
Twelve Must-Hear Albums: Robyn, Snail Mail, and More

Description

Paula Kelley, a co-founding member of the Boston band Drop Nineteens, has released her first solo album in
over twenty years. She explains that getting sober helped her learn how to be a better person, which
influenced her writing. Kelley's new album, Blinking as the Starlight Burns Out, revisits her shoegaze roots
and transforms them into dreamy alt-rock songs that reach listeners on a deep level.

The album showcases a mix of soundscapes that evoke feelings of nostalgia and creativity. Kelley’s work
reflects her personal journey over the years, marking a notable return to the music scene. This is significant
not only for her fans but also for the independent music community, which values authentic stories.

Responses to the album have been positive. Critics highlight the emotional depth in Kelley's songwriting and
the overall production quality. Her return may inspire other artists who have faced challenges in their
careers or personal lives, showing that change and growth are possible.

As her music becomes available on various streaming platforms and stores, listeners can easily access
Kelley's new work. This album represents a moment of revival in her career and could lead to more
developments for her in the future.

Vocabulary List:

1. sober //ˈsoʊbər// (adjective): not drinking alcohol and being clear-headed
2. shoegaze //ˈʃuːˌɡeɪz// (noun): a style of music with loud, dreamy guitar sounds
3. soundscapes //ˈsaʊndskeɪps// (noun): a group of sounds that make a mood
4. nostalgia //nəˈstældʒə// (noun): a warm, sometimes sad feeling about the past
5. independent //ˌɪndɪˈpɛndənt// (adjective): not part of big companies; smaller or free
6. revival //rɪˈvaɪvəl// (noun): a return to popularity or activity after decline

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the title of Paula Kelley's new album? 
    Option: Awakening Dreams
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    Option: Blinking as the Starlight Burns Out
    Option: Echoes of the Past
    Option: Shadows of Tomorrow

2. What genre does Paula Kelley's new album primarily fall into? 
    Option: Pop
    Option: Hip-Hop
    Option: Dreamy Alt-Rock
    Option: Classical

3. How long has it been since Paula Kelley released her first solo album? 
    Option: Ten years
    Option: Twenty years
    Option: Fifteen years
    Option: Five years

4. What has helped Paula Kelley learn how to be a better person? 
    Option: Getting married
    Option: Getting sober
    Option: Traveling
    Option: Reading books

5. Which band is Paula Kelley a co-founding member of? 
    Option: The Pixies
    Option: Drop Nineteens
    Option: Radiohead
    Option: Tame Impala

6. What do critics highlight about Kelley's new album? 
    Option: Its commercial success
    Option: The emotional depth and production quality
    Option: The use of electronic elements
    Option: The length of the album

True-False

7. Paula Kelley has released her first solo album in ten years. 
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8. The album showcases a mix of soundscapes evoking nostalgia. 

9. Kelley's music is only available on physical formats. 

10. Responses to the album have been negative. 

11. Kelley's new album marks a return to the music scene. 

12. The independent music community values authenticity in storytelling. 

Gap-Fill

13. Paula Kelley is a co-founding member of the Boston band  Nineteens. 

14. Kelley's new album revisits her  roots. 

15. The album showcases a mix of soundscapes that evoke feelings of  and 

creativity. 

16. Kelley's work reflects her personal journey over the  years. 

17. Critics highlight the emotional  in Kelley's songwriting. 

18. As her music becomes available on various  platforms, listeners can easily 

access Kelley's work. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Blinking as the Starlight Burns Out 2. Dreamy Alt-Rock 3. Twenty years 4. Getting sober
5. Drop Nineteens 6. The emotional depth and production quality
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. True 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. Drop 14. shoegaze 15. nostalgia 16. years 17. depth 18. streaming
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