
Tragic Onstage Passing: Actor Julien Arnold Dies during ‘A Christmas
Carol’ Performance

Description

Julien Arnold, a 60-year-old Canadian actor, tragically passed away during a performance of "A Christmas
Carol" due to a sudden medical emergency. The exact cause of his death remains unknown, but paramedics
arrived promptly at the Citadel Theater in Edmonton, Canada, around 8:28 p.m. Despite their efforts to
resuscitate him, Arnold died at the scene, according to the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.

Arnold was portraying the dual roles of Marley and Mr. Fezziwig in this classic adaptation of Charles Dickens'
beloved novel. His dedication to the craft was evident in his performances, and he was well-respected within
the local theater community.

In a heartfelt statement shared on social media, the Citadel Theater mourned the loss of Arnold, describing
him as "a beloved actor and dear friend," as well as a "cherished member" of Edmonton's artistic scene.
Notably, he was a founding member of Free Will Players, a theater company renowned for its annual
Shakespeare festival, and had been an integral part of Edmonton's cultural landscape for many years.

The theater also announced that the remaining performances of "A Christmas Carol" would be dedicated to
his memory, emphasizing the profound impact he had on both his colleagues and audiences alike. "Julien's
passing is a significant loss to his family, friends, and the entire Edmonton community he cherished," the
theater remarked.

In response to their sudden loss, a GoFundMe campaign has been initiated to support Arnold's family,
currently having raised approximately $42,000.

Kerry Breen 

Kerry Breen is a news editor at CBSNews.com. A graduate of New York University's Arthur L. Carter School of
Journalism, she previously worked at NBC News' TODAY Digital. She covers current events, breaking news
and issues including substance use.
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Vocabulary List:

1. Tragically /ˈtrædʒ.ɪ.kli/ (adverb): In a way that is very sad or unfortunate.
2. Performances /pərˈfɔːr.məns/ (noun): The act of performing especially in a theatrical context.
3. Resuscitate /rɪˈsʌs.ɪ.teɪt/ (verb): To revive someone from unconsciousness or apparent death.
4. Cherished /ˈtʃer.ɪʃt/ (adjective): Beloved or highly valued.
5. Integral /ɪnˈtɛɡ.rəl/ (adjective): Essential or necessary for completeness.
6. Community /kəˈmjuː.nɪ.ti/ (noun): A group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic 

in common.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. How old was Julien Arnold when he passed away? 
    Option: 50
    Option: 60
    Option: 70
    Option: 80

2. In which roles was Julien Arnold performing in "A Christmas Carol"? 
    Option: Scrooge and Tiny Tim
    Option: Marley and Mr. Fezziwig
    Option: Bob Cratchit and Ghost of Christmas Past
    Option: Mrs. Cratchit and Belle

3. Which theater in Edmonton did Julien Arnold pass away at? 
    Option: MTC Mainstage
    Option: Citadel Theater
    Option: Rapid Fire Theatre
    Option: Varscona Theatre

4. What fundraising platform was used to support Julien Arnold's family? 
    Option: Kickstarter
    Option: GoFundMe
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    Option: Patreon
    Option: Indiegogo

5. How much money was approximately raised for Julien Arnold's family? 
    Option: $10,000
    Option: $25,000
    Option: $42,000
    Option: $60,000

6. Which theater company was Julien Arnold a founding member of? 
    Option: Free Will Players
    Option: The Shakespeare Company
    Option: Edmonton Actors Guild
    Option: Theater Alive

True-False

7. Julien Arnold was 70 years old when he passed away. 

8. Julien Arnold portrayed the roles of Marley and Scrooge in "A Christmas Carol". 

9. Julien Arnold had only recently joined the theater community in Edmonton. 

10. The remaining performances of "A Christmas Carol" were not dedicated to Julien Arnold's memory. 

11. Julien Arnold had a significant impact on both his colleagues and audiences. 

12. The exact cause of Julien Arnold's death is known. 

Gap-Fill

13. Julien Arnold was portraying the dual roles of Marley and Mr. Fezziwig in the classic adaptation of 

Charles Dickens' beloved novel, " ". 

14. Julien Arnold was a cherished member of Edmonton's  scene. 
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15. Julien Arnold was a founding member of Free Will Players, a theater company known for its annual 

 festival. 

16. The GoFundMe campaign was created to support Julien Arnold's . 

17. Julien Arnold's passing was a significant loss to his family, friends, and the entire 

 community in Edmonton. 

18. Julien Arnold tragically passed away during a performance due to a sudden 

emergency. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. 60 2. Marley and Mr. Fezziwig 3. Citadel Theater 4. GoFundMe 5. $42,000 6. Free Will 
Players
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. A Christmas Carol 14. artistic 15. Shakespeare 16. family 17. community 18. medical

Answer

CATEGORY

1. Entertainment - LEVEL4
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