
Review of Contra: Operation Galuga by IGN

Description

Returning to an amusement park from one's childhood can evoke a warm sense of nostalgia, much like I felt
when I dove back into Contra: Operation Galuga. This game reminded me of the coin-operated arcade
phases of my youth and why I had greatly reveled in that era. However, it also disclosed how scant
evolution has taken place within these realms over those intervening years. Although this revamped version
of the original Contra certainly ticked the box as a satisfactory modernization, it perhaps adhered too rigidly
to its forerunners by merely incorporating minor adjustments. Despite this, I harbor no regrets regarding the
time spent in achieving mission completion with my comrades. Nevertheless, this specific gaming odyssey
isn't likely to linger long in my memory.

Keeping to the dependable yet potentially mundane formula, this side-scrolling shooter hosts a series of
stages riddled with adversaries, followed by a boss level. Portrayed as a sequel, Operation Galuga bears
more resemblance to a reboot of the original game, with similar characters and stage sequences. However,
significant enhancements do help alleviate the deja vu experience, such as fully voiced characters,
engaging cut scenes, and additional game stages.

One caveat, though, the narrative development isn’t quite as successful. The added story, although
providing context, more often detracts from the otherwise high-voltage game due to dreary writing, flat
characters, and protracted dialogues. The story could certainly benefit from quicker pacing and less
excessive dialogue on plot devices.

The classic levels paired with the new stages offer a solid dose of nostalgia-fueled action. The revamp of the
original levels offers some thrilling experiences with improved graphics and mechanics. The entirely new
level introduces refreshing gameplay elements that keep players on edge. However, the thrill is somewhat
dampened by the predictability of the gameplay. A truly enchanting game should keep you guessing,
beyond its flashy title screen.

Operation Galuga maintains the majority of the traditional Contra gameplay, offering little to captivate long-
time fans beyond the barrage of enemy fire. While minor tweaks like new character skills do inject a slight
breath of freshness, its overall impact on gameplay is minuscule.

Elements from the developer WayForward’s previous Contra game, Contra 4, have been woven into this
installment too. The gun backup system, for instance, allows one to switch weapons, offering strategic
depth. Players can also upgrade weapons, adding an interesting layer to the gaming mechanics. An
"overload weapon" provision has been added too, which provides short-term benefits at the cost of
sacrificing a weapon.

Adding novelty, the arcade, and challenge modes from Contra 4 are also included, with the former offering a
four-player co-op and the latter putting up unique challenges. While the communal thrill of multiplayer
mode is appealing, the monotony of repeating the same stages reduces its lasting appeal. The Challenge
Mode also offers minor enjoyment before it, too, becomes somewhat stale.

In conclusion, although Contra: Operation Galuga has its moments, it ultimately highlights the need for

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 1
www.esl-news.com



more significant strides in evolution for the nostalgia-laden games of this genre. Its steadfast adherence to
the tried-and-true methods of its predecessors is both a strength and a weakness, echoing the sentiment
that, sometimes, even the sweetest nostalgia requires progress.
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Vocabulary List:

1. Nostalgia // (noun): A sentimental longing or affection for the past.
2. Reveled // (verb): To take great pleasure or delight.
3. Evolution // (noun): The gradual development or change over time.
4. Rigidity // (noun): The quality of being strict and inflexible.
5. Odyssey // (noun): A long and eventful journey or experience.
6. Deja vu // (noun): A feeling that one has lived through the present situation before.

Vocabulary quizzes
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Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the process of converting an asset into money or legal tender? 
    Option: Synchronization
    Option: Monetization
    Option: Optimization
    Option: Utilization

2. Which term refers to a state of low spirits caused by loss of hope or courage? 
    Option: Despondence
    Option: Elation
    Option: Contentment
    Option: Vivacity

3. What term describes a system or process that allows two or more entities to communicate or work 
together? 
    Option: Static
    Option: Dormant
    Option: Interactive
    Option: Isolated

4. Which term refers to the way in which something is regarded understood or interpreted? 
    Option: Inspection
    Option: Perception
    Option: Assumption
    Option: Conception

5. What term is used to describe something that is widely recognized and well-established? 
    Option: Ordinary
    Option: Iconic
    Option: Obscure
    Option: Insignificant

6. Which term relates to the use of living organisms cells or biological processes in technology engineering 
medicine etc.? 
    Option: Biotechnological
    Option: Mechanical
    Option: Chemical
    Option: Digital

7. Which word means to take great pleasure or delight in something? 
    Option: Despised
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    Option: Reveled
    Option: Bored
    Option: Ignored

8. Which term describes the gradual development of something into a more complex or advanced state? 
    Option: Regression
    Option: Evolution
    Option: Stagnation
    Option: Disintegration

9. What term is used to describe a long and eventful or adventurous journey? 
    Option: Excursion
    Option: Odyssey
    Option: Stroll
    Option: Commute

10. Which term describes doing something with keen interest or enthusiasm? 
    Option: Reluctantly
    Option: Lazily
    Option: Casually
    Option: Eagerly

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Scientists use specific tools and methods to  data and measurements. 

12. The company announced plans for global  in the coming year. 

13. In a connected world social media is  present in everyday life. 

14. The discovery of electricity marked a new  in human history. 

15. The strict rules and regulations imposed a sense of  on the employees. 

16. Experiencing a feeling of  made him believe he had been in that exact situation 

before. 

17. Looking at old photographs often evokes feelings of  for the good old days. 

18. The new technology represents a shift in the  of how tasks are performed. 
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19. The coach was pleased to see the players so  about the upcoming match. 

20. People living in coastal areas are often more  to the effects of hurricanes. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The organization promotes an work environment where diversity is valued.

22. Some clubs have a reputation for being and only admitting certain types of members.

23. The protests were fueled by the widespread among the population.

24. The new medical research represents a significant in the treatment of the disease.

25. The tension in the room was so thick it was almost .

26. The answer to the mystery remained despite hours of investigation.

27. The shift to remote work has caused a change in how businesses operate.

28. She solved the problem using a method no one had considered before.

29. The puppies were so that everyone wanted to take them home.

30. I with your assessment of the situation; we need to act quickly.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Monetization 2. Despondence 3. Interactive 4. Perception 5. Iconic 6. Biotechnological
7. Reveled 8. Evolution 9. Odyssey 10. Eagerly
Gap-Fill: 11. Quantify 12. Expansion 13. Ubiquitously 14. Epoch 15. Rigidity 16. Deja vu 17. Nostalgia
18. Paradigm 19. Enthusiastic 20. Vulnerable
Matching sentence: 1. Inclusive 2. Exclusionary 3. Discontent 4. Breakthrough 5. Palpable 6. Elusive 7. 
Paradigm 8. Ingeniously 9. Adorable 10. Concur
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