
US Proposes New Port Fees on Chinese Ships

Description

The Trump administration has recently announced a strategy aimed at levying port charges on Chinese
vessels in an effort to rejuvenate domestic shipbuilding and counteract China's preeminence in the maritime
industry. The proclamation from the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) appears less draconian than an
earlier proposal from February, which suggested imposing fees as high as $1.5 million (£1.1 million) for each
American port visited by Chinese maritime traffic.

Under this new framework, implementation of these charges is slated to occur within 180 days, with
incremental increases anticipated over the following years. The USTR commented that "China has largely
achieved its dominance goals, severely disadvantaging U.S. companies, workers, and the overall economy."

Fees are structured to be contingent on various metrics: for bulk vessels, charges will correlate with cargo
weight, while container ships will incur fees based on their carrying capacity. Specifically, Chinese ship
owners and operators will see an initial charge of $50 per ton, escalating by $30 annually for three years.
Conversely, fees for vessels constructed in China will commence at $18 per ton or $120 per container, also
rising over time.

Certain exemptions apply—empty vessels arriving for bulk exports like coal or grain, as well as inter-
American shipping and U.S.-Canadian vessels operating in the Great Lakes, will not be subject to these new
regulations.

Concerns have been expressed regarding potential disruptions to global commerce, particularly given
President Trump's existing tariff regime, which has already redirected cargo destined for U.S. ports toward
European destinations. The ramifications of these policies could lead to increased prices for American
consumers while simultaneously fostering significant congestion at ports in the European Union and the
United Kingdom.

Vocabulary List:

1. Levying /ˈlɛv.i.ɪŋ/ (verb): To impose a tax fee or fine.
2. Rejuvenate /rɪˈdʒuː.və.neɪt/ (verb): To make someone or something look or feel younger fresher or more lively.
3. Preeminence /priˈɛm.ɪ.nəns/ (noun): The state of being superior to all others in a particular area.
4. Draconian /drəˈkoʊ.ni.ən/ (adjective): Excessively harsh or severe.
5. Contingent /kənˈtɪn.dʒənt/ (adjective): Subject to chance; dependent on other conditions.
6. Ramifications /ˌræməfɪˈkeɪʃənz/ (noun): Complex or unwelcome consequences of an action or event.
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the term used to describe discussions held to reach an agreement? 
    Option: Advancements
    Option: Negotiations
    Option: Rejuvenate
    Option: Skepticism

2. Which term means to surrender or give in to pressure? 
    Option: Capitulate
    Option: Levying
    Option: Ameliorate
    Option: Malaise

3. Which term refers to a general feeling of discomfort unease or depression? 
    Option: Prosperity
    Option: Volatility
    Option: Malaise
    Option: Impeding

4. What is the term for the process of making something stable or steady? 
    Option: Escalated
    Option: Strain
    Option: Stabilization
    Option: Industriousness

5. Which term means to make something or someone look or feel younger fresher or more lively? 
    Option: Ramifications
    Option: Rejuvenate
    Option: Preeminence
    Option: Contingent

6. What term means superiority over others in status or position? 
    Option: Disclosed
    Option: Projected
    Option: Preeminence
    Option: Regulations

7. Which term describes measures that are excessively harsh or severe? 
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    Option: Levying
    Option: Draconian
    Option: Contingent
    Option: Significant

8. Which term means a rapid increase in numbers or widespread existence? 
    Option: Negotiations
    Option: Proliferation
    Option: Escalated
    Option: Embark

9. What term is used to describe something that has increased in intensity or extent? 
    Option: Trepidation
    Option: Impeding
    Option: Ameliorate
    Option: Escalated

10. What are the consequences or implications of an action or event? 
    Option: Emboldened
    Option: Ramifications
    Option: Prosperity
    Option: Stabilization

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The success of the project was largely due to the  of the team members. 

12. She approached the interview with a sense of  unsure of what to expect. 

13. Investing in the stock market comes with a high level of  due to rapid price 

changes. 

14. The decision to cut costs had unforeseen  on employee morale. 

15. The government announced that it would be  new taxes on imported goods. 

16. The company  details of the merger in a press release. 

17. Based on current trends the analysts  a decrease in sales for the next quarter. 
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18. Compliance with industry  is essential to avoid penalties. 

19. The discovery of a new treatment for the disease is a  breakthrough in medical 

science. 

20. Efforts are underway to  the living conditions in the poverty-stricken region. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The research team's efforts led to significant technological breakthroughs and in the field.

22. There was widespread among the public regarding the effectiveness of the new government policies.

23. After years of preparation the explorers were finally ready to on their journey to the unknown.

24. The constant pressure and workload started to take a toll on his health leading to increased .

25. The lack of funding was progress on the construction project.

26. A sense of lingered over the company following the announcement of layoffs.

27. The economic reforms resulted in a period of unprecedented growth and for the nation.

28. The success of the event was on favorable weather conditions.

29. The charity's mission is to the suffering of impoverished communities around the world.

30. The remarkable progress made by the team was a testament to their dedication and .

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Negotiations 2. Capitulate 3. Malaise 4. Stabilization 5. Rejuvenate 6. Preeminence
7. Draconian 8. Proliferation 9. Escalated 10. Ramifications
Gap-Fill: 11. Industriousness 12. Trepidation 13. Volatility 14. Repercussions 15. Levying 16. Disclosed
17. Projected 18. Regulations 19. Significant 20. Ameliorate
Matching sentence: 1. Advancements 2. Skepticism 3. Embark 4. Strain 5. Impeding 6. Malaise 7. Prosperity
8. Contingent 9. Ameliorate 10. Industriousness
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