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Tragic Loss: ‘American Idol’ Star Doug Kiker Passes at 32
Description

Doug Kiker, a well-known former contestant on “American Idol,” has tragically passed away at the age of
32. His sister, Angela Evans, shared the heartbreaking news in a heartfelt Facebook post. She wrote, “With a
heavy heart, | announce the passing of my brother, Douglas Kiker. He was deeply loved and will be missed
by countless people. Please pray for our family as we navigate this incredibly challenging time.”

Kiker, affectionately dubbed “The Singing Garbage Man,” died on Monday, as confirmed by The Post. The
Denver Medical Examiner’s Office notified that they received a report of his death at Denver Health Medical
Center, stating that “the cause and manner of death are pending investigation.”

His ex-fiancée, Valerie Cook, expressed her sorrow, noting how her children have lost their father. In light of
this tragedy, Kiker’s family has launched a GoFundMe campaign to support funeral arrangements. The
family emphasized, “Any contribution will directly aid in honoring Douglas’s memory.”

Evans further explained that her brother’s death was entirely unexpected, stating they are unprepared for
the financial burden of bringing him home and giving him the memorial he deserves. She extended her
gratitude for the outpouring of support and prayers, cherishing the memories of her beloved brother. Kiker’s
brother, William, also shared a poignant message on Facebook, expressing his love and the void left behind.

Vocabulary List:

Heartbreaking /,ha:t'breikin/ (adjective): Causing overwhelming sadness or grief.

Navigate /'naevi,geit/ (verb): To plan and direct the course of a journey or situation.

Tragedy /'traedz.a.di/ (noun): A very sad event or situation.

Contribution / kon.tri'bju:.fan/ (noun): Something that is given or added to a greater purpose.
Unexpected / ,An.1k'spekt.1id/ (adjective): Not anticipated or foreseen.

ou AW

Poignant /'po1.njont/ (adjective): Evoking a keen sense of sadness or regret.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. How old was Doug Kiker when he passed away?
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https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=9829295597092264&id=100000357653190
https://www.facebook.com/douglas.kiker.5?__cft__[0]=AZUojvFSkCKTAmd5PLTRnTCtGvLDc_OF9UHvW6gJ6-9cfoyWTk1CcXFIrYOa-yNCU2U71TMLULShtAmAq659Em8waN7cQqk5E6roTszON2oJ5F5fTF26U8dLiY94EBT_dlgLvFeJ_wTp0pcnY7zuMqAAcB3VQYgaWmUquFixt6eVTPkn6EsormuU32IlL2uf0DM&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://www.gofundme.com/f/farewell-to-douglas-help-his-family
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Option: 25
Option: 32
Option: 39
Option: 45

2. What was Doug Kiker known as on
Option: The Dancing Cook
Option: The Singing Garbage Man
Option: The Rockstar Chef
Option: The Musical Janitor

3. Where did Doug Kiker tragically pass away?

Option: New York City
Option: Los Angeles
Option: Denver
Option: Chicago

4. Who confirmed Doug Kiker’s passing?

Option: Angela Evans
Option: Denver Medical Examiner’s Office
Option: Valerie Cook
Option: William Kiker

5. What fundraising platform did Kiker’s family use for funeral arrangements?

Option: Kickstarter
Option: GoFundMe
Option: Indiegogo
Option: Patreon

6. Who expressed sorrow over Doug Kiker’s passing?

Option: Angela Evans
Option: Valerie Cook
Option: William Kiker
Option: All of the above

True-False

7. Doug Kiker’s death was expected by his family.
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8. Doug Kiker’s ex-fiancée, Valerie Cook, has children with him.

9. The cause and manner of Doug Kiker’'s death have been immediately determined.
10. Doug Kiker’s family requested financial help through a GoFundMe campaign.

