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NASA’s Voyager Probe Marks 50 Years of Space Exploration
Description

NASA's Voyager 1 spacecraft is set to reach a significant milestone on November 18, 2026, when it will be
one light-day away from Earth. This distance is equivalent to about 16.1 billion miles, marking an important
achievement in space exploration.

Voyager 1 is remarkable not only for its distance but also for its longevity. Launched from Florida in
September 1977 during Jimmy Carter's presidency, it has now been functioning for nearly 50 years. At
present, Voyager 1 travels through deep space at a speed of 38,000 mph, making it the farthest human-
made object from Earth. To put its distance in perspective, if someone drove at 50 mph, it would take
around 37,000 years to reach Voyager 1's current location.

The mission initially focused on close encounters with Jupiter and Saturn, capturing vital data that led to
discoveries such as Jupiter's faint ring and volcanic activity on its moon, lo. Additionally, in 1990, Voyager 1
took the celebrated "Pale Blue Dot" photo of Earth.

Today, Voyager 1 still sends information back to NASA, although there is a 23-hour delay due to the vast
distance. There was a communication issue in 2023 that took months to fix. Despite this, Voyager 1
continues to operate, maintaining a few scientific instruments that help study interstellar conditions.

Looking ahead, Voyager 2, its twin, will also wind down its operations to conserve power. It remains an
extraordinary testament to NASA's dedication to exploring our solar system and beyond.

Vocabulary List:

milestone //'mail,stoun// (noun): an important event or stage in progress

longevity //lan'dzevati// (noun): how long something continues to exist or work
equivalent //1'kwivalant// (adjective): the same in value, amount, or meaning
interstellar //,inta''stelay// (adjective): in or relating to the space between stars
instruments //'instreamants// (noun): tools used to measure, observe, or record things
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testament //'testamant// (noun): something that shows strong proof or evidence

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What significant milestone will Voyager 1 reach on November 18, 20267

Option: One light-year away from Earth
Option: One light-day away from Earth
Option: One light-hour away from Earth
Option: One light-minute away from Earth

2. When was Voyager 1 launched?

Option: September 1975
Option: September 1976
Option: September 1977
Option: September 1978

3. What speed does Voyager 1 travel through deep space?

Option: 28,000 mph
Option: 30,000 mph
Option: 35,000 mph
Option: 38,000 mph

4. How long has Voyager 1 been functioning as of now?

Option: 40 years
Option: 45 years
Option: 50 years
Option: 55 years

5. What photo did Voyager 1 take in 19907?

Option: Earthrise
Option: Pale Blue Dot
Option: The Blue Marble
Option: First Light

6. What is one of the discoveries made by Voyager 1 during its mission?

Option: Saturn's rings

Option: Jupiter's faint ring
Option: Neptune's storms
Option: Mars' atmosphere
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True-False

7. Voyager 1 is the closest human-made object to Earth.

8. Voyager 1 has been operational since September 1977.

9. The communication delay from Voyager 1 to NASA is 24 hours.

10. Voyager 2 is expected to continue operations without any power issues.

11. Voyager 1 was launched during George W. Bush's presidency.

12. Voyager 1 has encountered significant communication issues in the past.

Gap-Fill

13. NASA's Voyager 1 spacecraft will be one light-day away from Earth on

14. Voyager 1 was launched from Florida in

15. The speed of Voyager 1 is approximately mph.

16. To reach Voyager 1's current location by driving at 50 mph would take around
years.

17. The photo taken by Voyager 1 in 1990 is known as

18. Thereis a hour delay in communication with Voyager 1.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. One light-day away from Earth 2. September 1977 3. 38,000 mph 4. Nearly 50 years 5.
Pale Blue Dot 6. Jupiter's faint ring

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. November 18, 2026 14. September 1977 15. 38,000 16. 37,000 17. Pale Blue Dot 18. 23
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