
Parisian Businesses Fall Short of Olympic Victory

Description

A thorough examination following the conclusion of the Olympics reveals a substantial increase in visitor
numbers. However, due to stringent security measures and the allure of the games themselves, many
shops, restaurants, and hotels in Paris experienced a decline in sales.

Expectations were high among Parisian business owners and hotel managers, who anticipated a remarkable
summer due to the influx of tourists for the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Yet, the reality proved to be
starkly different. The aftermath of the Games saw a disappointing season for many in the Paris service
industry, primarily attributed to security constraints around Olympic venues in the city center.

Tom Denaive, the proprietor of a jewelry store situated near significant Olympic locations such as the
Louvre Museum and Place de la Concorde, described the season as nothing short of "dramatic." Prominent
thoroughfares and attractions were closed off, leading to a palpable sense of desolation reminiscent of the
COVID-19 lockdowns.

Notably, even the iconic Louvre Museum reported a notable decrease in visitor numbers during the
Olympics, echoing the downturn experienced by businesses along rue Saint-Honor. High-end establishments
like French luxury candle brand Diptyque saw a substantial decline in sales, with August figures plummeting
by 29 percent compared to the previous year.

While Paris attracted a considerable influx of international and domestic tourists during the Olympic period,
shopping took a back seat to the sporting events. Tourists, engrossed in the spectacle of the games,
allocated their budgets predominantly towards accommodation, tickets, and travel expenses, relegating
shopping to a secondary consideration.

The decision to host Olympic events within the city center, rather than establishing an Olympic park outside
the core, presented logistical challenges for visitors attempting to access shops and restaurants. Enhanced
security measures, including a significant police presence, created barriers that hindered navigation across
the city.

Despite the setbacks faced by businesses in central Paris, officials expressed optimism regarding the long-
term benefits of the Olympics. Plans are underway to address financial losses incurred during the Games,
with a commission set to evaluate compensation requests from affected businesses. Ultimately, the Parisian
business community remains hopeful that the investments made in the city will yield positive results in the
years ahead.

Vocabulary List:

1. Examination /ɪɡˌzæməˈneɪʃən/ (noun): The act of inspecting or investigating something thoroughly.
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2. Substantial /səbˈstænʃəl/ (adjective): Of considerable importance size or worth.
3. Anticipated /ænˈtɪsɪpeɪtɪd/ (verb): Regarded as likely to happen; expected.
4. Remarkable /rɪˈmɑːrkəbl/ (adjective): Worthy of attention; unusual or remarkable.
5. Logistical /ləˈdʒɪstɪkəl/ (adjective): Relating to the organization of complex operations.
6. Optimism /ˈɒptɪˌmɪzəm/ (noun): Hopefulness and confidence about the future or the success of something.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What factor contributed to a decline in sales for many shops, restaurants, and hotels in Paris following 
the Olympics? 
    Option: Stringent security measures
    Option: Reduced tourist numbers
    Option: High prices
    Option: Lack of promotion

2. Why did many Parisian business owners and hotel managers anticipate a remarkable summer? 
    Option: Due to the allure of shopping in Paris
    Option: Because of the Paralympic Games
    Option: Influx of tourists for the Olympic and Paralympic Games
    Option: Strict security constraints

3. What was the primary reason for the disappointing season experienced by many in the Paris service 
industry after the Games? 
    Option: Lack of interest in shopping
    Option: Financial crisis
    Option: Security constraints around Olympic venues
    Option: Poor customer service

4. Which prominent attraction in Paris saw a notable decrease in visitor numbers during the Olympics? 
    Option: Eiffel Tower
    Option: Arc de Triomphe
    Option: Louvre Museum
    Option: Notre Dame Cathedral

5. What did tourists predominantly allocate their budgets towards during the Olympic period? 
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    Option: Shopping
    Option: Accommodation, tickets, and travel expenses
    Option: Fine dining
    Option: Sightseeing tours

