
St. Patrick’s Day: A Global Celebration of Irish Heritage

Description

Every year on March 17th, people around the globe celebrate St. Patrick's Day, a joyful festival honoring
Irish culture and history. This vibrant day is filled with colorful parades, lively music, and iconic landmarks
turning green.

But who exactly was St. Patrick? Born in Britain in the 4th century, Patrick was kidnapped and brought to
Ireland as a slave at age 16. He escaped after six years but later returned as a missionary to spread
Christianity. He passed away on March 17, 461 AD, now remembered as St. Patrick’s Day.

Green is the color of the day, symbolizing Ireland, known as the "Emerald Isle." People wear green clothes,
and even famous places like the Eiffel Tower in Paris and the Sydney Opera House in Australia are
illuminated in green to celebrate.

One unique symbol is the shamrock, a three-leafed plant that St. Patrick used to explain the Christian Holy
Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Today, it remains an iconic emblem of Ireland.

Cities worldwide join in the celebration. Dublin hosts massive parades, attracting thousands of visitors, while
Chicago famously dyes its river green. In America, Boston and New York hold large parades, showcasing
their rich Irish heritage.

Traditional foods like corned beef and cabbage are enjoyed, and people often share stories about mythical
Irish fairies called leprechauns. Many participate in céilís—traditional Irish dances filled with music and fun.

St. Patrick's Day is not just about Ireland; it's a day that brings communities together worldwide, celebrating
friendship, cultural exchange, and shared happiness.

Vocabulary List:

1. Vibrant /ˈvaɪ.brənt/ (adjective): Full of energy and enthusiasm; bright and striking.
2. Missionary /ˈmɪʃ.ə.nər.i/ (noun): A person sent on a religious mission especially to promote Christianity.
3. Iconic /aɪˈkɒn.ɪk/ (adjective): Widely recognized and well-established often representing a particular style or idea.
4. Emblem /ˈɛm.bləm/ (noun): A symbolic representation often of a particular quality or concept.
5. Cultural /ˈkʌl.tʃər.əl/ (adjective): Relating to the ideas customs and social behavior of a society.
6. Heritage /ˈhɛrɪtɪdʒ/ (noun): Property that is or may be inherited; valued objects and qualities such as cultural 

traditions.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who is the patron saint of Ireland commemorated on St. Patrick's Day? 
    Option: St. Andrew
    Option: St. George
    Option: St. Patrick
    Option: St. David

2. Which city hosts grand parades featuring floats, music, and dance on St. Patrick's Day? 
    Option: Dublin
    Option: Boston
    Option: Chicago
    Option: Paris

3. What traditional foods are enjoyed on St. Patrick's Day? 
    Option: Sushi and noodles
    Option: Tacos and burritos
    Option: Corned beef and cabbage
    Option: Pizza and pasta

4. Which iconic landmarks are illuminated in green as part of the St. Patrick's Day celebration? 
    Option: Taj Mahal and Great Wall of China
    Option: Sydney Opera House and Eiffel Tower
    Option: Statue of Liberty and Big Ben
    Option: Petra and Machu Picchu

5. What is the estimated contribution to the local economy from the St. Patrick's Day parade in Dublin? 
    Option: €50 million
    Option: €75 million
    Option: €100 million
    Option: €122 million

6. Which city continues the tradition of dyeing the river green on St. Patrick's Day? 
    Option: London
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    Option: Berlin
    Option: Chicago
    Option: Tokyo

True-False

7. St. Patrick's Day was primarily celebrated as a religious holiday. 

8. The St. Patrick's Day parade in New York City was led by a retired carpenter from Dublin. 

9. Chicago participates in the 

10. St. Patrick's Day celebrations include displays of the shamrock symbol. 

11. Boston has the largest St. Patrick's Day parade in the world. 

12. The St. Patrick's Day parade in Dublin attracts over a million visitors. 

Gap-Fill

13. St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, is credited with bringing Christianity to the island in the 

 century. 

14. The St. Patrick's Day parade in Boston showcases the city's deep-rooted Irish-American heritage with a 

-mile parade. 

16. Traditional foods such as corned beef and  are enjoyed on St. Patrick's Day. 

17. St. Patrick's Day serves as a reminder of the resilience and global influence of 

culture. 

18. Whether attending a local parade or donning green attire, St. Patrick's Day brings people together to 

celebrate shared values of  and joy. 
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Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. St. Patrick 2. Dublin 3. Corned beef and cabbage 4. Sydney Opera House and Eiffel Tower
5. €122 million 6. Chicago
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. True 10. True 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 5th 14. 3.5 16. cabbage 17. Irish 18. community

CATEGORY

1. Uncategorized

Date Created
2025/03/17
Author
aimeeyoung99

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 4
www.esl-news.com


