
Stunning UK Discovery: Hundreds of Dinosaur Footprints Unearthed!

Description

British researchers have recently uncovered approximately 200 dinosaur footprints that date back 166
million years, marking what is believed to be the most significant paleontological find in the UK.

Investigative teams from Oxford and Birmingham Universities made this thrilling discovery in a quarry
located in Oxfordshire, central England, after a worker noted "unusual bumps" while operating a mechanical
digger to strip back clay, as revealed in a forthcoming BBC documentary.

The site boasts five extensive trackways, with the longest continuous footprint trail extending over 150
meters (nearly 490 feet).

Of the five trackways identified, four are attributed to a long-necked herbivorous dinosaur, likely a
cetiosaurus, while the fifth set is believed to belong to a carnivorous megalosaurus, approximately nine
meters long, recognized for its distinctive three-toed footprints equipped with claws, according to the
University of Birmingham.

A huge three-toed footprintImage not found or type unknown
Excavated footprint. (Oxford University Museum of Natural History)

According to Emma Nicholls from Oxford University’s Museum of Natural History, finding such a multitude of
footprints in a single location is exceedingly rare, as is the discovery of such extensive trackways.

This site has the potential to become one of the largest dinosaur track sites globally, she emphasized.

The momentous find will be profiled in the BBC documentary "Digging for Britain," set to air on January 8.

tracks of dinosaur footprintsImage not found or type unknown
Researchers found intersecting tracks of herbivores and carnivores, raising compelling
questions about their interactions. (University of Birmingham)

Surreal Encounter
A dedicated team of 100 academics undertook the excavation over a week-long period in June.

This discovery follows a smaller-scale find in 1997, where 40 sets of footprints were also uncovered during
limestone quarrying, with some trackways measuring up to 180 meters.

The researchers documented the newly found footprints through 20,000 photographs and constructed
intricate 3D models of the site using aerial drone imagery.

This remarkable discovery is anticipated to yield insights into the interactions of dinosaurs, their sizes, and
locomotion speeds.

"Knowing that a dinosaur once traversed this surface, leaving its imprint, is truly exhilarating," remarked
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Duncan Murdock from the Oxford Museum. "You can easily envision it maneuvering through, extracting its
legs from the mud as it moved."

Richard Butler, a paleobiologist at the University of Birmingham, suggested that certain fortuitous weather
conditions might explain the remarkable preservation of these tracks. "We speculate that a storm event
potentially deposited sediments over the footprints, allowing for their preservation instead of washing them
away," he noted.

Quarry worker Gary Johnson, whose keen observation initiated the excavation, described the experience as
mesmerizing. "Realizing that I was the first person to behold them was surreal—a truly spine-tingling
moment," he shared.

© Agence France-Presse

Vocabulary List:

1. Paleontological /ˌpeɪ.li.ɒn.təˈlɒdʒ.ɪ.kəl/ (adjective): Relating to the branch of science concerned with fossil 
animals and plants.

2. Discovery /dɪsˈkʌv.ər.i/ (noun): The act of finding or learning something for the first time.
3. Excavation /ˌɛks.kəˈveɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The process of digging up the ground to find buried remains.
4. Trackway /ˈtræk.weɪ/ (noun): A path or series of marks left by walking or moving animals.
5. Fortuitous /fɔːˈtʃuː.ɪ.təs/ (adjective): Happening by chance often in a way that is lucky or beneficial.
6. Interactions /ˌɪn.təˈræk.ʃənz/ (noun): Mutual or reciprocal actions or influences between entities.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Where were approximately 200 dinosaur footprints recently uncovered by British researchers? 
    Option: Oxfordshire
    Option: London
    Option: Manchester
    Option: Liverpool

2. Which university was involved in the discovery of the dinosaur footprints? 
    Option: Oxford and Cambridge
    Option: Oxford and Birmingham
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    Option: Harvard and Yale
    Option: Stanford and MIT

3. What is the estimated age of the dinosaur footprints that were found? 
    Option: 100 million years
    Option: 166 million years
    Option: 200 million years
    Option: 250 million years

4. Which dinosaur species is believed to have left the longest continuous footprint trail at the site? 
    Option: Tyrannosaurus Rex
    Option: Cetiosaurus
    Option: Stegosaurus
    Option: Triceratops

5. What will the BBC documentary featuring the dinosaur footprint discovery be called? 
    Option: Digging for Britain
    Option: Dinosaurs Unearthed
    Option: Jurassic Journey
    Option: Prehistoric Expedition

6. How many trackways were identified at the site? 
    Option: Two
    Option: Three
    Option: Four
    Option: Five

True-False

7. The dinosaur footprints were found in a quarry in Manchester. 

8. The longest continuous footprint trail found measured over 200 meters. 

9. The discovery of the footprints will not be featured in any documentary. 

10. The tracks identified belong to four herbivorous dinosaur species. 

11. The excavation was carried out by a team of 50 academics. 
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12. The discovery in 1997 produced more footprints than the recent find. 