6. What created barriers hindering navigation across the city of Paris during the Olympics? 
    Option: Enhanced shopping opportunities
    Option: Stringent security measures
    Option: Improved transportation services
    Option: Fewer tourists

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Stringent security measures 2. Influx of tourists for the Olympic and Paralympic Games
3. Security constraints around Olympic venues 4. Louvre Museum 5. Accommodation, tickets, and travel 
expenses

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is a formal test of a person’s knowledge or proficiency in a subject or skill? 
    Option: A. Review
    Option: B. Examination
    Option: C. Analysis
    Option: D. Assessment

2. Which word means to bring about a fundamental change in something? 
    Option: A. Adapt
    Option: B. Sustain
    Option: C. Revolutionize
    Option: D. Stabilize

3. What is the term for expected or predicted to happen? 
    Option: A. Sudden
    Option: B. Unforeseen
    Option: C. Anticipated
    Option: D. Spontaneous

4. What are weaknesses that may be exploited by an attacker? 
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    Option: A. Strengths
    Option: B. Vulnerabilities
    Option: C. Resilience
    Option: D. Defenses

5. What is the process of creating something new or significantly improving existing ideas or products? 
    Option: A. Replication
    Option: B. Innovation
    Option: C. Imitation
    Option: D. Stagnation

6. Who or what is equivalent to another in value significance or function? 
    Option: A. Colleagues
    Option: B. Counterparts
    Option: C. Opponents
    Option: D. Subordinates

7. What is the term for giving new life energy or strength to something? 
    Option: A. Stagnating
    Option: B. Diminishing
    Option: C. Revitalizing
    Option: D. Stalling

8. Which word describes the detailed coordination of a complex operation involving many people facilities 
or supplies? 
    Option: A. Strategic
    Option: B. Logistical
    Option: C. Tactical
    Option: D. Operational

9. What is the term for continuing firmly or obstinately in a course of action in spite of difficulty or 
opposition? 
    Option: A. Deter
    Option: B. Pause
    Option: C. Persist
    Option: D. Cease

10. What is the practice of obtaining goods or services from an outside supplier rather than an internal 
source? 
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    Option: A. Insourcing
    Option: B. Offshoring
    Option: C. Importing
    Option: D. Outsourcing

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The company reported a  increase in profits this quarter. 

12. The concept of  is important in ensuring fairness and impartiality. 

13. The government introduced a new economic  to boost consumer spending. 

14. After a period of decline there has been a remarkable  in interest in traditional 

crafts. 

15. It is important to  resources effectively to maximize productivity. 

16. Despite facing numerous challenges she continued to  in pursuing her dreams. 

17. Advances in technology have allowed manufacturers to  electronic devices. 

18. The lack of rainfall  the drought conditions in the region. 

19. Smartphones have become  in today’s society with almost everyone owning 

one. 

20. The project is  next week and is expected to be completed within six months. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Despite the challenges she maintained a positive outlook on the situation.

22. The scientist was known for his innovative work that led to the development of new technologies.

23. The self-driving car operates without the need for human intervention.

24. The growing income gap highlighted the between the rich and the poor.
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25. The challenges of coordinating the international conference were carefully managed by the event
organizers.

26. The company its latest product at the technology expo.

27. The community demonstrated remarkable in the face of the natural disaster.

28. It is important for businesses to market trends to stay ahead of the competition.

29. The company secured a investment to expand its operations globally.

30. The team achieved a victory despite being considered the underdogs.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. B. Examination 2. C. Revolutionize 3. C. Anticipated 4. B. Vulnerabilities 5. B. Innovation
6. B. Counterparts 7. C. Revitalizing 8. B. Logistical 9. C. Persist 10. D. Outsourcing
Gap-Fill: 11. substantial 12. equity 13. stimulus 14. resurgence 15. allocate 16. persist 17. miniaturize
18. exacerbated 19. ubiquitous 20. commencing
Matching sentence: 1. optimism 2. pioneering 3. autonomous 4. disparity 5. logistical 6. unveiled 7. resilience
8. anticipate 9. substantial 10. remarkable
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