
Wendy Williams’ publicist criticizes documentary for exploiting the TV
celebrity.

Description

Wendy Williams, previously a prominent figure on daytime television, is now the centerpiece of a
controversial documentary that critics have branded 'exploitative'. “Where Is Wendy Williams,” an
encompassing two-part docuseries by Lifetime, portrays the ex-host as frequently bewildered, even failing
to identify her manager at one juncture. This manager is depicted confronting her about discarded alcohol
containers found in her home.

Shawn Zanotti, who features in the aforementioned docuseries and became Williams’ publicist in 2021,
lambasted the filmmakers responsible in an exclusive dialogue with NBC News. "I perceived Williams being
manipulated," conveyed Zanotti. "She was under the impression we were promoting the revival of her
career. I firmly believe she'd be horrified to observe herself presented in such a manner."

Zanotti maintains that what was broadcasted deviated vastly from the project discussed. "This contravenes
the undertaking that Williams acceded to, and strays from the project that the producers portrayed to me,"
she expounded. A day prior to the documentary's unveiling, Williams' management team issued a public
statement detailing her admission into a treatment facility and subsequent diagnosis with primary
progressive aphasia and frontotemporal dementia.

In a rebuttal during a discourse with TODAY.com, the documentary's creators insist that they remained
ignorant of Williams' condition throughout production, but conceded that her demeanor varied considerably
from day to day. Showrunner Erica Hanson asserted that the team perceived the story as both intricate and
sensitive, sparking a commitment to address it with utmost respect and caution. Zanotti remains skeptical
of these claims.

Additionally, the producer, Mark Ford, told TODAY.com that Williams consented to the entire filming process.
Contrary to this, Zanotti deems the series as nothing more than a spectacle aimed to secure financial gain
and high viewer ratings, accusing the series of putting Williams in a poor light. Zanotti also claimed her own
misrepresentation in the series and expressed concern over Williams' wellbeing. She believes the
docuseries does not reflect how Williams would want to be remembered.

Speculation about Williams’ health had been rampant since a live on-air fainting incident in 2017. Williams
hosted the hugely popular 'The Wendy Williams Show' from 2008 to 2021. During its run, she candidly
discussed her battles with substance addiction and mental health issues. However, in light of recent events,
her professional future remains uncertain as she continues to combat health concerns.
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1. Exploitative // (adjective): Taking advantage of someone or a situation in an unfair or unethical manner.
2. Bewildered // (adjective): Confused or puzzled.
3. Confronting // (adjective): Facing or challenging directly.
4. Prominent // (adjective): Famous or well-knownoften in a position of authority.
5. Manipulated // (verb): To control or influence someone or something in a clever or unfair way.
6. Skeptical // (adjective): Doubting or questioning the validity of something.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term is used to describe a person or thing that saves one from difficulty or danger? 
    Option: Hardships
    Option: Respected
    Option: Lifesaver
    Option: Predicament

2. What term refers to a practical approach to problems and affairs? 
    Option: Speculating
    Option: Pragmatism
    Option: Recovery
    Option: Conveyed

3. Which term describes a severe flood or overwhelming rush? 
    Option: Afficionado
    Option: Uproar
    Option: Deluge
    Option: Confronting

4. What term denotes a line of rulers from the same family or group? 
    Option: Manipulated
    Option: Skeptical
    Option: Nuptial
    Option: Dynasty

5. What term is used to describe something of considerable importance size or worth? 
    Option: Progeny
    Option: Lavish
    Option: Illustrious
    Option: Substantial
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6. Which term describes a person experiencing great pain anxiety or sorrow? 
    Option: Decease
    Option: Inquest
    Option: Illustrious
    Option: Distressed

7. What word is used to describe people who are mourning the death of a loved one? 
    Option: Solace
    Option: Bewildered
    Option: Bereaved
    Option: Exploitative

8. Which term denotes forming a theory or conjecture without firm evidence? 
    Option: Uproar
    Option: Speculating
    Option: Conveyed
    Option: Aficionado

9. What term means to handle or control cleverly or unfairly? 
    Option: Lavish
    Option: Prominent
    Option: Manupulated
    Option: Skeptical

10. Which term means well-known respected and admired for past achievements? 
    Option: Progeny
    Option: Decease
    Option: Illustrious
    Option: Inquest

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Facing  can sometimes lead to personal growth and resilience. 

12. Her  approach to problem-solving often yielded innovative solutions. 

13. The lack of rainfall  the already dire situation in the drought-affected region. 

14. The controversial decision caused a political  among the citizens. 

15. As an  of vintage cars he collected classic automobiles from the early 20th 
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century. 

16. She was a  figure in the field of medicine known for her groundbreaking 

research. 

17. The couple celebrated their  vows in a beautiful outdoor ceremony. 

18. The monarch's eldest son was next in line to the throne as the heir to the royal 

. 

19. The billionaire's mansion was decorated in  style with opulent furnishings and 

extravagant artwork. 

20. The official cause of his  was determined to be a heart attack. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. After years of dedicated service he was highly regarded and by his colleagues.

22. Finding himself in a difficult he had to make a tough decision to resolve the situation.

23. The patient's rapid after the surgery impressed the medical team.

24. Lost in the maze of streets he looked around feeling utterly .

25. the harsh realities of life she knew she had to stay strong and face them head-on.

26. The company's practices were exposed leading to public outrage and legal action.

27. The jury remained of the defendant's alibi raising doubts about his innocence.

28. The sudden death prompted an official to determine the cause of the tragic event.

29. The artist received international acclaim for his masterful paintings.

30. In times of grief finding in the support of loved ones can bring comfort and peace.
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Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Lifesaver 2. Pragmatism 3. Deluge 4. Dynasty 5. Substantial 6. Distressed 7. Bereaved
8. Speculating 9. Manupulated 10. Illustrious
Gap-Fill: 11. Hardships 12. Unconventional 13. Exacerbated 14. Uproar 15. Afficionado 16. Prominent 17. 
Nuptial 18. Progeny 19. Lavish 20. Decease
Matching sentence: 1. Respected 2. Predicament 3. Recovery 4. Bewildered 5. Confronting 6. Exploitative
7. Skeptical 8. Inquest 9. Illustrious 10. Solace
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