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US Government Imposes Ban on Roomba Devices
Description

The Trump administration announced a ban on “advanced robotic devices” entering the United States, with
many headlines focusing on humanoid robots. However, the ban also affects simpler devices, like robot
vacuum cleaners, confirmed Katie Gorscak, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) media relations
director. Current models like Roombas are safe, as the ban targets future foreign robots, which the
government claims could threaten national security.

The ban extends to nearly all new software-controlled robots that weigh over 4.4 pounds and can perceive
their surroundings. This includes robot lawn mowers and delivery robots. The FCC plans to categorize many
existing technologies under this new regulation, impacting various robotic companies.

Despite the intended national security concerns, critics argue the FCC is not prioritising actual security
measures. Instead, the ban seems to target all robot manufacturers, particularly those operating outside the
US, regardless of their security standards. As a result, companies are being urged to commit to
manufacturing robots in the US.

Most robot vacuums are made by Chinese companies, which complicates compliance with the new
regulations. Even a US company, Matic, may need to prove that a significant percentage of its components
are sourced domestically to avoid penalties. The FCC’s waivers will require both US and foreign companies
to commit to US production in order to mitigate any security risks.

Going forward, many robots will now face an uncertain future in the US market. Existing robots will remain
unaffected, but the implications for new models are still unclear.

Vocabulary List:

. advanced //ad'veenst// (adjective): more developed and using newer technology or ideas
. humanoid //'hju:ma,noid// (adjective): a robot that looks like a human
. perceive //pa-'si:v// (verb): to notice or become aware of something

1
2
3
4. regulation // regjs'lerfan// (noun): an official rule made by a government or organization
5. compliance //kem'plaians// (noun): following a rule, law, or an official request
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. waivers //'weivarz// (noun): official permission to not follow a rule

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What does the Trump administration's ban on robotic devices specifically target?

Option: Only humanoid robots
Option: All robotic devices
Option: Advanced robotic devices
Option: Only lawn mowers

2. Which communication commission confirmed the details of the ban?

Option: Federal Trade Commission

Option: Federal Communications Commission
Option: Federal Aviation Administration
Option: Federal Bureau of Investigation

3. What weight threshold does the ban concern for software-controlled robots?

Option: 2.2 pounds
Option: 4.4 pounds
Option: 5.5 pounds
Option: 6.6 pounds

4. Which type of robotic devices are included in the ban?

Option: Only vacuum cleaners

Option: Only delivery robots

Option: Lawn mowers and delivery robots
Option: Only advanced humanoid robots

5. How do critics view the FCC's approach to the ban?

Option: Prioritizing security measures

Option: Not prioritizing actual security measures
Option: Focusing only on US manufacturers
Option: Encouraging international cooperation

6. What is required for US companies to avoid penalties under the new regulations?

Option: Manufacturing only in China
Option: Sourcing components domestically
Option: Manufacturing only in Europe
Option: Exporting robots abroad
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True-False

7. The ban only affects advanced humanoid robots entering the US.

8. Current models like Roombas are included in the ban.

9. The FCC plans to categorize existing technologies under the new regulation.

10. Critics believe the ban is effectively prioritizing national security.

11. Most robot vacuums are manufactured by US companies.

12. Foreign companies must commit to US production to reduce security risks.

Gap-Fill

13. The ban announced by the Trump administration targets advanced robotic devices that weigh over

pounds.
14. Robot vacuums like Roombas are currently considered from the ban.
15. Critics say the FCC’s ban does not prioritize actual measures.
16. Many companies are urged to commit to robots in the US.

17. Matic may need to prove that a significant percentage of its components are
sourced.

18. The implications for new models of robots in the US market remain

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Advanced robotic devices 2. Federal Communications Commission 3. 4.4 pounds 4. Lawn
mowers and delivery robots 5. Not prioritizing actual security measures 6. Sourcing components
domestically

True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. 4.4 14. safe 15. security 16. manufacturing 17. domestically 18. unclear
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