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Satellite Images Reveal Blue Origin Rocket Explosion Damage
Description

The recent explosion of Blue Origin's New Glenn rocket has impacted Florida's Space Coast significantly. On
May 28, during a fueling test for its fourth mission, an unidentified failure led to the total destruction of the
rocket and serious damage to Launch Complex-36 (LC-36). Fortunately, there were no injuries; however, the
incident has considerably hindered Blue Origin's ability to support NASA's Artemis missions, which aim to
return astronauts to the Moon. This setback also affects the development of Amazon's Leo wireless internet
constellation, intended to compete with SpaceX's Starlink.

Satellite images show extensive damage around the half-mile-wide New Glenn launchpad and nearby
scorched vegetation. LC-36 is Blue Origin's only launch site for their larger rockets. Damage to the facility is
so severe that it is visible from space. The launch tower, flame trench, and other support structures were
left in ruins.

Blue Origin is currently evaluating the damage and planning repairs. CEO Dave Limp noted that cleanup
would begin soon. He and founder Jeff Bezos inspected the site alongside NASA Administrator Jared
Isaacman, who pledged full support for the investigation.

New Glenn is crucial for NASA's ambitions to land astronauts on the Moon, with Blue Origin's Blue Moon
lander under contract for lunar missions. Delays in repairing LC-36 will postpone upcoming launches,
particularly for the Blue Moon MK1 mission, which aims to transport NASA equipment to the Moon.

Historical precedents show that recovery from such incidents can take considerable time. SpaceX's
experience after a similar accident in 2016 took just over a year. No timeline for repairs has been provided
by Blue Origin, although Bezos remains optimistic about the company's future missions.

Vocabulary List:

constellation // kansta'leifan// (noun): group of satellites working together in space
hindered //'hindard// (verb): made something slower or more difficult

scorched //skort[t// (adjective): burned and blackened by intense heat

trench //trentf// (noun): long, narrow hole or channel in ground

precedents //'presidants// (noun): past events used as a guide now

ouhkwNR

crucial //'kru:fal// (adjective): extremely important for success or results

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. When did the explosion of Blue Origin's New Glenn rocket occur?
Option: May 28
Option: June 12
Option: April 15
Option: March 10

2. What type of test was being conducted when the New Glenn rocket was destroyed?

Option: Launch test
Option: Fueling test
Option: Structural test
Option: Payload test

3. Who is the CEO of Blue Origin?

Option: Jeff Bezos
Option: Dave Limp
Option: Jared Isaacman
Option: Elon Musk

4. What is the primary purpose of NASA's Artemis missions?

Option: To create wireless internet
Option: To send astronauts to the Moon
Option: To investigate Mars

Option: To launch satellites

5. Which company is Blue Origin's competitor for wireless internet?

Option: Amazon
Option: SpaceX
Option: NASA
Option: Boeing

6. What is the name of Blue Origin's lander under contract for lunar missions?

Option: New Glenn
Option: Blue Moon
Option: Starship
Option: Leo
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True-False

7. There were injuries reported during the explosion of the New Glenn rocket.

8. LC-36 is Blue Origin's only launch site for their larger rockets.

9. The launch tower and other support structures at LC-36 were unharmed.

10. Jeff Bezos inspected the New Glenn launchpad site after the explosion.

11. Historical precedents show recovery from such incidents can be immediate.

12. The timeline for repairs at LC-36 has been clearly outlined by Blue Origin.

Gap-Fill

13. The New Glenn rocket explosion happened during a fueling test on

14. The incident caused damage to Launch Complex-36 (LC-36) and structures.
15. Damage to the New Glenn launchpad is so significant that it is visible from

16. New Glenn is vital for NASA's goals to land astronauts on the

17. One of the upcoming missions affected by the explosion is the Blue Moon

mission.

18. CEO Dave Limp mentioned that cleanup would begin

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. May 28 2. Fueling test 3. Dave Limp 4. To send astronauts to the Moon 5. SpaceX 6. Blue
Moon

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. May 28 14. support 15. space 16. Moon 17. MK1 18. soon

CATEGORY

1. Business- LEVELS5

Page 3
www.esl-news.com



e

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

POST TAG

1. blueorigin
2. ESL learning
3. ed news

. Level 5

5. rocket

6. satellite

N

Tags

1. blueorigin
2. ESL learning
3. ed news

4. Level 5

5. rocket

6. satellite

Date Created
2026/06/02
Author
aimeeyoung99

Page 4

www.esl-news.com



