /ˈkɔːʃəs/ (adjective): Careful to avoid potential problems or dangers.
4. Ambitious /æmˈbɪʃəs/ (adjective): Having a strong desire for success or achievement.
5. Dynamic /daɪˈnæmɪk/ (adjective): Characterized by constant change activity or progress.
6. Innovation /ˌɪnəˈveɪʃən/ (noun): The introduction of new ideas methods or products.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who is the billionaire leading Blue Origin in the commercial space industry? 
    Option: Jeff Bezos
    Option: Elon Musk
    Option: David Limp
    Option: Ratan Naval Tata

2. Which company recently faced a setback with NASA halting preparations for the launch of the New Glenn 
rocket? 
    Option: SpaceX
    Option: Boeing
    Option: NASA
    Option: Blue Origin

3. What is one reason cited for NASA's decision to halt the New Glenn rocket launch preparations? 
    Option: Lack of funding
    Option: Technical challenges
    Option: Space debris
    Option: Political reasons

4. Who is spearheading the ambitious timelines for crewed missions to Mars at SpaceX? 
    Option: Jeff Bezos
    Option: David Limp
    Option: Elon Musk
    Option: Ratan Naval Tata

5. Which company has been criticized for slow progress in space exploration? 
    Option: Blue Origin
    Option: Boeing
    Option: SpaceX
    Option: NASA

6. What does Elon Musk envision establishing on Mars within two decades? 
    Option: Theme park

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 2
www.esl-news.com



    Option: Underwater city
    Option: Self-sustaining city
    Option: Military base

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Jeff Bezos 2. Blue Origin 3. Technical challenges 4. Elon Musk 6. Self-sustaining city

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term refers to the act of changing or altering something completely? 
    Option: Setback
    Option: Cautious
    Option: Transformation
    Option: Ambitious

2. Which term implies constant change activity or progress? 
    Option: Dynamic
    Option: Innovation
    Option: Epitomizes
    Option: Illustrious

3. What term means the action or process of making something physically stronger or more solid? 
    Option: Conglomerates
    Option: Incipient
    Option: Resonances
    Option: Consolidation

4. Which term describes something that causes harm or damage? 
    Option: Orchestrates
    Option: Detrimental
    Option: Competition
    Option: Impetus

5. What term refers to the process of removing personally identifiable information from data sets? 
    Option: Navigating
    Option: Unveiling
    Option: Anonymization
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    Option: Legible

6. Which term represents the introduction of new ideas methods or products? 
    Option: Vigorous
    Option: Anonymization
    Option: Regulators
    Option: Innovation

7. What term is used to describe a reversal or check in progress? 
    Option: Opposition
    Option: Setback
    Option: Obstruct
    Option: Eradicate

8. What term means well-known respected and admired for past achievements? 
    Option: Predominant
    Option: Illustrious
    Option: Consolidation
    Option: Vigorous

9. Which term refers to the force or energy with which a body moves? 
    Option: Competition
    Option: Impetus
    Option: Navigating
    Option: Unveiling

10. What term describes something characterized by the creation of something? 
    Option: Legible
    Option: Centric
    Option: Capabilitites
    Option: Generative

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. After the  of the old building a modern structure emerged in its place. 

12. The company thrived on constant  and creative solutions for its customers. 

13. The fallen tree limbs did not merely block the road; they completely  traffic. 

14. In the market the company held a  position due to its superior products. 
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15. The new fitness regime had a  effect on her increasing her stamina and agility. 

16. Industry  were tasked with ensuring that companies complied with safety 

standards. 

17. The artist's studio was a  space where ideas flowed freely and creative energy 

abounded. 

18. The merger marked the  of two major companies into a single entity. 

19. To protect user privacy the company implemented strict  procedures for 

handling personal data. 

20. The new software showcased advanced  that improved efficiency and user 

experience. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The explorer proceeded through the treacherous terrain with a careful and prudent approach.

22. The young entrepreneur had grand plans and aspirations for her startup aiming to disrupt the
industry.

23. The historic landmark the city's rich cultural heritage and architectural brilliance.

24. The startup was still in its stage with potential for rapid growth and success.

25. The conductor skillfully the symphony bringing together the harmonious blend of instruments.

26. Despite facing strong from rival companies the new product gained significant market share.

27. The campaign aimed to poverty in the region through sustainable development projects.

28. The poem's powerful words evoked deep emotional among the audience.

29. In the global market fierce drove companies to innovate and improve constantly.
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30. The young adults were tasked with the complex maze to reach the treasure hidden within.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Transformation 2. Dynamic 3. Consolidation 4. Detrimental 5. Anonymization 6. 
Innovation 7. Setback 8. Illustrious 9. Impetus 10. Generative
Gap-Fill: 11. transformation 12. innovation 13. obstructed 14. predominant 15. vigorous 16. regulators
17. generative 18. consolidation 19. anonymization 20. capabilities
Matching sentence: 1. Cautious 2. Ambitious 3. Epitomizes 4. Incipient 5. Orchestrates 6. Opposition 7. 
Eradicate 8. Resonances 9. Competition 10. Navigating
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