
Original ‘Dennis the Menace’ Star Passes Away at 73

Description

Jay North, famously known for portraying Dennis Mitchell in the original 1959 television series “Dennis the
Menace,” sadly passed away on Sunday after a prolonged battle with cancer. His close friend, Laurie
Jacobson, confirmed the news via a heartfelt social media post. Jay was 73 years old.

In her touching tribute, Jacobson stated, “Our beloved friend JAY NORTH fought valiantly against cancer for
many years, but this morning at noon EST, he peacefully left us at home.” She reflected on his difficult
journey in Hollywood and emphasized that it never overshadowed his life. Jay was known for having a
generous heart, and he cherished his friends deeply, often concluding conversations with the words, ‘I love
you with all my heart.’ We will miss him dearly. His pain has ended; he has finally found peace.”

The series “Dennis the Menace,” adapted from Hank Ketcham’s popular comic strip, aired for 146 episodes
over four seasons. It depicted young Dennis, the mischievous boy who constantly perplexed his elderly
neighbor Mr. George Wilson, played by Joseph Kearns. Other actors featured in the show included Herbert
Anderson, Gloria Henry, and Gale Gordon.

Following the show’s conclusion in 1963, North ventured into various television roles, appearing in series
such as “The Man from U.N.C.L.E.” and “My Three Sons.” He also lent his voice to animated productions like
“The Pebbles and Bamm-Bamm Show.” Born on August 3, 1951, in Hollywood, North began acting in
commercials at a young age, eventually landing the iconic role of Dennis. As an adult, he spoke candidly
about the challenges faced by child actors, advocating for their rights.

Vocabulary List:

1. Tribute /ˈtrɪb.juːt/ (noun): A statement or action expressing gratitude respect or admiration.
2. Heartfelt /ˈhɑːrt.felt/ (adjective): Characterized by or showing sincere and deep feeling.
3. Perplexed /pərˈplɛksd/ (verb): To cause someone to feel confused or baffled.
4. Generous /ˈdʒɛn.ə.rəs/ (adjective): Willing to give and share unstintingly; showing a readiness to give more of 

something as money or time than is strictly necessary or expected.
5. Vigilantly /ˈvɪdʒ.ɪ.lənt.li/ (adverb): In a way that shows careful watchfulness and attention.
6. Iconic /aɪˈkɒn.ɪk/ (adjective): Widely recognized and well-established; serving as a representative symbol.

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Which television series did Jay North famously portray Dennis Mitchell in? 
    Option: My Three Sons
    Option: The Man from U.N.C.L.E.
    Option: Dennis the Menace
    Option: The Pebbles and Bamm-Bamm Show

2. How old was Jay North when he passed away? 
    Option: 55
    Option: 68
    Option: 73
    Option: 80

3. Who confirmed Jay North's passing through a social media post? 
    Option: Joseph Kearns
    Option: Herbert Anderson
    Option: Laurie Jacobson
    Option: Gloria Henry

4. In which year did the television series 
    Option: 1959
    Option: 1963
    Option: 1970
    Option: 1982

5. What iconic role did Jay North land as an actor? 
    Option: Dennis Mitchell
    Option: Mr. George Wilson
    Option: The Man from U.N.C.L.E.
    Option: Pebbles Flintstone

6. Where was Jay North born? 
    Option: Hollywood
    Option: New York City
    Option: Los Angeles
    Option: Chicago
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True-False

7. Jay North fought against cancer for many years. 

8. Jay North played the character Mr. George Wilson in 

9. Jay North started acting in commercials as an adult. 

10. The television series 

11. 

12. Jay North had a reputation for ending conversations by saying 

Gap-Fill

13. Jay North was born on August 3, , in Hollywood. 

16. Jay North began acting in commercials at a young age, eventually landing the role of Dennis as a 

. 

17. Jay North spoke openly about the challenges faced by  actors. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Dennis the Menace 2. 73 3. Laurie Jacobson 4. 1963 5. Dennis Mitchell 6. Hollywood
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. 1951 16. child

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is a type of aggressive brain cancer? 
    Option: Glioblastoma
    Option: Prostate cancer
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    Option: Breast cancer
    Option: Lung cancer

2. What is a system of government characterized by strict obedience to authority at the expense of 
personal freedom? 
    Option: Democracy
    Option: Authoritarianism
    Option: Anarchy
    Option: Fascism

3. What is the action of deceiving someone? 
    Option: Truthfulness
    Option: Honesty
    Option: Deception
    Option: Transparency

4. What are additional problems that arise during or after a disease condition or treatment? 
    Option: Solutions
    Option: Complications
    Option: Improvements
    Option: Remedies

5. What is a gift declaration or other acknowledgment of gratitude respect or admiration? 
    Option: Apology
    Option: Criticism
    Option: Tribute
    Option: Insult

6. Which term refers to a person or thing that is widely recognized and well-established? 
    Option: Ordinary
    Option: Iconic
    Option: Unfamiliar
    Option: Nonconforming

7. Who is a person thought to be guilty of a crime? 
    Option: Innocent
    Option: Bystander
    Option: Witness
    Option: Suspect

8. What is the act of focusing one's mind for a period of time in silence or with the aid of chanting for 
religious or spiritual purposes? 
    Option: Sleep

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



    Option: Meditate
    Option: Eat
    Option: Run

9. What is behaving as though one is sexually attracted to someone but playfully rather than with serious 
intentions? 
    Option: Ignoring
    Option: Working
    Option: Flirting
    Option: Arguing

10. What is the state or condition of being free from being observed or disturbed by other people? 
    Option: Publicity
    Option: Privacy
    Option: Transparency
    Option: Fame

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The issue of cybersecurity is a  problem in the modern digital age. 

12. The company aims to  itself as a leader in sustainable technology. 

13. Despite repeated attempts to contact him he remained  to our messages. 

14. She is known for her  contributions to various charitable organizations. 

15. The meeting concluded on a  note with both parties expressing goodwill. 

16. The doctor provided a positive  for the patient's recovery. 

17. The security team monitored the premises  to prevent any unauthorized 

access. 

18. The elaborate scheme involved a web of lies and  to achieve its goals. 

19. She wrote a  letter expressing her deepest emotions and gratitude. 

20. The army considered  to the enemy rather than facing defeat. 
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Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. These are indications of a disease or condition experienced by a person.

22. A political ideology that exalts nation and often race above the individual.

23. A post-mortem examination to discover the cause of death.

24. All the money and property owned by a particular person especially at death.

25. To make secret or new information known.

26. A court order that compels or prevents a party from specific acts.

27. The action of keeping someone or something under control or within limits.

28. To think deeply or focus one's mind for a period of time usually for spiritual purposes.

29. Additional problems that arise during or after a condition or treatment.

30. A medical examination of a dead body to determine the cause of death.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Glioblastoma 2. Authoritarianism 3. Deception 4. Complications 5. Tribute 6. Iconic
7. Suspect 8. Meditate 9. Flirting 10. Privacy
Gap-Fill: 11. recurring 12. establish 13. unresponsive 14. generous 15. cordial 16. prognosis 17. vigilantly
18. deception 19. heartfelt 20. surrendering
Matching sentence: 1. symptoms 2. fascism 3. autopsy 4. estate 5. disclose 6. injunction 7. restraint 8. 
meditate 9. complications 10. autopsy
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