
Real ER Doctor Discusses Common Plotline in Pitt’s Season 2

Description

In the popular medical drama "The Pitt," one of the most significant plotlines in its second season reflects a
common issue in real hospitals. According to ER doctor J Mack Slaughter, the shutdown of electronic medical
records is not uncommon and can elicit strong reactions from healthcare professionals watching the show.

This season has featured several instances where electronic records became inaccessible, particularly due
to concerns about hacking. However, Slaughter revealed that such shutdowns can occur routinely, lasting
from 20 minutes to three hours. This situation is seen as a typical part of hospital operations and can create
chaos, especially during busy times when emergency departments are filled with patients needing urgent
care.

Slaughter recounted his own experiences during a hectic night shift where, for three hours, the electronic
medical record system failed. He described it as "an absolute nightmare," emphasising how disruptive it is
to healthcare. Sometimes, these outages happen for routine maintenance, which also hinders patient care.

The lack of electronic records not only stalls workflows but complicates basic functions. Staff are reliant on
digital systems for critical safety checks, patient histories, and medication interactions. Slaughter suggested
that a solution is needed to reduce the frequency or eliminate these outages, calling it "a really big
problem." He expressed hope that in the future, such issues will seem outdated.

For now, there seems to be no immediate resolution in sight, but the hope remains that season three of
"The Pitt" may depict a reduction in these disruptions.

Vocabulary List:

1. inaccessible //ˌɪnækˈsɛsəbəl// (adjective): not able to be reached or used easily
2. hacking //ˈhækɪŋ// (noun): breaking into a computer or computer network
3. outages //ˈaʊtɪdʒɪz// (noun): times when an important service stops working
4. maintenance //ˈmeɪntənəns// (noun): regular work to keep things working properly
5. disruptive //dɪsˈrʌptɪv// (adjective): causing problems that stop normal work or activity
6. reliant //rɪˈlaɪənt// (adjective): needing something so it can work correctly

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What is a common issue highlighted in the second season of 'The Pitt'? 
    Option: Shutdown of electronic medical records
    Option: Increased patient care
    Option: Expansion of hospital facilities
    Option: Reduction in staff

2. How long can shutdowns of electronic records last according to J Mack Slaughter? 
    Option: 5 minutes to 30 minutes
    Option: 20 minutes to 3 hours
    Option: 1 hour to 2 hours
    Option: 30 minutes to 4 hours

3. What does J Mack Slaughter describe the failure of the electronic medical record system as? 
    Option: A minor inconvenience
    Option: An absolute nightmare
    Option: A routine occurrence
    Option: A manageable issue

4. What is considered a typical part of hospital operations? 
    Option: Routine patient check-ups
    Option: Shutdowns of electronic medical records
    Option: Staff training
    Option: Inpatient admissions

5. What does Slaughter suggest is needed to improve the situation with electronic records? 
    Option: More staff training
    Option: Increased funding
    Option: A solution to reduce outages
    Option: Advancements in technology

6. What hope does J Mack Slaughter express for the future? 
    Option: That electronic records will be eliminated
    Option: That staffing will improve
    Option: That disruptions will seem outdated
    Option: That the hospital will receive more funding
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True-False

7. The Pitt is a reality show about hospitals. 

8. The electronic medical record shutdowns can create chaos during busy times. 

9. J Mack Slaughter believes the shutdowns are a rare occurrence. 

10. Routine maintenance can cause outages in electronic records. 

11. Patients benefit from the lack of electronic medical records. 

12. The hope remains that future seasons will illustrate fewer disruptions. 

Gap-Fill

13. According to J Mack Slaughter, the shutdown of electronic medical records is not uncommon and can 

elicit strong reactions from  professionals. 

14. The situation can create chaos, especially during busy times when emergency departments are filled 

with  needing urgent care. 

15. Slaughter described the failure of the electronic medical record system as 'an absolute 

.' 

16. The lack of electronic records complicates  functions. 

17. Slaughter called the electronic records issue 'a really big .' 

18. He expressed hope that in the future, such issues will seem ? 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Shutdown of electronic medical records 2. 20 minutes to 3 hours 3. An absolute 
nightmare 4. Shutdowns of electronic medical records 5. A solution to reduce outages 6. That disruptions 
will seem outdated
True-False: 7. False
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8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. healthcare 14. patients 15. nightmare 16. basic 17. problem 18. outdated

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is typically the focus of a masterclass? 
    Option: Group study sessions
    Option: Expert-led training
    Option: General education
    Option: Casual discussions

2. What does misuse usually refer to? 
    Option: Proper use of something
    Option: Abuse or inappropriate use
    Option: Creative use
    Option: Identifying use patterns

3. What is grief commonly associated with? 
    Option: Joy
    Option: Celebration
    Option: Loss
    Option: Happiness

4. What does resilience refer to? 
    Option: The ability to recover quickly from difficulties
    Option: The process of learning
    Option: Lack of adaptability
    Option: Decline in performance

5. Which of the following best describes something that is theatrical? 
    Option: Subtle and understated
    Option: Dramatic and exaggerated
    Option: Boring and dull
    Option: Ordinary and mundane

6. What is typically the role of someone who supervises? 
    Option: To ignore tasks
    Option: To oversee and manage work
    Option: To perform all tasks alone
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    Option: To take breaks frequently

7. What does outages usually refer to? 
    Option: Increased service
    Option: Interruption of service
    Option: Enhanced performance
    Option: Additional features

8. What is the aim of initiatives that seek to destigmatise? 
    Option: To create stigma
    Option: To reduce discrimination
    Option: To encourage stereotypes
    Option: To spread misinformation

9. What is a common context for bidding? 
    Option: Selling services
    Option: Participating in an auction
    Option: Planning events
    Option: Designing buildings

10. What does hacking typically refer to in technology? 
    Option: Positive coding
    Option: Unauthorized access to systems
    Option: Creating software
    Option: Building hardware

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Identifying the  between two studies can provide deeper insights. 

12. The project will be completed  over the next six months. 

13. Excessive stress can have  effects on mental health. 

14. He was diagnosed with an anxiety  last year. 

15. The remote village was deemed  due to the harsh weather conditions. 

16. The film's  of the main character was criticized by reviewers. 

17. The support from the community was  after the tragedy. 
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18. He was  with information when asked about the project. 

19. Effective  of data can lead to better analysis. 

20. The major  in the novel revolve around love and loss. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The researcher focused on the similarities found in cultural practices.

22. She spent months grieving the loss of her beloved pet.

23. It is important to rearrange your tasks to ensure efficiency.

24. The company took steps to secure sensitive data from breaches.

25. Regular maintenance of equipment can prolong its life.

26. Many people are reliant on technology for daily tasks.

27. Frequent outages can disrupt business operations significantly.

28. Children can be very disruptive during group activities.

29. The screenplay was praised for its witty dialogue and character development.

30. The documentary shed light on the issue of suicide among teenagers.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Expert-led training 2. Abuse or inappropriate use 3. Loss 4. The ability to recover quickly 
from difficulties 5. Dramatic and exaggerated 6. To oversee and manage work 7. Interruption of service
8. To reduce discrimination 9. Participating in an auction 10. Unauthorized access to systems
Gap-Fill: 11. similarities 12. progressively 13. detimental 14. disorder 15. inaccessible 16. portrayal
17. overwhelming 18. forthcoming 19. grouping 20. themes
Matching sentence: 1. likenesses 2. grieving 3. arrange 4. secure 5. maintenance 6. reliant 7. outages
8. disruptive 9. screenplay 10. suicide
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