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Reeves Increases Defence Spending, Cuts Welfare: Impact and Analysis
Description

In an upcoming Spring Statement, Chancellor Rachel Reeves is gearing up to announce further reductions in
welfare benefits and government spending, amidst concerns over the sluggish economic growth and the
need to improve living standards. Despite facing pressure over the economy's performance, Reeves is set to
emphasize the importance of national security by confirming a £2.2 billion boost in defense spending. She
argues that in a rapidly changing world, the UK must act swiftly to secure its future, not just in terms of
national security but also economic stability.

Reeves, who has ruled out tax hikes, aims to underline her government's achievements in the nine months
since taking office. She asserts that boosting defense spending is not just about enhancing national security
but also ensuring economic security. Despite some economists questioning the impact of increased defense
spending on economic growth, Reeves remains resolute in her approach.

Moreover, Reeves faces challenges in meeting her borrowing and debt reduction targets, given the current
low economic growth and rising government borrowing costs. The Office for Budget Responsibility is
expected to revise downward its growth projections for the UK, amidst global economic uncertainties
triggered by events like the conflict in Ukraine and trade tariffs.

As Reeves grapples with the economic challenges, she is set to unveil further details of the significant
welfare cuts and constraints on government spending. With economic forecasts indicating a challenging
road ahead, the Chancellor's strategic decisions in the Spring Statement will be crucial in navigating the
complex economic landscape and setting a course for long-term stability and growth.

Vocabulary List:

Welfare /'wel.fer/ (noun): Financial support given to individuals or families in need.
Reductions /ri'dak.fanz/ (noun): Decreases in the size quantity or price of something.
Projections /pra'dzek.fanz/ (noun): Estimates of future trends based on current data.
Constraints /kan'streints/ (noun): Limitations or restrictions placed on something.
Economic /,i:.ka'nom.1k/ (adjective): Relating to the economy or financial matters.
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Stability /sta'bil.1.ti/ (noun): The state of being steady and not changing.

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What is Chancellor Rachel Reeves set to announce in the upcoming Spring Statement?

Option: Tax hikes

Option: Reductions in welfare benefits and government spending
Option: Increase in social programs funding

Option: Infrastructure development projects

2. What is one of the reasons mentioned for the boost in defense spending?

Option: National security

Option: Economic growth

Option: Improving international relations
Option: Boosting employment

3. What challenge does Chancellor Rachel Reeves face in meeting her targets?

Option: High economic growth

Option: Low government borrowing costs

Option: Rising economic stability

Option: Low economic growth and rising government borrowing costs

4. What global events have impacted the economic uncertainties mentioned?

Option: Trade agreements

Option: Brexit negotiations

Option: Conflict in Ukraine and trade tariffs
Option: Environmental regulations

5. What outcome is expected from the Office for Budget Responsibility regarding UK growth projections?

Option: Upward revision

Option: Stagnant projection
Option: No change in projections
Option: Downward revision

6. What is emphasized as crucial in the Chancellor's strategic decisions in the Spring Statement?

Option: Short-term gains

Option: Setting long-term stability and growth
Option: Maximizing government spending
Option: Investing in international markets
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True-False

7. Chancellor Rachel Reeves is set to announce tax hikes in the Spring Statement.

8. Increasing defense spending is only about enhancing national security according to Rachel Reeves.

9. Reeves is confident in meeting her borrowing and debt reduction targets despite economic challenges.

10. The Office for Budget Responsibility is expected to revise upward UK growth projections.

11. Economic forecasts suggest an easy road ahead for Chancellor Reeves.

12. Rising government borrowing costs are not a concern for Rachel Reeves.

Gap-Fill

13. Chancellor Rachel Reeves is gearing up to announce further reductions in welfare benefits and

government spending amidst concerns over the sluggish economic growth and the need to improve living

standards. The upcoming Spring Statement will emphasize the importance of national security by

confirming a billion boost in defense spending.

