
The Czech Republic is grappling with controlling the rising cases of
whooping cough.

Description

Whooping cough, also known as pertussis, has seen a significant resurgence across Europe, including in the
Czech Republic. This influx of cases has been exacerbated by confusion around official guidelines and a
contentious public appearance by Prague's Mayor, Bohuslav Svoboda. Mayor Svoboda, also a Member of
Parliament (MP) and an esteemed gynaecologist, was critiqued for attending a parliamentary health
committee meeting while recovering from whooping cough.

Dr. Svoboda was in the middle of an antibiotic course, which had entered its sixth day when he appeared at
the meeting. In response to the confusion surrounding his attendance, he declared that he was no longer
infectious. However, this cavalier attitude towards public health regulations triggered disapproval amongst
some colleagues, with one suggesting that he could have at least worn a face mask.

While the whooping cough vaccine is mandatory in the Czech Republic, incomplete immunisation in children
is a prevalent issue contributing to the rise in whooping cough cases in the country. Health Minister Vlastimil
Válek argues the recent surge in whooping cough cases can be attributed to incomplete immunisations and
changing attitudes towards stringent Covid measures.

In conclusion, the rise in whooping cough cases, confusion surrounding official guidelines, and lapses in
immunisation have injected a measure of fear into the populace, suggesting that lessons from the Covid-19
pandemic were not fully absorbed.

Vocabulary:

1. Resurgence: The resurgence of something is its return or revival after it has been absent or declined.
For example, there has been a resurgence of interest in traditional crafts.

2. Exacerbated: If a problem or condition is exacerbated, it is made worse. For example, the heavy rain
has exacerbated the flooding situation.

3. Contentious: A contentious issue or point is one that people often argue about as it generates strong,
conflicting views. For example, immigration is a highly contentious topic of debate.

4. Cavalier: If you say that someone is cavalier, you're pointing out that they do not seem to care enough
about something important or serious. For example, his cavalier attitude towards safety is very concerning.

5. Populace: The populace of an area is all the ordinary people who live there, especially when you are
contrasting them with a small group of people who are in power or are influential. For example, the
government's priorities do not align with the needs of the populace.
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Vocabulary List:

1. Resurgence // (noun): The revival or reappearance of something that was declining.
2. Exacerbated // (verb): To make a problem or situation worse.
3. Contentious // (adjective): Causing or likely to cause an argument controversial.
4. Cavalier // (adjective): Showing a lack of proper concern offhand.
5. Populace // (noun): The ordinary people who live in a particular country or area.
6. Immunisation // (noun): The process of making a person or animal immune to a particular infectious disease.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which medication is commonly used to treat nerve pain? 
    Option: Pregabalin
    Option: Escalation
    Option: Hygiene
    Option: Concomitant
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2. What process involves making an individual immune to a particular disease? 
    Option: Inequitable
    Option: Immunisation
    Option: Samples
    Option: Dependence

3. Which term describes something likely to cause disagreement or argument? 
    Option: Commemorative
    Option: Contentious
    Option: Consolidated
    Option: Wirings

4. What term refers to a revival or increase after a period of little activity? 
    Option: Hygiene
    Option: Resurgence
    Option: Samples
    Option: Inequitable

5. Which word means having a quality or feature that makes something easily recognizable? 
    Option: Boost
    Option: Dependence
    Option: Distinctive
    Option: Inequitable

6. What term describes something that requires great effort and determination to deal with? 
    Option: Dependence
    Option: Samples
    Option: Challenging
    Option: Pregabalin

7. Which term means to make something denser or more viscous? 
    Option: Consolidated
    Option: Inequitable
    Option: Thicken
    Option: Hygiene

8. What term refers to the state of relying on or being controlled by something? 
    Option: Dependence
    Option: Wirings
    Option: Palliative Care
    Option: Controlling
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9. Which word means reduced in size or pulled together? 
    Option: Immunisation
    Option: Contracted
    Option: Underestimated
    Option: Cavalier

10. What term means to make something physically stronger or more solid? 
    Option: Immunisation
    Option: Resurgence
    Option: Consolidated
    Option: Challenging

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. A  is a historical account or biography written from personal knowledge. 

12. The chef's  attitude towards food safety led to hygiene issues in the restaurant. 

13. The laboratory technician collected blood  from the patients for analysis. 

14. Regular exercise can provide a natural  to your immune system. 

15. Proper  practices are essential in preventing the spread of infections. 

16. The distribution of resources was deemed completely  by the committee. 

17. The electrician checked the  in the building to identify the faulty connection. 

18. The conflict led to an  of violence in the region. 

19. The politician's speech resonated with the concerns of the . 

20. The doctor noticed an  in the test results that required further investigation. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Some people develop a psychological on substances like alcohol or drugs.

22. The opponent's skills were severely leading to a surprising defeat.
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23. The misuse of harmful can lead to serious health consequences.

24. The government implemented strict measures aimed at the spread of the disease.

25. The decision-making process is influenced by the activities of the in the brain.

26. Patients with terminal illnesses may benefit from the support provided by services.

27. The city erected a statue as a tribute to the fallen war heroes.

28. The laboratory requires blood and tissue for diagnostic testing.

29. The electrician carefully inspected the building's electrical for any faults.

30. Adding flour to the sauce will help to it for a richer texture.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Pregabalin 2. Immunisation 3. Contentious 4. Resurgence 5. Distinctive 6. Challenging
7. Thicken 8. Dependence 9. Contracted 10. Consolidated
Gap-Fill: 11. Memoir 12. Cavalier 13. Samples 14. Boost 15. Hygiene 16. Inequitable 17. Wirings 18. 
Escalation 19. Populace 20. Abnormality
Matching sentence: 1. Dependence 2. Underestimated 3. Substances 4. Controlling 5. Prefrontal cortex
6. Palliative Care 7. Commemorative 8. Samples 9. Wirings 10. Thicken
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