
Robin Williams’ Rare Computer Monitor Still Wows Enthusiasts

Description

Robin Williams, the renowned actor and comedian, was celebrated for his roles in films such as "Mrs.
Doubtfire" and "Good Will Hunting." His passion for gaming and technology, however, often went unnoticed.
Notably, he possessed a sophisticated 24-inch Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 monitor, a device cherished by
tech enthusiasts.

The Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 stands out due to its unique characteristics. This CRT (cathode ray tube)
monitor featured a 16:10 widescreen aspect ratio and boasted a maximum resolution of 2304x1440, making
it one of the few of its kind. The FD Trinitron technology employed by Sony provided extraordinary visual
clarity, enabling a refresh rate of 80Hz at its native resolution, and even reaching 160Hz at lower settings,
comparable to modern gaming monitors.

Williams' choice of monitor reflects his discerning taste in technology. His enthusiasm for gaming was well-
known; he famously named his daughter Zelda after the popular Nintendo game, "The Legend of Zelda." He
actively engaged with various gaming titles, such as "Call of Duty," "Counter-Strike," and "World of
Warcraft." The latter even featured him as a character after fans petitioned for his inclusion, highlighting his
impact within the gaming community.

Despite advancements in display technology, the Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 remains a revered piece
among collectors. Its impressive specifications and limited production have contributed to its desirability in
today’s market. This fascination illustrates Williams' exceptional appreciation for both technology and
gaming, underscoring his legacy beyond his cinematic achievements. Current enthusiasts may seek to
acquire this monitor, reflecting the actor's lasting influence in the realm of gaming and technology.

Vocabulary List:

1. CRT /siː-ɑːr-tiː/ (noun (abbr.)): Short for "cathode ray tube": an older type of display technology that uses 
electron beams to create images on a phosphorescent screen.

2. cathode ray tube /ˈkæθ.oʊd reɪ ˌtjuːb/ (noun phrase): The full name for CRT; a vacuum tube display technology 
in which electron beams strike a coated screen to produce images.

3. aspect ratio /ˈæs.pɛkt ˈreɪ.ʃi.oʊ/ (noun phrase): The proportional relationship between a display’s width and 
height (e.g. 16:10).

4. resolution /ˌrɛz.əˈluː.ʃən/ (noun): The number of distinct pixels on a display usually given as width × height (e.g. 
2304×1440); it determines image detail.

5. refresh rate /rɪˈfrɛʃ reɪt/ (noun phrase): How many times per second a display updates its image measured in 
hertz (Hz); higher rates produce smoother motion.

6. enthusiasts /ɪnˈθjuː.zi.æsts/ (noun (plural)): People who have a strong interest and specialized knowledge about 
a particular hobby or subject (here: technology/gaming).
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the screen size of the Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 monitor? 
    Option: 21 inches
    Option: 24 inches
    Option: 27 inches
    Option: 30 inches

2. What is the maximum resolution of the Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900? 
    Option: 1920x1080
    Option: 2304x1440
    Option: 2560x1440
    Option: 3840x2160

3. Which of the following games was NOT mentioned as one of Robin Williams' favorites? 
    Option: Call of Duty
    Option: Counter-Strike
    Option: World of Warcraft
    Option: Fortnite

4. What aspect ratio does the Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 feature? 
    Option: 4:3
    Option: 16:9
    Option: 16:10
    Option: 21:9

5. Robin Williams named his daughter after which video game? 
    Option: The Legend of Zelda
    Option: Super Mario
    Option: Final Fantasy
    Option: Pac-Man

6. What refresh rate does the Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 achieve at lower settings? 
    Option: 60Hz
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    Option: 80Hz
    Option: 120Hz
    Option: 160Hz

True-False

7. Robin Williams was known primarily for his roles in video games. 

8. The Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 is a flat-screen LCD monitor. 

9. Robin Williams was featured as a character in World of Warcraft. 

10. The Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 monitor has a maximum resolution of 1920x1080. 

11. Robin Williams named his daughter Zelda after a character from a famous video game. 

12. The GDM-FW900 monitor is not sought after by technology collectors. 

Gap-Fill

13. Robin Williams was celebrated for films such as 'Mrs. Doubtfire' and 'Good Will Hunting,' but his passion 

for gaming and technology often went unnoticed. Notably, he possessed a  Sony 

Trinitron GDM-FW900 monitor. 

14. The Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 enables a refresh rate of 80Hz at its native resolution, and even 

reaching  at lower settings. 

15. Williams actively engaged with various gaming titles, such as 'Call of Duty,' 'Counter-Strike,' and 'World 

of .' 

16. Robin Williams named his daughter  after the popular Nintendo game. 

17. The impressive specifications and limited production of the Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 have contributed 
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to its  in today’s market. 

18. Despite advancements in display technology, the Sony Trinitron GDM-FW900 remains a revered piece 

among . 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. 24 inches 2. 2304x1440 3. Fortnite 4. 16:10 5. The Legend of Zelda 6. 160Hz
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. sophisticated 14. 160Hz 15. Warcraft 16. Zelda 17. desirability 18. collectors
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