
Spacefear Drives Conspiracy Theories: Researcher Alert

Description

While Earth faces numerous inherent challenges, the looming threat of catastrophic events from space
demands attention. The recent identification of the asteroid 2024 YR4, dubbed a "city killer," poses a
potential risk if it collides with a densely populated area in the coming years.

Although the likelihood of such an impact is currently assessed at approximately 0.001 percent, initial
estimations following the asteroid's discovery last year briefly raised concerns when the risk approached a 1
percent level – a precarious margin.

Amidst the focus on planetary defense, encompassing threats such as climate change and armed conflicts,
the larger question arises: why does space captivate our attention, and how do these fears influence both
individual and societal perspectives?

The inevitability of a significant cosmic collision emphasizes the criticality of proactive measures. However,
this readiness also carries inherent risks, as noted by Daniel Deudney, advocating for cautious space
activities to prevent potential catastrophic outcomes.

While the notion of delaying space exploration for centuries seems improbable, the increasing political
interest in space expansion underscores its irreversible momentum.

The deep-rooted fear of space, accentuated by historical narratives and modern anxieties, underscores the
need to comprehend and address these concerns collectively.

Moreover, amidst prevailing fears, the theory of extraterrestrial viruses adds a new dimension to space-
related apprehensions, stressing the interconnectedness of such anxieties with broader societal issues.

Ultimately, the interplay of space-related fears with governmental actions and conspiracy theories reflects a
complex web of concerns, highlighting the intricate relationship between humanity and the vast unknown of
space.
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https://science.nasa.gov/solar-system/asteroids/2024-yr4/


Vocabulary List:

1. Catastrophic /ˌkætəˈstrɒfɪk/ (adjective): Involving or resulting in a sudden and widespread disaster.
2. Inevitability /ɪˌnɛvɪtəˈbɪlɪti/ (noun): The quality of being certain to happen.
3. Proactive /prəʊˈæktɪv/ (adjective): Creating or controlling a situation rather than just responding to it after it has 

happened.
4. Interconnectedness /ˌɪntəˈkəːnɛktɪdnɪs/ (noun): The state of having connections or relations with one another.
5. Apprehensions /ˌæprɪˈhɛnʃənz/ (noun): Anxiety or fear that something bad or unpleasant will happen.
6. Momentum /məˈmɛntəm/ (noun): The impetus and driving force gained by the development of a process or 

course of events.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the nickname given to asteroid 2024 YR4? 
    Option: City Destroyer
    Option: City Obliterator
    Option: City Killer
    Option: City Annihilator

2. What percentage risk is currently associated with the impact of asteroid 2024 YR4? 
    Option: 0.1%
    Option: 1%
    Option: 5%
    Option: 10%

3. Who advocated for cautious space activities to prevent potential catastrophic outcomes? 
    Option: Daniel Deudney
    Option: Elon Musk
    Option: Jeff Bezos
    Option: Neil deGrasse Tyson

4. What theory adds a new dimension to space-related fears according to the text? 
    Option: Space Conflict Theory
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    Option: Extraterrestrial Viruses
    Option: Alien Invasion Theory
    Option: Galactic Catastrophe Hypothesis

5. What aspect of space exploration does the text mention as facing political interest? 
    Option: Colonization of Mars
    Option: Mining Asteroids
    Option: Space Tourism
    Option: Space Expansion

6. What emotion is attributed to space in the text? 
    Option: Fear
    Option: Excitement
    Option: Curiosity
    Option: Indifference

True-False

7. Is the likelihood of asteroid 2024 YR4 impacting Earth currently assessed at 1%? 

8. According to the text, the fear of space is solely rooted in modern anxieties. 

9. The inevitability of a cosmic collision highlights the necessity of proactive measures. 

10. The text suggests that delaying space exploration for centuries is a plausible strategy. 

11. The interconnectedness of space-related fears with societal issues is highlighted in the text. 

12. The text mentions Daniel Deudney as an advocate for aggressive space activities. 

Gap-Fill

13. The likelihood of asteroid 2024 YR4 impacting Earth is currently assessed at 

percent. 
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14. According to Daniel Deudney, cautious space activities are necessary to prevent potential 

 outcomes. 

15. The notion of delaying space exploration for centuries seems . 

16. The deep-rooted fear of space is accentuated by historical narratives and modern 

. 

17. The theory of extraterrestrial viruses stresses the interconnectedness of space-related apprehensions 

with broader societal . 

18. The interplay of space-related fears with governmental actions and conspiracy theories reflects a 

complex web of . 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. City Killer 2. 0.001% 3. Daniel Deudney 4. Extraterrestrial Viruses 5. Space Expansion
6. Fear
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 0.001 14. catastrophic 15. improbable 16. anxieties 17. issues 18. concerns

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term describes a severe and sudden event causing great damage or suffering? 
    Option: catastrophic
    Option: criticality
    Option: prevailing
    Option: genesis

2. What is the term used to describe speed in a given direction? 
    Option: velocity
    Option: dispersal
    Option: interstellar
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    Option: adolescence

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

3. The  of change is a constant in life. 

4. She has a natural  for music excelling in playing multiple instruments. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

5. Studying the between two variables helps understand their relationship.

6. The puzzling left the team scratching their heads for a solution.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. catastrophic 2. velocity
Gap-Fill: 3. inevitability 4. propensity
Matching sentence: 1. correlation 2. conundrum
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