
Optimal viewing times and methods to maximize your experience

Description

The much-anticipated Perseid meteor shower, renowned among stargazers as one of the premier celestial
spectacles of the year, is poised to reach its peak between the 11th and 13th of August. However, the
celestial show has already commenced, with the first meteors gracing the night sky in July and expected to
continue their ethereal dance throughout the majority of August. For those eager to witness this awe-
inspiring event, experts suggest that the optimal time to catch a glimpse of a meteor shower is shortly after
midnight, concluding approximately an hour before the break of dawn. While these meteors are visible to
the naked eye, it is advisable to monitor the weather conditions in your locale, as visibility may be hindered
by inclement atmospheric phenomena.

The Perseid meteors, visible from all corners of the globe, derive their name from their apparent point of
origin within the constellation Perseus. While on ordinary nights, only a modest number of meteors may
grace the heavens each hour, the zenith of the Perseids promises a veritable meteoric inundation. On
occasion, fortunate spectators may be treated to the dazzling display of over 100 meteors hurtling through
the firmament every hour, according to leading scientists. These luminous streaks are the result of Earth
traversing the residue of comets or asteroids, which collide with our atmosphere, igniting in a mesmerizing
blaze of light.

The Perseids, pronounced 'Per-see-ids,' are borne from the remnants of the Swift-Tuttle comet. Dr. Gregory
Brown, the esteemed Senior Public Astronomy Officer at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, expounds on
the exceptional velocity of this meteor shower, remarking that these celestial fragments hurtle through
space at a remarkable 37 miles per second. Despite their breathtaking luminosity, these minuscule cosmic
entities—resembling mere specks of paint or grains of sand—pose no threat of impact upon Earth's surface,
thereby alleviating any concerns of potential harm.

To optimize your chances of observing this celestial phenomenon, endeavor to position yourself in the most
secluded, light-free location with an unobstructed vista of the night sky. The darker the environs, the
greater the likelihood of capturing the mesmerizing sight of meteors streaking across the heavens. Dr.
Brown advises viewers to fill their field of vision with the expansive canopy of stars, reclining comfortably or
utilizing a reclining chair, and patiently awaiting the celestial exhibition. By allowing your eyes to acclimate
to the darkness and maintaining a vigilant gaze for at least an hour, you stand a promising chance of
witnessing this sublime spectacle unfold before your eyes.

Vocabulary List:

1. Celestial /səˈlɛs.tʃəl/ (adjective): Relating to the sky or outer space.
2. Inundation /ˌɪn.ʌnˈdeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): An overwhelming flow or flood especially of meteors in this context.
3. Ethereal /ɪˈθɪə.ri.əl/ (adjective): Extremely delicate and light in a way that seems too perfect for this world.
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4. Acclimate /ˈæk.lɪ.meɪt/ (verb): To adjust to a new environment or conditions.
5. Modest /ˈmɒd.ɪst/ (adjective): Moderate in size amount or scope; not excessive or extreme.
6. Phenomenon /fəˈnɒm.ɪ.nən/ (noun): An observable event or occurrence especially one that is extraordinary or 

unusual.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the optimal time to catch a glimpse of the Perseid meteor shower? 
    Option: A. Shortly after sunrise
    Option: B. Mid-afternoon
    Option: C. Shortly after midnight
    Option: D. Late evening

2. From which constellation do the Perseid meteors derive their name? 
    Option: A. Orion
    Option: B. Perseus
    Option: C. Leo
    Option: D. Aquarius

3. What is the approximate velocity at which the Perseid meteor fragments travel through space? 
    Option: A. 10 miles per second
    Option: B. 25 miles per second
    Option: C. 37 miles per second
    Option: D. 50 miles per second

4. What is the recommended duration for maintaining a vigilant gaze to observe the meteor shower? 
    Option: A. 15 minutes
    Option: B. 30 minutes
    Option: C. 45 minutes
    Option: D. 1 hour

5. What is the primary advice given by Dr. Brown for optimal meteor shower viewing? 
    Option: A. Use a telescope
    Option: B. Stand in a brightly lit area
    Option: C. Recline comfortably in a dark unobstructed location
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    Option: D. Watch from a busy city street

