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Vanishing Ghost Island Rises from Ocean: A Fascinating Phenomenon
Description

A mysterious island appeared in the Caspian Sea in early 2023 and is now disappearing again. Two NASA
satellites captured the island vanishing between 2023 and 2024.

Satellite image of the Kumani bank appearing and disappearing between 2022 and 2024.

The island is on the tip of the Kumani bank mud volcano off Azerbaijan. It pops up randomly when the
volcano erupts and can last about two years before sinking.

In 2023, the island surfaced quietly, surprising scientists. Geophysicist Mark Tingay noticed the island on
satellite images. In 2025, NASA chose a picture of the island as its image of the day.

Surprisingly, this isn’t the first time the Kumani island has appeared unnoticed. In 1993, another island
formed but wasn’t reported.

Tingay finds it amazing how an island can emerge so close to the coast without anyone noticing in today’s
connected world.
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