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Three USVI Surfers to Participate in World Games in Puerto Rico | Sports
Description

Tommy Gibney has been working hard for some years. He wants the U.S. Virgin Islands to become a part of
the Olympic Games in surfing. This coming weekend, he won't be alone in his efforts. The U.S. Virgin Islands
team will compete in the International Surfing Association’s 2024 ISA World Surfing Games in Puerto Rico.

Tommy Gibney is 27 years old and he is from St. John. Two more surfers from St. Thomas — Cody Merritt,
26, and Ocean Petersen, 39 — will join him. Together, they make a team of three men for this important
competition. It is the final chance to qualify for the 2024 Paris Olympics.

The World Surfing Games will start on Saturday and finish on Sunday, March 3. The competition will take
place in Puerto Rico, on the north side of the island. Gibney shared that the conditions there are similar to
what they have at home in the Virgin Islands.

There are two ways the Virgin Islands surfers could get a chance to compete at the Olympics. One way is
winning the team championship at the World Surfing Games. The winning team then picks who will
represent them in Tahiti for the Paris Olympics. The other way is something called “universality allocation,”
where the International Olympic Committee’s Tripartite Commission chooses a surfer.

For now, Tommy Gibney, Cody Merritt, and Ocean Petersen are focused on preparing best they can. They
know that in surfing a lot depends on the ocean and on making the right choices. Their goal is to stay calm
and not feel too much pressure as they compete.

Vocabulary List:

Surfing // (noun): The sport or activity of riding on waves while standing on a special board.
Competition // (noun): An event or a situation in which people or teams compete against each other.
Qualify // (verb): To have the necessary skill, knowledge, or experience to do something successfully.
Championship // (noun): A competition to find the best team or player in a particular game or sport.
Tripartite // (adjective): Consisting of three parts or parties.
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Allocation // (noun): The action or process of distributing something.
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