
Prosecutors Target Illegal AI Images of Minors

Description

U.S. federal prosecutors are intensifying their efforts to combat criminals who utilize artificial intelligence to
produce images of child sexual abuse. The U.S. Justice Department has initiated legal proceedings against
individuals this year for employing generative AI systems to generate explicit images of children. According
to James Silver, the head of the Justice Department's Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section,
more similar cases are anticipated in the future.

The proliferation of generative AI technology has raised concerns within the Justice Department about
potential cyberattacks, increased sophistication of cryptocurrency scams, and threats to election security.
These cases represent a groundbreaking legal challenge, as prosecutors seek to apply existing U.S. laws to
crimes involving AI, particularly in the realm of child exploitation.

Generative AI systems enable offenders to manipulate ordinary photographs of children, potentially leading
to a surge in illicit material that could impede law enforcement efforts to identify and rescue actual victims.
Legal experts anticipate novel challenges in cases involving AI-generated abusive imagery, especially in
scenarios where identifiable children are not depicted. In some instances, obscenity charges may be
pursued when child pornography laws do not apply.

Recent cases involve individuals accused of using AI tools to morph innocent images of children into
sexually explicit content, underscoring the complexity of navigating legal boundaries in this emerging area.
Efforts are underway to prevent AI systems from being weaponized for abusive purposes, with advocacy
groups securing commitments from major technology companies to avoid training models on child sexual
abuse imagery and to monitor platforms to prevent its dissemination.

These developments underscore the urgent need to address the misuse of AI technology in producing
harmful content, highlighting the critical importance of proactive intervention to safeguard vulnerable
populations.

Vocabulary List:

1. Proliferation /prəˌlɪf.əˈreɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The rapid increase or spread of something.
2. Exploitation /ˌɛk.splɔɪˈteɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The action of treating someone unfairly to benefit from their work or 

situation.
3. Proactive /proʊˈæk.tɪv/ (adjective): Creating or controlling a situation rather than just responding to it after it 

has happened.
4. Illicit /ɪˈlɪs.ɪt/ (adjective): Forbidding by law rules or custom.
5. Manipulate /məˈnɪp.jʊ.leɪt/ (verb): To control or influence something or someone cleverly or unscrupulously.
6. Rescue /ˈrɛs.kjuː/ (verb): To save someone from a dangerous or distressing situation.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the focus of U.S. federal prosecutors in combating criminals? 
    Option: Financial crimes
    Option: Drug trafficking
    Option: AI-generated child sexual abuse images
    Option: Identity theft

2. Who is the head of the Justice Department's Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section? 
    Option: James Silver
    Option: Rachel Green
    Option: Michael Johnson
    Option: Sarah Smith

3. What are some concerns raised by the proliferation of generative AI technology within the Justice 
Department? 
    Option: Increased weather disasters
    Option: Potential cyberattacks
    Option: Rising unemployment rates
    Option: Improved healthcare services

4. What is a challenge prosecutors face concerning AI and child exploitation? 
    Option: Traffic violations
    Option: Tax evasion
    Option: Applying existing U.S. laws
    Option: Property disputes

5. In what circumstances may obscenity charges be pursued in AI-generated abusive imagery cases? 
    Option: When public figures are involved
    Option: In cases involving family disputes
    Option: If child pornography laws do not apply
    Option: For white-collar crimes

6. What type of commitments have advocacy groups secured from major technology companies? 
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    Option: Training AI models with child sexual abuse imagery
    Option: Avoiding monitoring platforms
    Option: Preventing AI systems from being weaponized
    Option: Ignoring legal boundaries

True-False

7. Prosecutors are not concerned about potential cyberattacks related to the use of generative AI 
technology. 

8. Legal experts do not anticipate challenges in cases involving AI-generated abusive imagery. 

9. Advocacy groups have not taken steps to prevent the dissemination of child sexual abuse imagery. 

10. The misuse of AI technology has no impact on producing harmful content. 

11. The Justice Department has not initiated legal proceedings against individuals for using generative AI 
systems to produce explicit images of children. 

12. AI tools have not been used to alter innocent images of children into sexually explicit content in recent 
cases. 

13. What are some concerns within the Justice Department related to the increased use of generative AI 
technology? Potential cyberattacks, increased sophistication of cryptocurrency scams, and threats to 
election security. 

