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Stephen Hawking’s Father: Genius Son Was a Lethargic Child
Description

Stephen Hawking, renowned physicist, was once described as a “lazy kid” by his father, Frank Hawking, in a
new biography. Frank expressed concern about Stephen’s lack of motivation and studies in his diaries,
written in 1961. He noted that Stephen spent a lot of time at home with little initiative and did not put much
effort into his studies.

In these diaries, Frank mentioned that Stephen’s mother, Isobel, believed he suffered from an inferiority
complex and had lost faith in physics, favouring the arts instead. This was troubling for Frank, as he saw
great potential in his son.

At the age of 21, Hawking received a devastating diagnosis of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), a motor
neuron disease. Doctors estimated he had only two years to live. However, Hawking defied these
expectations, ultimately becoming one of the leading astrophysicists in the world. He passed away in 2018
at the age of 76.

Hawking is perhaps best known for his book, “A Brief History of Time,” published in 1988, which sold over 25
million copies globally. His groundbreaking research on black holes marked a significant contribution to the
field of physics.

In the final words of his book, Hawking encouraged readers to remain curious, look up at the stars, and
embrace life's challenges. He reminded us that persistence is vital, even when situations seem
insurmountable. The biography underscores the extraordinary journey from a seemingly unmotivated youth
to a legendary figure in science. The new book, “Stephen Hawking: His Life and Work,” is set to provide
further insights into his remarkable life.

Vocabulary List:

biography //bar'agrafi// (noun): a book about a person's life

diagnosis //,da1ag'nousis// (noun): what a doctor says about an iliness

defied //d1'faid// (verb): refused to follow what people expected

astrophysicists //,aestrov'fizisists// (noun): scientists who study stars, space, and physics
groundbreaking //'gravnd,breikin// (adjective): new and very important; changes old ideas

ouhkwNR

persistence //pa-'sistans// (noun): continuing to try despite problems or difficulties

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What was Stephen Hawking's father's name?

Option: Frank Hawking
Option: John Hawking
Option: Michael Hawking
Option: David Hawking

2. At what age was Hawking diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS)?
Option: 15
Option: 18
Option: 21
Option: 25

3. What is the title of Stephen Hawking's best-known book?

Option: The Elegant Universe
Option: A Brief History of Time
Option: The Grand Design

Option: Black Holes and Time Warps

4. How many copies of 'A Brief History of Time' were sold globally?

Option: 10 million
Option: 15 million
Option: 25 million
Option: 30 million

5. In which year was 'A Brief History of Time' published?

Option: 1986
Option: 1988
Option: 1990
Option: 1992

6. What significant contribution did Hawking make to the field of physics?

Option: Quantum mechanics
Option: Black holes

Option: Relativity

Option: Astrophysics
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True-False

7. Stephen Hawking's mother believed he had lost faith in physics.

8. Hawking passed away at the age of 80.

9. Frank Hawking expressed great confidence in his son's academic future.

10. Hawking's diagnosis of ALS was initially thought to give him only two years to live.
11. The biography titled 'Stephen Hawking: His Life and Work' is about his achievements.

12. Hawking's early life was marked by extraordinary initiative and hard work.

Gap-Fill

13. Stephen Hawking was considered a 'lazy kid' by his

14. Frank Hawking wrote his diaries in the year

15. Hawking's disease, ALS, is a type of neuron disease.
16. Hawking encouraged readers to look up at the

17. Hawking passed away in the year

18. The publication of 'A Brief History of Time' was in

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Frank Hawking 2. 21 3. A Brief History of Time 4. 25 million 5. 1988 6. Black holes
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. father 14. 1961 15. motor 16. stars 17. 2018 18. 1988

Vocabulary quizzes
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Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What does the term 'misleading' refer to?

Option: Providing accurate information

Option: Causing someone to believe something that is not true
Option: Encouraging teamwork

Option: Supporting a cause

2. What is the primary characteristic of something that is described as 'exclusive'?

Option: Open to everyone
Option: Limited to a select group
Option: Affordable for all

Option: Widely available

3. What does 'diagnosis' primarily involve?

Option: Understanding a story

Option: Identifying a disease or condition
Option: Planning an event

Option: Creating a budget

4. What does the term 'groundbreaking' refer to?

Option: Traditional and conservative
Option: Innovative and pioneering
Option: Common and ordinary
Option: Simple and straightforward

5. If a situation is described as 'escalating', what does this indicate?

Option: Becoming less intense

Option: Increasing in severity or intensity
Option: Becoming stable

Option: Returning to normal

6. What does 'venomous' refer to in animals?

Option: Harmless

Option: Able to inject venom
Option: Cute and friendly
Option: Common species

7. What does 'persistence' mean?

Option: Giving up easily
Option: Continuing firmly in a course of action
Option: Avoiding challenges
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Option: Changing plans frequently

8. If someone is described as 'renowned', they are:

Option: Not well known

Option: Widely known and esteemed
Option: Unpopular

Option: Hidden from the public

9. What is typically the goal of a 'campaign'?

Option: To entertain

Option: To persuade or promote a cause
Option: To hide information

Option: To confuse the public

10. What do 'communities' refer to?

Option: Individuals living alone

Option: Groups of people living in the same area
Option: Animals in the wild

Option: People working remotely

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The scientist took a approach to ensure safety in her experiments.
12. The author's provided insight into his life and achievements.
13. The movie was a to the original blockbuster, continuing the story from where
it left off.
14. The theory proposed a that involved several high-profile individuals working
together.
15. Researchers are studying the factors that contribute to certain diseases.
16. The athlete was known for her skills, making her a tough competitor.
17. It's important to information fairly when planning community events.
18. He was a of the industry, having worked for over three decades.
19. The conference celebrated cultural , Showcasing talents from various
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backgrounds.

20. The design team decided to the feedback they received into their final

product.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The tension between the two countries has been escalating due to ongoing disputes.

22. His books challenge readers' intellectual capacities and provoke critical thinking.

23. The research paper introduced a groundbreaking theory that changed the field of neuroscience.

24. The project was led by a veteran journalist who had covered major events for years.

25. Her biography revealed countless untold stories from her childhood.

26. Publishing misleading information can damage a company's reputation significantly.

27. The novel revolves around a conspiracy that leads to unexpected twists and turns.

28. The diagnosis allowed for a clearer understanding of the patient's condition.

29. Companies are increasingly recognizing the importance of diversity within their teams.

30. Her persistence in achieving her goals inspired many around her.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Causing someone to believe something that is not true 2. Limited to a select group
3. Identifying a disease or condition 4. Innovative and pioneering 5. Increasing in severity or intensity 6.
Able to inject venom 7. Continuing firmly in a course of action 8. Widely known and esteemed 9. To
persuade or promote a cause 10. Groups of people living in the same area

Gap-Fill: 11. cautious 12. biography 13. sequel 14. conspiracy 15. genetic 16. formidable 17. distribute
18. veteran 19. diversity 20. incorporate

Matching sentence: 1. escalating 2. intellectual 3. groundbreaking 4. veteran 5. biography 6. misleading
7. conspiracy 8. diagnosis 9. diversity 10. persistence
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