
Sam Altman Addresses Molotov Cocktail Incident in Blog Post

Description

San Francisco police arrested an individual on Friday for allegedly throwing a Molotov cocktail at the home
of Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAI, and for making threats outside the company's headquarters. This incident
raises concerns about safety in the tech industry, especially in light of recent tensions surrounding artificial
intelligence.

OpenAI reported no injuries following the event, appreciating the swift response from the San Francisco
Police Department (SFPD) and the city's efforts to protect its employees. The individual is now in police
custody, and OpenAI is cooperating with the ongoing investigation.

Later in the day, Altman confirmed the situation through a personal blog post, reflecting on the shocking
nature of the incident and its connection to a recent critical investigation in The New Yorker. In his blog,
Altman shared a photo of his family and expressed his hope that by doing so, he might deter future acts of
violence against them.

Altman acknowledged the impact of words and narratives, noting that a recent article about him may have
contributed to an atmosphere of hostility. He admitted to underestimating the influence of such narratives
and expressed frustration over the escalation to violence.

In his blog, Altman discussed his personal reflections and broader thoughts on the AI sector, stating that not
all developments in the industry would proceed smoothly. He stressed the importance of democratising AI,
advocating against the concentration of power among a few entities. He also addressed conflicts within
OpenAI's leadership and expressed regret for his handling of previous disagreements.

Altman concluded by expressing pride in OpenAI's accomplishments, asserting that the company has
successfully navigated significant challenges to deliver transformative AI technologies.

Vocabulary List:

1. allegedly //əˈlɛdʒɪdli// (adverb): said to have happened but not proved
2. investigation //ɪnˌvɛstəˈɡeɪʃən// (noun): a careful search to find facts about something
3. custody //ˈkʌstədi// (noun): legal control by police or another authority
4. narratives //ˈnærətɪvz// (noun): stories or ways people describe events
5. hostility //həˈstɪləti// (noun): anger or strong dislike between people or groups
6. democratising //dɪˈmɑkrəˌtaɪzɪŋ// (verb): making something available to many people
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What item was allegedly thrown at Sam Altman's home? 
    Option: Brick
    Option: Stone
    Option: Molotov cocktail
    Option: Firecracker

2. Who is the CEO of OpenAI? 
    Option: Elon Musk
    Option: Sam Altman
    Option: Mark Zuckerberg
    Option: Sundar Pichai

3. Which police department responded to the incident? 
    Option: Los Angeles Police Department
    Option: San Francisco Police Department
    Option: New York Police Department
    Option: Chicago Police Department

4. What publication featured a recent critical investigation that Altman reflected on? 
    Option: The Guardian
    Option: The New York Times
    Option: The Washington Post
    Option: The New Yorker

5. What major concern does the incident relate to? 
    Option: Financial fraud
    Option: Safety in the tech industry
    Option: Environmental issues
    Option: Health concerns

6. What does Altman advocate against in the AI sector? 
    Option: Democratisation of AI
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    Option: Concentration of power
    Option: Open source development
    Option: Government regulation

True-False

7. Sam Altman is the CTO of OpenAI. 

8. The incident resulted in injuries according to OpenAI. 

9. Altman expressed hope that sharing a photo of his family would deter violence. 

10. The individual involved in the incident is in police custody. 

11. Altman is proud of OpenAI's accomplishments. 

12. Altman believes all developments in the AI industry will proceed smoothly. 

Gap-Fill

13. An individual was arrested for allegedly throwing a Molotov cocktail at the home of Sam Altman, CEO of 

OpenAI, and for making threats outside the company's headquarters. This incident raises concerns about 

safety in the tech industry, especially in light of recent tensions surrounding . 

14. OpenAI reported no injuries following the event, appreciating the swift response from the San Francisco 

Police Department (SFPD) and the city's efforts to protect its . 

15. In his blog, Altman shared a photo of his family and expressed his hope that by doing so, he might deter 

future acts of  against them. 

16. Altman acknowledged the impact of words and narratives, noting that a recent article about him may 

have contributed to an atmosphere of . 

17. He stressed the importance of  AI, advocating against the concentration of 
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power among a few entities. 

18. Altman concluded by expressing pride in OpenAI's accomplishments, asserting that the company has 

successfully navigated significant challenges to deliver  AI technologies. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Molotov cocktail 2. Sam Altman 3. San Francisco Police Department 4. The New Yorker
5. Safety in the tech industry 6. Concentration of power
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. True 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. artificial intelligence 14. employees 15. violence 16. hostility 17. democratising 18. 
transformative

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What can a severe financial crisis lead to? 
    Option: surge
    Option: recession
    Option: collapse
    Option: stability

2. Which term describes politics as influenced by geographic factors? 
    Option: economic
    Option: cultural
    Option: geopolitical
    Option: demographic

3. What is a measure taken to restrict the flow of goods or people called? 
    Option: embargo
    Option: blockade
    Option: treaty
    Option: negotiation

4. What term refers to the general increase in prices and fall in the purchasing value of money? 
    Option: deflation
    Option: inflation

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



    Option: recession
    Option: depression

5. What is the term for participation in a conversation or situation? 
    Option: detachment
    Option: engagement
    Option: withdrawal
    Option: isolation

6. What is the process of inquiring into an incident or event? 
    Option: reporting
    Option: investigation
    Option: dissemination
    Option: celebration

7. What does it mean to lessen the severity of something? 
    Option: exacerbate
    Option: ignite
    Option: mitigate
    Option: ignore

8. What term refers to an increase in intensity or seriousness? 
    Option: de-escalation
    Option: escalation
    Option: stabilization
    Option: reduction

9. What is the legal term for the protective care or guardianship of someone? 
    Option: control
    Option: custody
    Option: freedom
    Option: independence

10. What is a strong negative reaction from a group of people towards something? 
    Option: approval
    Option: backlash
    Option: support
    Option: apathy

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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11. The company expects to see a significant increase in  this quarter. 

12. The central bank raised interest rates to combat rising . 

13. Many  are facing budget shortages this year. 

14. Cybersecurity experts have identified several  in the system. 

15. The government is focused on  access to technology. 

16. There has been a sudden  in demand for electric vehicles. 

17. The company is looking to improve its  efficiency. 

18. Different media outlets present their own  about the event. 

19. Officials worry about the potential for  of conflict in the region. 

20. The military implemented a  to control the access points. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 6
www.esl-news.com



21. Investors are increasingly concerned about the high valuations of tech companies.

22. Communities are fighting against the exploitation of their resources by corporations.

23. The policy changes sparked a significant backlash from the public.

24. They are implementing new strategies for cybersecurity monitoring.

25. The organization faced a financial collapse after several poor investment decisions.

26. The community’s engagement in local governance is essential for democracy.

27. The investigation into the company's practices revealed several violations.

28. Rising inflation rates have a direct effect on consumer spending power.

29. Tensions in the region have led to a rapid escalation of hostilities.

30. There was widespread anticipation regarding the upcoming elections.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. collapse 2. geopolitical 3. blockade 4. inflation 5. engagement 6. investigation 7. mitigate
8. escalation 9. custody 10. backlash
Gap-Fill: 11. revenue 12. inflation 13. municipalities 14. vulnerabilities 15. democratising 16. surge
17. operational 18. narratives 19. escalation 20. blockade
Matching sentence: 1. valuations 2. exploit 3. backlash 4. cybersecurity 5. collapse 6. engagement
7. investigation 8. inflation 9. escalation 10. anticipate
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