
Travis Kelce, tight end for the KC Chiefs and Taylor Swift’s boyfriend,
shared an insightful lesson on achieving success.

Description

Last week, Travis Kelce was met with derision; this week, he basks in adulation. However, he remains
unfazed by the capricious nature of public opinion.

The Kansas City Chiefs tight end enjoyed a remarkable performance last Sunday, not only leading his team
to victory over the Los Angeles Chargers but also etching his name into the team's history as its all-time
leader in receptions, having caught the ball for the 917th time during the match. This transformed reality
stands in stark contrast to the initial three weeks of the season, during which he underperformed, failing to
live up to expectations.

Consequently, public discourse has erupted regarding both his earlier disappointments and his subsequent
triumph. Kelce’s nonchalant demeanor amidst this fervor embodies a profound emotional intelligence that
serves as an invaluable lesson for entrepreneurs, particularly those constantly scrutinized by the public.

Having propelled his team to Super Bowl glory earlier this year, Kelce is also notably recognized for his high-
profile relationship with Taylor Swift. Despite experiencing struggles during the early part of the
season—potentially due to heightened defensive attention—his record-setting performance against the
Chargers, highlighted by 89 yards gained from receptions, has reinvigorated his status.

“Kelce is back!”
Currently, Kelce may very well be the planet's most recognized football figure, subjected to relentless
examination of his every move. Even amidst the Chiefs’ successful start to the season, speculation
surrounding his potential retirement loomed, despite recent enhancements to his contract. Following his
performance against the Chargers, sportscaster Tony Romo jubilantly proclaimed, “Kelce is back!” His
colleague, Jim Nantz, quipped, “They’ve got to find someone else to troll this week.”

This phenomenon is a familiar one when one occupies a prominent position; one oscillates between hero
and scapegoat in a matter of moments. Kelce demonstrates an admirable resilience against this public
scrutiny, declaring, “Everything outside of the building is just noise” during a recent episode of his podcast, 
New Heights, co-hosted with his brother, former Philadelphia Eagles center Jason Kelce.

Everything outside the building is just noise. Here, “the building” signifies the Chiefs organization and the
collaborative efforts therein—an astute perspective that delineates the distractions of external commentary
from the focus on performance and teamwork.

Should you worry about public perception?
While maintaining a positive reputation is certainly crucial—encompassing both organizational branding and 
personal branding—Kelce deftly relies on a dedicated communications team to manage public perception.
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This professional support was activated in response to a viral rumor concerning a purported breakup with
Swift at the season's outset. Beyond this, Kelce remains focused on refining his athletic performance,
allowing experts to navigate the complexities of public opinion on his behalf.

This is an exemplary model for business leaders; a strong public image is indeed a valuable asset. Thus, one
should diligently manage it—whether through a dedicated team or personal engagement with media
channels—while simultaneously disregarding external noise that does not stem from direct stakeholder
feedback.

Such a guiding principle is easily articulated: everything outside the building is just noise. Wise leaders
recognize the futility in adhering too closely to it.

Vocabulary List:

1. Derision /dɪˈrɪʒ.ən/ (noun): Contemptuous ridicule or mockery.
2. Adulation /ˌædʒ.əˈleɪ.ʃən/ (noun): Obsequious flattery; excessive admiration or praise.
3. Capricious /kəˈprɪʃ.əs/ (adjective): Given to sudden and unaccountable changes of mood or behavior.
4. Nonchalant /ˌnɒn.ʃəˈlɒnt/ (adjective): Feeling or appearing casually calm and relaxed; not displaying anxiety 

interest or enthusiasm.
5. Resilience /rɪˈzɪl.jəns/ (noun): The ability to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.
6. Delineates /dɪˈlɪn.i.eɪt/ (verb): Describes or portrays (something) precisely.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What team does Travis Kelce play for? 
    Option: A. Los Angeles Chargers
    Option: B. Kansas City Chiefs
    Option: C. New England Patriots
    Option: D. Dallas Cowboys

2. How many yards did Travis Kelce gain from receptions in the game against the Los Angeles Chargers? 
    Option: A. 75
    Option: B. 89
    Option: C. 100
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    Option: D. 120

3. What did Tony Romo exclaim after Travis Kelce's performance? 
    Option: A. "Good effort!"
    Option: B. "Kelce is back!"
    Option: C. "Could have done better."
    Option: D. "Needs improvement."