6. How many meteors can fortunate spectators witness during the zenith of the Perseids on occasion? 
    Option: A. Over 50 meteors
    Option: B. Over 75 meteors
    Option: C. Over 100 meteors
    Option: D. Over 125 meteors

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. C. Shortly after midnight 2. B. Perseus 3. C. 37 miles per second 4. D. 1 hour
5. C. Recline comfortably in a dark unobstructed location 6. C. Over 100 meteors

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term describes something existing occurring or done under the surface of the earth? 
    Option: Subterranean
    Option: Reservoir
    Option: Permeated
    Option: Inundate

2. Which term is related to the physics of the earth and its environment? 
    Option: Geophysical
    Option: Elucidated
    Option: Landscape
    Option: Emergence

3. What does the term "consumption" refer to? 
    Option: Consumption
    Option: Paradigm
    Option: Transitioning
    Option: Celestial

4. What is described as related to the sky or the heavens? 
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    Option: Celestial
    Option: Inundation
    Option: Ethereal
    Option: Acclimate

5. What term describes the state of being able to see or be seen? 
    Option: Visibility
    Option: Celestial
    Option: Optimal
    Option: Anticipated

6. What is the term for becoming accustomed to a new climate or to new conditions? 
    Option: Acclimate
    Option: Modest
    Option: Phenomenon
    Option: Anticipated

7. Which term refers to a typical example or pattern of something? 
    Option: Paradigm
    Option: Transitioning
    Option: Congregate
    Option: Dazzling

8. What term means extremely impressive beautiful or skillful? 
    Option: Dazzling
    Option: Paradigm
    Option: Consumption
    Option: Ethereal

9. Which term describes the visible features of an area of land its landforms and how they integrate with 
natural or man-made features? 
    Option: Landscape
    Option: Engaging
    Option: Consumption
    Option: Geophysical

10. What is the term for the process of becoming visible after being concealed? 
    Option: Emergence
    Option: Inundate
    Option: Ethereal
    Option: Modest
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Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The city was  by heavy rainfall causing severe flooding. 

12. The aroma of fresh bread  the entire bakery making everyone crave a snack. 

13. To achieve  health it is important to maintain a balanced diet and exercise 

regularly. 

14. The dancer moved across the stage with an  grace captivating the audience. 

15. As the bell rang students began to  in the courtyard for the morning assembly. 

16. Despite his wealth he lived in a  house and preferred simple belongings. 

17. The new movie release was highly  with fans counting down the days until it 

premiered. 

18. The teacher used  activities to hold the students' attention throughout the 

lesson. 

19. The sudden appearance of the rare bird species was a natural  that amazed 

researchers. 

20. The scientist  the complex theory in a way that even non-experts could 

understand. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The caterpillar is into a butterfly in a fascinating process of metamorphosis.

22. Astronomers study the movements and positions of bodies such as stars and planets.

23. The dam created a large of water that supplied the surrounding villages.

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 5
www.esl-news.com



24. The heavy rains led to the of the low-lying areas causing a flood.

25. Getting enough rest is crucial for performance both physically and mentally.

26. The music had an quality that seemed to transport listeners to another world.

27. The scent of flowers the garden creating a pleasant atmosphere.

28. The increase in food during the holiday season resulted in a higher demand for groceries.

29. The study of earthquakes and fault lines falls under the field of science.

30. The unexpected of a rare flower in the garden surprised botanists.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Subterranean 2. Geophysical 3. Consumption 4. Celestial 5. Visibility 6. Acclimate
7. Paradigm 8. Dazzling 9. Landscape 10. Emergence
Gap-Fill: 11. inundated 12. permeated 13. optimal 14. ethereal 15. congregate 16. modest 17. anticipated
18. engaging 19. phenomenon 20. elucidated
Matching sentence: 1. transitioning 2. celestial 3. reservoir 4. inundation 5. optimal 6. ethereal 7. permeated
8. consumption 9. geophysical 10. emergence
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