
Trump’s Freedom 250 Concert Series Faces Quick Decline

Description

Bret Michaels and The Commodores have withdrawn from the Freedom 250 concert series in Washington,
D.C. Their departures highlight ongoing difficulties surrounding President Donald Trump’s patriotic event.

Bret Michaels, lead singer of Poison, expressed his concerns in a statement on his website. He stated, “What
was presented to us as a celebration of our country has evolved into something much more divisive.”
Michaels highlighted alarming threats to his safety and that of his staff and family as a significant factor in
his decision to pull out of the event.

Emphasising his personal beliefs, he said, “This isn’t about politics. It’s about staying true to what I’ve
always believed in.” As a father, friend, and bandmate, he takes safety matters seriously. He noted that
music should unite rather than divide people, recalling a successful Independence Day concert in St. Louis
that brought together over 100,000 attendees.

The Commodores joined other artists, including Young MC and Martina McBride, in stepping away from the
concert series. They stated on Instagram, “Our music has always been our voice and we choose not to
publicly affiliate with any political party. We support the betterment of all Americans.”

The Freedom 250 concert series is scheduled to take place from June 25 to July 10 on the National Mall. This
event aims to celebrate 250 years since the Declaration of Independence and is backed by a public-private
partnership connected to the Trump administration.

Vocabulary List:

1. withdrawn //wɪðˈdrɔn// (verb): pulled out or removed from an activity
2. divisive //dɪˈvaɪsɪv// (adjective): causing people to disagree or be divided
3. threats //θrɛts// (noun): words or actions that warn of harm
4. affiliate //əˈfɪliˌeɪt// (verb): to officially connect with a group or organization
5. partnership //ˈpɑrt.nɚ.ʃɪp// (noun): a relationship where people or groups work together
6. backed //bækt// (verb): given help, support, or approval for something
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Multiple Choice

1. Who withdrew from the Freedom 250 concert series? 
    Option: Bret Michaels
    Option: The Commodores
    Option: Both Bret Michaels and The Commodores
    Option: None of the above

2. What was the main concern expressed by Bret Michaels? 
    Option: Political affiliations
    Option: Safety threats
    Option: Financial issues
    Option: Logistical challenges

3. Which event was highlighted as a successful gathering that Bret Michaels referred to? 
    Option: Freedom 250 concert
    Option: Independence Day concert in St. Louis
    Option: National Mall concert
    Option: Trump inaugural event

4. What is the purpose of the Freedom 250 concert series? 
    Option: To celebrate the 50th anniversary of a music festival
    Option: To mark 250 years since the Declaration of Independence
    Option: To raise funds for charity
    Option: To promote political candidates

5. When is the Freedom 250 concert series scheduled to take place? 
    Option: June 10 to June 25
    Option: July 1 to July 15
    Option: June 25 to July 10
    Option: September 4 to September 20

6. Which other artists joined The Commodores in withdrawing from the concert series? 
    Option: Bret Michaels and Martina McBride
    Option: Young MC and Martina McBride
    Option: Poison and Young MC
    Option: None of the above
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True-False

7. Bret Michaels is the lead singer of the band Aerosmith. 

8. The Commodores decided to publicly affiliate with a political party. 

9. The Freedom 250 concert series is planned to celebrate the Declaration of Independence. 

10. Bret Michaels believes that music should divide people. 

11. The event is backed by a public-private partnership related to the Trump administration. 

12. The concert series will be held at a private venue in Washington, D.C. 

Gap-Fill

13. Bret Michaels expressed concerns about ongoing difficulties surrounding President Donald Trump’s 

patriotic event during the  concert series. 

14. The Freedom 250 concert series aims to celebrate 250 years since the 

of Independence. 

15. Bret Michaels takes safety matters . 

16. The Commodores stated that their music has always been their . 

17. The concert series is scheduled to take place from June 25 to . 

18. Bret Michaels recalls a successful  Day concert in St. Louis. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Both Bret Michaels and The Commodores 2. Safety threats 3. Independence Day concert 
in St. Louis 4. To mark 250 years since the Declaration of Independence 5. June 25 to July 10 6. Young MC 
and Martina McBride
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. Freedom 250 14. Declaration 15. seriously 16. voice 17. July 10 18. Independence
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