4. What lesson does Travis Kelce's demeanor embody, according to the text? 
    Option: A. Patience
    Option: B. Emotional intelligence
    Option: C. Aggression
    Option: D. Lack of motivation

5. Who is Travis Kelce notably recognized for having a relationship with? 
    Option: A. Beyoncé
    Option: B. Kim Kardashian
    Option: C. Taylor Swift
    Option: D. Rihanna

6. What key term signifies the distractions of external commentary in the context of Travis Kelce's story? 
    Option: A. "Public Scrutiny"
    Option: B. "The building"
    Option: C. "Nonchalant Demeanor"
    Option: D. "Media Channels"

True-False

7. Travis Kelce experienced struggles during the early part of the season due to lack of effort. 

8. Travis Kelce relies on a dedicated communications team to manage public perception. 

9. Public discourse erupted only due to Travis Kelce's disappointments. 

10. Travis Kelce is a low-profile figure in the football world. 

11. Tony Romo sarcastically mentioned finding someone else to troll after Travis Kelce's performance. 
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12. Kelce's podcast is named "New Heights" and is co-hosted by his brother Jason Kelce. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. B. Kansas City Chiefs 2. B. 89 3. B. "Kelce is back!" 4. B. Emotional intelligence 5. C. 
Taylor Swift 6. B. "The building"
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. True 12. True

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term best describes a topic that is likely to cause disagreement or argument? 
    Option: Revitalization
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Contentious
    Option: Resilience

2. Which word means causing great damage or harm? 
    Option: Nonchalant
    Option: Devastating
    Option: Compulsion
    Option: Collaboration

3. What term is used to describe something based on conjecture rather than knowledge? 
    Option: Derision
    Option: Speculative
    Option: Agility
    Option: Productivity

4. A ______________ is an event causing great and often sudden damage or distress. 
    Option: Revitalization
    Option: Derision
    Option: Calamity
    Option: Compulsion

5. Which term refers to the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties? 
    Option: Erosion
    Option: Congested
    Option: Resilience

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



    Option: Collaborative

6. If something is ______________ it suggests that something bad is going to happen. 
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Congested
    Option: Acerbic
    Option: Ominous

7. What term refers to the ability to move quickly and easily? 
    Option: Evacuation
    Option: Inherent
    Option: Agility
    Option: Prevalent

8. Which word means the action of working with someone to produce something? 
    Option: Adulation
    Option: Collaboration
    Option: Precipitate
    Option: Delineates

9. A ______________ is a strong usually irresistible impulse to perform an act. 
    Option: Congregated
    Option: Ramifications
    Option: Capricious
    Option: Compulsion

10. Which term refers to the action of imbuing something with new life and vitality? 
    Option: Erosion
    Option: Revitalization
    Option: Nonchalant
    Option: Reevaluating

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11.  is the process of eroding or being eroded by wind water or other natural 

agents. 

12.  in urban areas is often caused by high population density and a high number 

of vehicles. 
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13. The hotel can  up to 200 guests during the peak season. 

14. Stress-related illnesses are becoming more  in today's fast-paced world. 

15. His ideas were met with  and ridicule by his peers. 

16. The actor received widespread  for his outstanding performance in the movie. 

17. His  behavior made it difficult for his friends to predict his actions. 

18. She was surprisingly  about the news of her promotion not showing much 

excitement. 

19. The fallen tree limb  the path making it difficult for hikers to pass through. 

20. A  approach often involves anticipating and preventing problems before they 

occur. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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21. Investing in high-risk ventures without thorough research is considered irresponsible and .

22. During the religious festival thousands of people in the town square to witness the procession.

23. His rash decision to quit his job without a backup plan a period of uncertainty and financial instability.

24. Successful projects often result from effective and communication among team members.

25. The government's initiative to promote the of the downtown area led to new businesses opening up.

26. Athletes need to maintain their physical to excel in fast-paced sports like soccer or basketball.

27. The decision to cut funding for education had far-reaching on the quality of schooling.

28. The fallen debris continued to traffic flow on the highway causing long delays.

29. Her to check her phone every few minutes was a habit she found hard to break.

30. The seamless between the design and engineering teams resulted in a groundbreaking product.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Contentious 2. Devastating 3. Speculative 4. Calamity 5. Resilience 6. Ominous 7. Agility
8. Collaboration 9. Compulsion 10. Revitalization
Gap-Fill: 11. Erosion 12. Congestion 13. accommodate 14. prevalent 15. derision 16. adulation 17. capricious
18. nonchalant 19. obstruct 20. proactive
Matching sentence: 1. speculative 2. congregated 3. precipitate 4. collaboration 5. revitalization 6. agility
7. ramifications 8. obstruct 9. compulsion 10. collaboration
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