14. Rachel Reeves aims to underline her government's achievements in the nine months since taking

office. She asserts that boosting defense spending is not just about enhancing national security but also

ensuring economic

15. Despite challenges in meeting her borrowing and debt reduction targets, Rachel Reeves is set to unveil

further details of significant welfare cuts and constraints on government

16. The Chancellor's strategic decisions in the Spring Statement will be crucial in navigating the complex

economic landscape and setting a course for long-term stability and

17. With economic forecasts indicating a challenging road ahead, Chancellor Rachel Reeves remains

resolute in her approach to addressing the concerns over sluggish economic growth and improving living
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amidst the need to secure national security and economic
18. The Office for Budget Responsibility is expected to revise downward its growth projections for the UK,

amidst global economic uncertainties triggered by events like the conflict in Ukraine and

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Reductions in welfare benefits and government spending 2. National security 3. Low
economic growth and rising government borrowing costs 4. Conflict in Ukraine and trade tariffs 5.
Downward revision 6. Setting long-term stability and growth

True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. £2.2 14. security 15. spending 16. growth 17. stability 18. trade tariffs

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. In which state was Sarah when she was completely absorbed in reading a book?
Option: Ohio
Option: Texas
Option: California
Option: New York

2. Which term relates to the financial conditions of a country or region?
Option: Geopolitical
Option: Economic
Option: Cultural
Option: Defense

3. What are suggestions or proposals for a course of action?
Option: Tariffs
Option: Duties
Option: Recommendations
Option: Dispute

4. Which term refers to protecting a country against potential threats?

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Option: Accessibility
Option: Defense
Option: Collaboration
Option: Reductions

5. What term describes the feeling of fascination or curiosity?

Option: Participated
Option: Projections
Option: Intrigue
Option: Acknowledged

6. Which term relates to the influence of geographical factors on politics and international relations?
Option: Stability
Option: Geopolitical
Option: Unified
Option: Revitalized

7. What term refers to being a part of a group or organization?

Option: Avenues
Option: Membership
Option: Constraints
Option: Intrigue

8. Which term means imitating or reproducing the conditions of a real-life situation?

Option: Revitalized
Option: Engrossed
Option: Simulated
Option: Capablities

9. Which term relates to customs arts social institutions and achievements of a particular nation people or
group?

Option: Cultural

Option: Acknowledged

Option: Unified

Option: Welfare

10. What are the limitations or restrictions on an individual or group?

Option: Burdened

Option: Convoluted
Option: Constraints
Option: Reductions
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Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The company made optimistic about its future growth.

12. The new marketing campaign the sales of the product.

13. The government aims to improve the of healthcare services in rural areas.
14. Customs are taxes imposed on imported and exported goods.

15. Successful projects often require strong among team members.

16. Her contributions to the field were widely by experts.

17. The company implemented cost-cutting measures leading to significant

in expenses.

18. The team was ~with the task of completing the project within a tight deadline.

19. The organization focuses on improving the of underprivileged communities.

20. The country witnessed a sense of togetherness and purpose feeling in its

goals.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The students in various extracurricular activities to enhance their skills.

22. Political is crucial for the economic growth of a nation.

23. Countries may impose on imported goods to protect domestic industries.

24. Her hard work and dedication were by her peers.

25. Customs are charges levied on goods transported across international borders.

26. The research team followed a approach to analyze the data.
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27. The company showcased its innovative and advanced in the technology sector.

28. Efforts are being made to achieve cost and increase efficiency.

29. The conference focused on discussing the implications of international trade policies.

30. The unexpected twists in the storyline added an element of to the movie.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Ohio 2. Economic 3. Recommendations 4. Defense 5. Intrigue 6. Geopolitical 7.
Membership 8. Simulated 9. Cultural 10. Constraints

Gap-Fill: 11. projections 12. revitalized 13. accessibility 14. duties 15. collaboration 16. acknowledged

17. reductions 18. burdened 19. welfare 20. unified

Matching sentence: 1. participated 2. stability 3. tariffs 4. acknowledged 5. duties 6. systematic 7. capabilities
8. reductions 9. geopolitical 10. intrigue
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