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Tech Sector Turns Focus to Al Distillation in Washington
Description

Jeff Dean, the head of Google Al, recently discussed a technique called "distillation" during a podcast. This
concept had not received much attention outside specialist tech groups but is now gaining interest. Dean

explained that Google developed distillation methods to enhance their Al models without depending on a

large image recognition model.

However, the topic became contentious when a Chinese lab hamed Moonshot Al launched a hew model
called Kimi K3, which quickly showed competitive capabilities against top US models. Unlike US companies
that restrict access to their technology, Moonshot offers open-weight models, allowing users to download
and modify them freely. Some US officials claim that Moonshot's rapid advancement results from unfair
practices, linking it to the distillation of American models.

Distillation involves using a powerful Al model's outputs to train a smaller model, which can be controversial
as it might take advantage of the hard work done by others. In response to these concerns, major tech
firms, including Nvidia and Microsoft, signed a letter urging US policymakers to avoid making hasty
decisions that could limit innovation.

The US government faces challenges regarding technology competition with China. Some experts argue
that Chinese companies gain an unfair edge by using American technology outputs. Meanwhile, companies
like Anthropic are enforcing strict policies against unauthorized use of their technology, highlighting the
broader debate over intellectual property in the Al sector.

Vocabulary List:

distillation // dist1'leifan// (noun): training a smaller model using a larger model's outputs
contentious //kan'tenfas// (adjective): causing disagreement or argument between people
outputs //'avtpots// (noun): the results produced by a model or system

restrict //r1'strikt// (verb): to stop someone from using or getting something
unauthorized //An'20s raizd// (adjective): not allowed or approved by the owner
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property //'‘praparti// (noun): things owned by a person or a company

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Who is the head of Google Al?

Option: Sundar Pichai
Option: Jeff Dean
Option: Satya Nadella
Option: Elon Musk

2. What is the name of the model launched by the Chinese lab Moonshot Al?
Option: Kimi K3
Option: Kimi K2
Option: Kimi K1
Option: Kimi K4

3. What controversial practice is associated with the distillation technique?

Option: Using open-source data

Option: Taking advantage of others' work
Option: Restricting technology access
Option: Enhancing model efficiency

4. Which companies signed a letter urging US policymakers regarding innovation?

Option: Google and Amazon
Option: Nvidia and Microsoft
Option: Apple and Facebook
Option: IBM and Intel

5. What does Moonshot Al offer that US companies typically do not?

Option: Closed-source models
Option: Open-weight models
Option: Secure models
Option: Paid access models

6. What is the main concern regarding the advancements of Chinese companies?

Option: Lack of innovation
Option: Unfair practices
Option: Over-regulation
Option: Insufficient funding
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True-False

7. Distillation has been a widely discussed topic outside specialist tech groups.

8. Moonshot Al's Kimi K3 competes with top US models.

9. Nvidia and Microsoft have taken no action regarding US technology policy.

10. US officials are concerned about the use of American technology by Chinese companies.

11. Anthropic has a lax policy concerning the use of their technology.

12. Distillation is a method developed by Google to improve Al models.

Gap-Fill

13. Jeff Dean is the head of Google Al and he discussed a technique called distillation during a

14. Moonshot Al launched a new model called Kimi K3, which showed competitive capabilities against top

us

15. US companies typically restrict access to their technology, while Moonshot offers

models.

16. The distillation technique involves using a powerful Al model's outputs to train a

model.

17. Some experts argue that Chinese companies gain an unfair edge by using American technology

18. Anthropic is enforcing strict policies against unauthorized use of their
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Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Jeff Dean 2. Kimi K3 3. Taking advantage of others' work 4. Nvidia and Microsoft 5. Open-
weight models 6. Unfair practices

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. podcast 14. models 15. open-weight 16. smaller 17. outputs 18. technology
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