Gap-Fill

14. Legal experts anticipate novel challenges in cases involving  abusive imagery, 

especially in scenarios where identifiable children are not depicted. 

15. In some instances, obscenity charges may be pursued when  laws do not 

apply. 
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16. Efforts are underway to prevent AI systems from being weaponized for 

purposes. 

17. These developments underscore the urgent need to address the misuse of AI technology in producing 

harmful content, highlighting the critical importance of proactive intervention to safeguard 

 populations. 

18. According to James Silver, the head of the Justice Department's Computer Crime and Intellectual 

Property Section, more  are anticipated in the future. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. AI-generated child sexual abuse images 2. James Silver 3. Potential cyberattacks 4. 
Applying existing U.S. laws 5. If child pornography laws do not apply 6. Preventing AI systems from being 
weaponized
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. False 13. False
Gap-Fill: 14. AI-generated 15. child pornography 16. abusive 17. vulnerable 18. similar cases

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term describes the rapid increase or spread of something? 
    Option: Accommodating
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Proliferation
    Option: Exploitation

2. Which term refers to a factory that produces batteries on a massive scale? 
    Option: Advantages
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Decarbonization
    Option: Gigafactory

3. What term describes the benefits or positive aspects of a particular situation or action? 
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    Option: Decarbonization
    Option: Exploitation
    Option: Advantages
    Option: Buoyant

4. Which term refers to the process of reducing carbon emissions? 
    Option: Operational
    Option: Illicit
    Option: Decarbonization
    Option: Sustainability

5. What term refers to an attitude thought or judgment prompted by feeling? 
    Option: Sentiment
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Mitigating
    Option: Exploitation

6. Which term describes the quality of being environmentally friendly or not harmful to the environment? 
    Option: Eco-friendliness
    Option: Advocacy
    Option: Disruptions
    Option: Financial

7. What term describes the ability to float on or in a liquid or gas? 
    Option: Buoyant
    Option: Illicit
    Option: Transformative
    Option: Breakthrough

8. Which term refers to the employees of a company organization or country? 
    Option: Sentiment
    Option: Operational
    Option: Workforce
    Option: Sustainability

9. What term describes relating to the identification of long-term goals and the means of achieving them? 
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Strategic
    Option: Intercalation
    Option: Mitigating

10. Which term describes taking action to reduce the severity seriousness or painfulness of something? 
    Option: Utilizing
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    Option: Buoyant
    Option: Mitigating
    Option: Intercalation

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The hotel staff were extremely  catering to all the guests’ needs. 

12. The company was accused of engaging in labor  taking advantage of 

vulnerable workers. 

13. The new factory will become fully  by the end of the year. 

14. She dedicated her life to animal rights  fighting for the welfare of all creatures. 

15. The company had to make some tough  decisions in order to stay afloat during 

the economic downturn. 

16. His comments only served to  the already tense situation. 

17. The company’s commitment to environmental  has earned it a good 

reputation. 

18. The strike caused major  to the transportation system affecting thousands of 

commuters. 

19. Being  in addressing potential issues can help prevent larger problems in the 

future. 

20. The authorities cracked down on the illegal  trade in the region. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Her towards the project was positive as she believed it would make a difference in the community.
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22. The government implemented new policies aimed at the effects of climate change.

23. The company is focused on cutting-edge technology to improve its production processes.

24. The invention of the internet had a impact on how information is shared globally.

25. The research team celebrated a major in finding a potential cure for the disease.

26. The process of of ions into the material is crucial for the battery to function properly.

27. The factory is now fully producing goods for distribution.

28. One of the major of the new system is its ability to save time and money.

29. The country set ambitious targets for to combat climate change.

30. The company announced plans to build a new to meet the growing demand for electric vehicles.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Proliferation 2. Gigafactory 3. Advantages 4. Decarbonization 5. Sentiment 6. Eco-
friendliness 7. Buoyant 8. Workforce 9. Strategic 10. Mitigating
Gap-Fill: 11. Accommodating 12. Exploitation 13. Operational 14. Advocacy 15. Financial 16. Exacerbate
17. Sustainability 18. Disruptions 19. Proactive 20. Illicit
Matching sentence: 1. Sentiment 2. Mitigating 3. Utilizing 4. Transformative 5. Breakthrough 6. Intercalation
7. Operational 8. Advantages 9. Decarbonization 10. Gigafactory
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