11. Doug Kiker’s sister, Angela Evans, shared the news of his passing on Twitter.

12. Doug Kiker’s brother, William, did not express any feelings after his passing.

Gap-Fill

13. Doug Kiker was affectionately dubbed “The Singing Man.”

14. The Denver Medical Examiner’s Office stated that the cause and manner of Doug Kiker’s death are
pending

15. Kiker’s family is unprepared for the financial burden of bringing him home and giving him the memorial
he

16. Angela Evans shared the news of her brother’s passing on , hot Twitter.

17. Valerie Cook expressed sorrow for the loss, noting her children have lost their

18. In response to Doug Kiker’s passing, his family launched a GoFundMe campaign to support

arrangements.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. 32 2. The Singing Garbage Man 3. Denver 4. Denver Medical Examiner’s Office 5.
GoFundMe 6. All of the above

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. Garbage 14. investigation 15. deserves 16. Facebook 17. father 18. funeral

Vocabulary quizzes
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Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. Which term refers to the period after childbirth?

Option: Heartbreaking
Option: Navigate
Option: Postpartum
Option: Lamenting

2. Which word means to be praised or recognized for excellence?

Option: Burden
Option: Acclaimed
Option: Casual
Option: Cunning

3. Which word describes someone or something famous and respected?

Option: Poignant
Option: Prowess
Option: Renowned
Option: Nurturing

4. What term refers to unforeseen issues or problems?

Option: Scrubbing
Option: Complications
Option: Esteemed
Option: Ambitious

5. Which adverb means to be honest and straightforward?

Option: Pervasive
Option: Candidly
Option: Collaborators
Option: Autopsy

6. What term describes expressing sorrow or regret?

Option: Climax

Option: Lamenting
Option: Accolades
Option: Acclaimed

7. Which word means easily noticeable or clear?

Option: Prowess
Option: Pronounced
Option: Spokesperson

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Option: Cunning

8. What term means to fail or peter out gradually?

Option: Acknowledging
Option: Fizzle

Option: Recognition
Option: Spokesperson

9. What term refers to cleaning intensely?

Option: Casual
Option: Scrubbing
Option: Recognition
Option: Collaborators

10. What term means to accept or admit the existence of something?
Option: Ambitious
Option: Acknowledging
Option: Accolades
Option: Esteemed

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. In unfamiliar territory one needs to carefully to reach the destination.

12. Carrying such a heavy load can be a significant on one's back.

13. His to the project was invaluable without it the success would not have been
possible.

14. The influence of social media is becoming increasingly impacting every aspect
of our lives.

15. Each person plays a distinct in the success of the team.

16. After the mysterious death of the celebrity an was performed to determine the
cause.

17. The success of the project was largely due to the dedication of all the
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involved.

18. Many women experience emotional changes during the period following
childbirth.

19. She was an member of the community highly regarded for her charitable
work.

20. His martial arts was unmatched earning him numerous tournament victories.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The film's ending was so that many in the audience were moved to tears.

22. He wore a outfit to the formal event not realizing the dress code.

23. Her kind and nature made her an excellent teacher for young children.

24. The fox's nature allowed it to outsmart the other animals in the forest.

25. Understanding your in the team helps promote effective collaboration.

26. The movie reached its with a dramatic car chase scene.

27. Her talent as an artist earned her numerous awards and .

28. His goal was to climb the highest mountain on every continent.

29. The excitement over the new product seemed to as sales declined.

30. Her hard work and dedication finally led to the she deserved.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Postpartum 2. Acclaimed 3. Renowned 4. Complications 5. Candidly 6. Lamenting

7. Pronounced 8. Fizzle 9. Scrubbing 10. Acknowledging

Gap-Fill: 11. navigate 12. burden 13. contribution 14. pervasive 15. role 16. autopsy 17. collaborators

18. postpartum 19. esteemed 20. prowess

Matching sentence: 1. poignant 2. casual 3. nurturing 4. cunning 5. role 6. climax 7. accolades 8. ambitious
9. fizzle
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10. recognition
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