
Quantum Stocks Surge as Trump’s Bet Sparks Market Split

Description

Over the past year, former President Trump has emphasised the importance of quantum computing, arguing
that the United States must take an early lead in this field to outpace China. A recent announcement from
his administration has led to a significant surge in shares of key companies in this sector.

On Thursday, shares of Rigetti Computing, D-Wave Quantum, and Infleqtion rose by over 30%, adding
nearly $4.9 billion to their combined market value in just one day. This boost was partly due to the
announcement of $100 million grants for each company, as part of a larger $2 billion initiative to support
the U.S. quantum computing industry. In addition, shares of IonQ increased by 12% despite not receiving an
initial grant, suggesting confidence in future opportunities.

While retail investors expressed excitement over the developments, some market participants remain
cautious. They argue that the sharp rise in stock prices may not reflect the companies' actual financial
health, given their early-stage status and ongoing losses. Traders noted concerns about sustaining these
gains, with some choosing to take profits amid the rally.

Political analysts have raised questions about the implications of government funding for private companies,
suggesting it may undermine the principles of American capitalism. As the quantum computing industry
evolves, the response from the market and potential future changes in government support will be closely
monitored.

Vocabulary List:

1. quantum //ˈkwɑːn.təm// (adjective): related to very small particles and energy
2. surge //sɝdʒ// (noun): a large and sudden rise in something
3. grants //ɡrænts// (noun): money given by an organization for a purpose
4. initiative //ɪˈnɪʃətɪv// (noun): a new plan or action to solve a problem
5. undermine //ˌʌndɚˈmaɪn// (verb): make a person, idea, or system weaker
6. implications //ˌɪmplɪˈkeɪʃənz// (noun): possible effects or results of an action

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What field has former President Trump emphasized as important for the United States? 
    Option: Artificial Intelligence
    Option: Quantum Computing
    Option: Biotechnology
    Option: Cybersecurity

2. How much funding was announced for each company in the quantum computing sector? 
    Option: $50 million
    Option: $75 million
    Option: $100 million
    Option: $200 million

3. Which company saw its shares rise by over 30% after the announcement? 
    Option: IonQ
    Option: Rigetti Computing
    Option: D-Wave Quantum
    Option: Infleqtion

4. What was the total market value added to the quantum computing companies mentioned? 
    Option: $3 billion
    Option: $4.9 billion
    Option: $5.5 billion
    Option: $6 billion

5. How much is the larger initiative to support the U.S. quantum computing industry worth? 
    Option: $1 billion
    Option: $2 billion
    Option: $3 billion
    Option: $5 billion

6. What percentage did IonQ's shares increase by despite not receiving an initial grant? 
    Option: 10%
    Option: 12%
    Option: 15%
    Option: 20%
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True-False

7. Former President Trump believes the U.S. should take a late lead in quantum computing. 

8. Shares of D-Wave Quantum rose by over 30% following the announcement. 

9. Investors are universally confident in the financial health of the quantum computing companies. 

10. The announcement included a total of $100 million in grants for three companies. 

11. Political analysts are concerned that government funding for private companies may contradict 
American capitalism principles. 

12. The quantum computing industry is fully matured and does not require future government support. 

Gap-Fill

13. Former President Trump argues that the U.S. must take an early lead in . 

14. Shares of Rigetti Computing, D-Wave Quantum, and Infleqtion rose by over 

after the announcement. 

15. The total funding announced for the quantum computing initiative is  billion. 

16. Some market participants remain cautious about the sharp rise in stock prices and claim it may not 

reflect the companies' actual financial . 

17. Political analysts suggest that government funding might undermine the principles of American 

 economy. 

18. Despite not receiving an initial grant, IonQ's shares increased by  percent. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Quantum Computing 2. $100 million 3. Rigetti Computing 4. $4.9 billion 5. $2 billion 6. 
12%
True-False: 7. False
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8. True 9. False 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. quantum computing 14. 30% 15. 2 16. health 17. capitalism 18. 12

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term is often used to describe high-quality goods that are expensive? 
    Option: Economy
    Option: Budget
    Option: Luxury
    Option: Standard

2. Which verb means to increase speed or rate? 
    Option: Decelerate
    Option: Accelerate
    Option: Moderate
    Option: Sustain

3. What term refers to a reduction in quantity or quality? 
    Option: Surge
    Option: Increase
    Option: Decline
    Option: Stagnation

4. What does it mean when a process is expedited? 
    Option: Delayed
    Option: Speeded up
    Option: Cancelled
    Option: Ignored

5. What is it called when customers reserve a product before it is available? 
    Option: Backorder
    Option: Preorder
    Option: Inventory
    Option: Blind sale

6. Which word best describes rules that are strict and demanding? 
    Option: Loose
    Option: Stringent
    Option: Flexible
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    Option: Lenient

7. What term is used to describe a situation where there is not enough of something? 
    Option: Abundance
    Option: Surplus
    Option: Shortages
    Option: Availability

8. Which term refers to the ability to generate profit? 
    Option: Loss
    Option: Profitability
    Option: Revenue
    Option: Expenditure

9. What is the term for selling something that was previously purchased? 
    Option: Buying
    Option: Reselling
    Option: Trading
    Option: Bargaining

10. What do you call taxes imposed on imported goods? 
    Option: Subsidies
    Option: Tariffs
    Option: Incentives
    Option: Levies

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The  sector is crucial for the economy due to its role in creating goods. 

12. To improve functionality, the team decided to  the original product design. 

13. Market  forecast an increase in demand for eco-friendly products. 

14. Recent research suggests that  computing may revolutionize data processing. 

15. There was a sudden  in online sales during the holiday season. 

16. The new government  aims to reduce carbon emissions significantly. 

17. The art  proudly showcased his rarest pieces at the gallery. 
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18. Investors often try to  properties for a quick profit. 

19. The  age of participants in the study was thirty years. 

20. The nearby oil  was temporarily shut down for maintenance. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The company unveiled its latest gadget at the technology conference.

22. The study revealed significant implications for future research in genetics.

23. High-performance vehicles often require specific lubricants to function optimally.

24. After the incident, the machinery was left inoperable and needed extensive repairs.

25. The constant criticism could undermine the team's morale and productivity.

26. The success of the campaign was attributed to effective social media strategies.

27. The region has faced ongoing conflict that has disrupted local communities.

28. The university received grants to fund innovative research projects.

29. There is a growing demand for sustainable energy solutions worldwide.

30. The restaurant must adhere to stringent health and safety regulations.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Luxury 2. Accelerate 3. Decline 4. Speeded up 5. Preorder 6. Stringent 7. Shortages
8. Profitability 9. Reselling 10. Tariffs
Gap-Fill: 11. manufacturing 12. redesign 13. analysts 14. quantum 15. surge 16. initiative 17. collector 18. 
flip 19. average 20. refinery
Matching sentence: 1. unveiled 2. implications 3. lubricants 4. inoperable 5. undermine 6. attributed 7. 
conflict 8. grants 9. demand 10. stringent
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