Gap-Fill

13. The excavation of the dinosaur footprints was carried out by a team of 

academics over a week-long period in June. 

14. The longest continuous footprint trail found at the site extended over  meters. 

15. The researchers documented the footprints through  photographs. 

16. The quarry where the footprints were discovered is located in  England. 

17. One of the identified dinosaur species was a carnivorous 

18. Certain  conditions are believed to have contributed to the preservation of the 

tracks. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Oxfordshire 2. Oxford and Birmingham 3. 166 million years 4. Cetiosaurus 5. Digging for 
Britain 6. Five
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 100 14. 150 15. 20,000 16. central 17. megalosaurus 18. weather

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the act of refraining from indulging in something? 
    Option: Sobriety
    Option: Deteriorate
    Option: Renewed
    Option: Exacerbation

2. Which term is related to mental processes such as thinking learning and understanding? 
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    Option: Self-efficacy
    Option: Divergence
    Option: Catalyze
    Option: Perception

3. Which word means to burst or break out suddenly? 
    Option: Susceptible
    Option: Accelerates
    Option: Erupted
    Option: Advancement

4. What term describes something that has subtle differences or shades of meaning? 
    Option: Reintegration
    Option: Heralded
    Option: Nuanced
    Option: Intrigue

5. What term is used to describe an observable fact or event? 
    Option: Elusive
    Option: Catalyze
    Option: Altered
    Option: Phenomenon

6. Which word refers to finding something for the first time? 
    Option: Paleontological
    Option: Discovery
    Option: Excavation
    Option: Trackway

7. What term means happening by chance rather than intention? 
    Option: Interactions
    Option: Fortuitous
    Option: Translocation
    Option: Advancement

8. What term describes the back-and-forth action or influence between two or more entities? 
    Option: Interaction
    Option: Susceptible
    Option: Divergence
    Option: Altered

9. Which word describes something that is difficult to capture or achieve? 
    Option: Elusive

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 5
www.esl-news.com



    Option: Catastrophic
    Option: Heralded
    Option: Accelerates

10. What term refers to the state of being sober or abstaining from alcohol? 
    Option: Erupted
    Option: Sobriety
    Option: Translocation
    Option: Advancement

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Leaving a machine unused for a long time can cause it to . 

12. The use of fertilizers  the growth of plants. 

13. In plants the movement of sugars within the phloem is called . 

14. Technological  has revolutionized the way we communicate. 

15. The earthquake had a  impact on the city causing massive destruction. 

16. After the conflict there was a  effort to rebuild the war-torn country. 

17. The new scientific discovery was  as a major breakthrough in the field. 

18. The stress of the situation led to an  of her existing health issues. 

19. The program aims to support the  of ex-convicts into society. 

20. The movie's plot was filled with twists and turns that added an element of . 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Certain individuals may be more to allergies due to genetic factors.

22. The artist's style showed a clear from traditional painting techniques.

23. The new regulations aimed to innovation in the industry.

24. The experimental treatment the DNA of the cells.
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25. The archaeological team conducted an extensive of the site.

26. The fossilized footprints formed an ancient through the mud.

27. Building can help individuals tackle challenges with confidence.

28. Individuals may have different of the same event based on their background.

29. The migration patterns of birds are a natural studied by biologists.

30. Nutrients are transported within the plant through the process of .

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Sobriety 2. Perception 3. Erupted 4. Nuanced 5. Phenomenon 6. Discovery 7. Fortuitous
8. Interaction 9. Elusive 10. Sobriety
Gap-Fill: 11. Deteriorate 12. Accelerates 13. Translocation 14. Advancement 15. Catastrophic 16. Renewed
17. Heralded 18. Exacerbation 19. Reintegration 20. Intrigue
Matching sentence: 1. Susceptible 2. Divergence 3. Catalyze 4. Altered 5. Excavation 6. Trackway 7. Self-
efficacy 8. Perception 9. Phenomenon 10. Translocation
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