
‘This weekend’s full moon will be a ‘micromoon’: An Explanation of the
Phenomenon

Description

Embarking on its celestial journey, the full moon, famously recognized as the 'snow moon', is slated to reach
its zenith this Saturday, illuminating the nocturnal expanse globally with its resplendent glow. Clarity
concerning full moons, their chronological phenomena, and nomenclature is displayed in the related video
appended above.

According to eminent celestial chroniclers at EarthSky, the moon will exhibit maximum corpulence at 7:30
a.m. ET on the upcoming Saturday. However, human perception will perceive the moon as being in full for a
longer duration, suggesting optimal viewing opportunities a few nights preceding and following its pinnacle.

It is intriguing to understand the semantics of the term 'snow moon', as it does not convey any difference in
the luminary's appearance from the regular full moon. Instead, it is a micromoon, a term implying a slightly
smaller size, attributable to the moon's eccentric orbit, placing it a tad farther from the Earth than
customarily.

Planetary geologists such as Rachel Klima from the esteemed Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics
Laboratory, suggest that "the micromoon will be approximately 10% smaller than the average full moon,
hence its diminutive size. Operationally, when a moon appears extraordinarily large, it's primarily because
it's low on the horizon, not due to its actual distance."

This year, donning its role as the revered ‘snow moon’, the luminary will shine gallantly adjacent to Regulus,
the brightest star in the constellation Leo. Special astronomical equipment is not a prerequisite for moon-
gazing, although binoculars would provide a picturesque view of the celestial body's pronounced features
and craters. Irrespective of the atmospheric clarity, the moon's luminescence has the ability to occasionally
pierce through even slightly cloudy weather, captivating those who watch from below.

In the realm of lunar exploration and conquests, the Odysseus lunar lander successfully soft-landed near the
moon's southern pole last Thursday, a feat unattempted since the Apollo program's termination over fifty
years ago. The commencement of the IM-1 mission by Intuitive Machines also marked the pioneer soft-
landing by a commercial spacecraft on the lunar surface. Accomplishments like these mark the dawn of a
new era in lunar exploration, prompting the prophetic supposition of the opening up of an unprecedented
world of economic and scientific opportunities.

Shedding light on more full moons this calendar year, Klima professed that among the twelve full moons in
the year's repertoire, February's full moon is this year's solitary micromoon. In contrast, lunar events in
September and October are anticipated to be supermoons. A supermoon, by definition, signifies that the full
moon appears larger and radiant due to closer proximity to Earth than normal. These supermoon events are
known to occur when the moon is within 90% of its perigee,” which represents its closest possible proximity
in orbit to earth.

Besides full moons, 2024 is also anticipated to witness multiple celestial events in the form of both solar and

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 1
www.esl-news.com



lunar eclipses. The most eagerly awaited among these is the total solar eclipse, scheduled for April 8, which
will delight sky watchers in regions of Mexico, the US, and Canada. A total solar eclipse is an astronomical
spectacle where the moon obscures the sun completely, moving between the sun and Earth.

Later in the year, October 2nd will witness an annular solar eclipse over sections of South America. An
astronomical phenomenon akin to a total solar eclipse, an annular solar eclipse paints a 'ring of fire' in the
sky when the moon is at its farthest point from Earth in its orbit. A variety of lunar eclipses, some subtle,
some partial, will also be expected to occur throughout the year, fascinating sky-gazers with their celestial
dramas.

The meteor showers of 2024 will be additional alluring events scheduled for the year. According to the
American Meteor Society, the sky will be awash with a multitude of meteor showers throughout the year,
offering breathtaking spectacles for those gazing upwards.
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Vocabulary List:

1. zenith // (noun): The highest point or peak.
2. resplendent // (adjective): Appearing very bright or colorful.
3. nomenclature // (noun): The devising or choosing of names for things.
4. corpulence // (noun): The state of being fat or overweight.
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5. eccentric // (adjective): Departing from a recognized, conventional, or established norm.
6. chroniclers // (noun): People who record historical information or events.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term is used for a risky or daring journey or undertaking? 
    Option: Aesthetics
    Option: Venture
    Option: Corpulence
    Option: Zenith

2. Which word refers to the principles underlying the beauties of artistic expression? 
    Option: Multiverse
    Option: Aesthetics
    Option: State-of-the-art
    Option: Hardware

3. Which term means shining brilliantly or splendid? 
    Option: Perennially
    Option: Resplendent
    Option: Chroniclers
    Option: Abundance

4. What do you call a person who is considered strange or unconventional? 
    Option: Laymen
    Option: Eccentric
    Option: Visible
    Option: Glorious

5. What term is used for people lacking professional skill or knowledge in a particular subject? 
    Option: Ordinary
    Option: Array
    Option: Laymen
    Option: Hardware

6. Which phrase refers to the most advanced or sophisticated level of development? 
    Option: Crafted
    Option: State-of-the-art
    Option: Intricately
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    Option: Delving

7. What term is commonly used to describe computer equipment? 
    Option: Nomenclature
    Option: Hardware
    Option: Glorious
    Option: Spectacle

8. Which word means to carry on intensive and thorough research for data information or the like? 
    Option: Zenith
    Option: Delving
    Option: Profound
    Option: Intricately

9. What term describes something that is very deep intense or far-reaching? 
    Option: Aficionados
    Option: Astronomical
    Option: Profound
    Option: Ordinary

10. Which term is used to describe a theoretical space or realm that contains multiple universes? 
    Option: Abundance
    Option: Intriguing
    Option: Hardware
    Option: Multiverse

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The band reached the  of their success with the release of their latest album. 

12. The field of biology has a complex  of terms and classifications. 

13. The cost of the new project was  far beyond what we had anticipated. 

14. The stars were  to the naked eye on the clear night. 

15. Despite his  he was an excellent athlete. 

16. The event attracted  from all around the world. 

17. The flowers in the garden bloom  providing a beautiful display year-round. 
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18. The store had an impressive  of products to choose from. 

19. The fireworks show was a breathtaking  of lights and colors. 

20. The sunrise painted the sky in  shades of pink and orange. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The professor's lectures on quantum physics were highly engaging and thought-provoking.

22. The medieval manuscripts were meticulously documented by the kingdom's official historians.

23. The artisan a beautiful sculpture from a single block of marble.

24. In a world full of superheroes and villains he lived an life as a librarian.

25. The jeweler designed an pattern of diamonds and rubies in the necklace.

26. The fertile valley was known for its of fresh produce all year round.

27. Many celestial bodies such as the moon and some planets are visible to the human eye without any
aids.

28. The members-only club had access to the luxurious amenities and private events.

29. The royal ballroom was decorated in a display of gold and crystal chandeliers.

30. The lighthouse beam was from miles away guiding ships safely to shore.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Venture 2. Aesthetics 3. Resplendent 4. Eccentric 5. Laymen 6. State-of-the-art 7. 
Hardware 8. Delving 9. Profound 10. Multiverse
Gap-Fill: 11. zenith 12. nomenclature 13. astronomical 14. visible 15. corpulence 16. aficionados 17. 
perennially 18. array 19. spectacle 20. glorious
Matching sentence: 1. stimulating 2. chroniclers 3. crafted 4. ordinary 5. intricately 6. abundance 7. naked 
eye 8. exclusive 9. glorious 10. visible
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