
Stock Market Live Updates: Today’s Key Changes

Description

Traders at the New York Stock Exchange witnessed significant losses on Friday, with the Dow Jones
Industrial Average falling into correction territory. This decline was influenced by escalating concerns over
energy supplies following incidents in the Strait of Hormuz and comments from President Donald Trump that
did not encourage traders to buy shares.

The Dow ended the day down 610 points, or 1.3%. Meanwhile, the S&P 500 lost 1.4%, and the Nasdaq
Composite dropped by 1.9%. These movements indicate a troubling trend, as the Dow is now down 10.2%
from its recent peak, while the S&P 500 remains over 8% below its all-time high.

This downturn followed a week where the Nasdaq entered correction mode, having dropped more than 10%
from its October record. The broad market index is now on track for its fifth consecutive weekly decline, with
a loss of nearly 2% within that period.

Brent crude oil prices surged by 3% to over $111 per barrel, as U.S. West Texas Intermediate futures
increased by 4% to surpass $98 a barrel. President Trump announced he would extend a deadline for
possible military actions against Iran's energy infrastructure, aiming for dialogue as ongoing tensions persist.

However, uncertainty lingers as Iran's foreign minister indicated the country is not inclined to enter
negotiations with the U.S. Additionally, reports suggest the Pentagon may consider deploying an additional
10,000 troops to the Middle East, potentially heightening regional tensions.

Amid these developments, investors are eager for tangible solutions to the conflict, hoping for a resolution
that could stabilise both oil prices and the stock market. Without a clear outcome, the consequences for
both markets and consumers at the petrol pump could be severe.

Vocabulary List:

1. correction //kəˈrɛkʃən// (noun): a fall in prices after a rise
2. surged //sɝdʒd// (verb): rose very quickly or by a large amount
3. tensions //ˈtɛnʃənz// (noun): strong feelings of worry between groups
4. deploying //dɪˈplɔɪɪŋ// (verb): sending people or equipment to a place
5. tangible //ˈtændʒəbl// (adjective): real and able to be shown or felt
6. uncertainty //ʌnˈsɝtnti// (noun): not knowing what will happen next

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What percentage did the Dow Jones Industrial Average fall on Friday? 
    Option: 1.3%
    Option: 2%
    Option: 10.2%
    Option: 4%

2. How much did the S&P 500 lose on the same day? 
    Option: 1.4%
    Option: 1.9%
    Option: 2%
    Option: 3%

3. What was the increase percentage of Brent crude oil prices? 
    Option: 2%
    Option: 3%
    Option: 4%
    Option: 5%

4. Which index entered correction mode prior to the Dow's decline? 
    Option: S&P 500
    Option: Dow Jones
    Option: Nasdaq Composite
    Option: Brent crude

5. What is the Dow down from its recent peak? 
    Option: 10.2%
    Option: 8%
    Option: 2%
    Option: 15%

6. How many troops may the Pentagon consider deploying to the Middle East? 
    Option: 5,000
    Option: 10,000
    Option: 15,000
    Option: 20,000
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True-False

7. The Dow ended down by 610 points. 

8. The Nasdaq Composite dropped by 2.5%. 

9. President Trump plans to escalate military actions against Iran. 

10. Iran's foreign minister is open to negotiations with the U.S. 

11. The S&P 500 is currently above its all-time high. 

12. Investors are looking for solutions to stabilize oil prices. 

Gap-Fill

13. The Dow is now down  from its recent peak. 

14. Brent crude oil prices surpassed $111 per barrel, while U.S. West Texas Intermediate 

 increased by 4%. 

15. The Nasdaq has lost more than  from its October record. 

16. There are concerns over energy supplies following incidents in the  of Hormuz. 

17. The stock market is on track for its fifth  weekly decline. 

18. Without a clear outcome, the consequences at the petrol  could be severe. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. 1.3% 2. 1.4% 3. 3% 4. Nasdaq Composite 5. 10.2% 6. 10,000
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. 10.2% 14. futures 15. 10% 16. Strait 17. consecutive 18. pump
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