
White House Engages on Reddit to Combat Hurricane Misinformation

Description

The Biden-Harris administration has embarked upon a pioneering initiative to “engage constituents in their
digital habitats” by inaugurating a dedicated Reddit user account.

As President Biden cautioned on Tuesday concerning the impending threat posed by Hurricane Milton,
heralded as the most formidable storm to ravage Florida in over a century, the White House has proactively
sought to disseminate accurate information through its engagement on Reddit.

The Reddit account u/whitehouse commenced its postings on Tuesday afternoon, elucidating the Biden
administration and FEMA’s concerted efforts in response to Hurricane Helene, alongside updates on the
preparedness initiatives regarding Milton. This endeavor constitutes a strategic response aimed at
monitoring and counteracting online misinformation related to hurricanes with timely and authoritative
updates concerning federal resources and actions.

The White House's previously dormant account, established in January 2021, has begun engaging with U.S.
state subreddits, having already contributed to discussions in r/NorthCarolina and r/Georgia. An official
announcement, as reported by The Hill, indicated that the account aims to address misinformation in
broader subreddits, such as r/politics, thereby clarifying federal actions in collaboration with state and local
authorities.

Once perceived as a nebulous segment of the Internet, Reddit has evolved into a prominent platform for
community-driven news and information, particularly as users increasingly migrate from Twitter in the wake
of its recent transformations. Originally founded in 2005 by University of Virginia graduates Alexis Ohanian
and Steve Huffman, Reddit went public in March, under Huffman's leadership.

The new initiative has met with varying degrees of effectiveness. A post in r/NorthCarolina successfully
detailed FEMA's deployment of resources post-Hurricane Helene, although a query from a user named
WillowSmothsBFF cast doubt on its authenticity; the White House promptly confirmed, “Yep, it’s really us!”

Conversely, a post on r/Georgia faced initial delays, as moderators expunged it, but recognizing the
legitimacy of the u/whitehouse account, they reinstated it shortly thereafter.

Editor’s Note: This narrative has been amended to incorporate the r/Georgia moderators' decision to 
approve the White House's informational post regarding Hurricane Helene.

Vocabulary List:

1. Initiative /ɪˈnɪʃ.ə.tɪv/ (noun): An active role in initiating something; a strategy or plan.
2. Disseminate /dɪˈsem.ɪ.neɪt/ (verb): To spread or distribute information widely.
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https://thehill.com/people/joe-biden/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/4921781-hurricane-milton-florida-biden-100-years/
https://www.inc.com/melissa-angell/hurricane-milton-is-crashing-towards-florida-as-sba-disaster-relief-funding-runs-low-can-congress-help-while-its-out-of-town/90982942
https://www.inc.com/kit-eaton/openai-pitches-white-house-on-creating-gigantic-data-centers.html
https://www.inc.com/kit-eaton/reddit-tweaks-protest-policies-to-keep-users-in-check/90982498
https://www.reddit.com/user/whitehouse/
https://www.inc.com/bruce-crumley/national-local-businesses-help-victims-dig-out-from-helenes-damage/90982597
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/4922321-white-house-reddit-hurricane-milton/
https://www.reddit.com/r/NorthCarolina/comments/1fz6m28/quick_update_on_the_bidenharris_administrations/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Georgia/comments/1fz7y6v/quick_update_on_the_bidenharris_administrations/


3. Fortified /ˈfɔːr.tɪ.faɪd/ (adjective): Strengthened or enriched especially in context to resilience.
4. Impending /ɪmˈpen.dɪŋ/ (adjective): About to happen; imminent.
5. Misinformation /ˌmɪs.ɪn.fəˈmeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): False or inaccurate information; misleading information.
6. Engagement /ɪnˈɡeɪdʒ.mənt/ (noun): Participation or involvement in an activity or event.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the meaning of the word "Protracted"? 
    Option: A. Prolonged or extended
    Option: B. Quick and brief
    Option: C. Sudden and unexpected
    Option: D. Temporary and fleeting

2. Which word can be a synonym for "Scrutiny"? 
    Option: A. Examination
    Option: B. Relaxation
    Option: C. Indifference
    Option: D. Isolation

3. What is the opposite of "Exclusive"? 
    Option: A. Inclusive
    Option: B. Unique
    Option: C. Limited
    Option: D. Selective

4. Which word describes beauty and sophistication? 
    Option: A. Peculiarity
    Option: B. Extravagance
    Option: C. Elegance
    Option: D. Crudeness

5. What does it mean to "Engage"? 
    Option: A. Disconnect
    Option: B. Avoid
    Option: C. Involve
    Option: D. Separate

6. What is the opposite of "Misinformation"? 
    Option: A. Falsehood

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 2
www.esl-news.com



    Option: B. Accuracy
    Option: C. Deception
    Option: D. Inaccuracy

7. Which word means taking the first step or action? 
    Option: A. Stagnation
    Option: B. Initiative
    Option: C. Procrastination
    Option: D. Delay

8. What does "Accessibility" refer to? 
    Option: A. Complexity
    Option: B. Approachability
    Option: C. Exclusivity
    Option: D. Difficulty

9. Which word means to spread or distribute something widely? 
    Option: A. Concentrate
    Option: B. Isolate
    Option: C. Disseminate
    Option: D. Gather

10. What does "Fortified" mean? 
    Option: A. Strengthened
    Option: B. Weakened
    Option: C. Protected
    Option: D. Attacked

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. To improve efficiency the company eliminated  in its operations. 

12. The new technology  the way we communicate. 

13. The fashion designer created a  suit for the celebrity. 

14. One's  of a situation can greatly impact their response to it. 

15. The bakery is known for its  bread made by skilled bakers. 

16. The scientist's research was considered  in the field of medicine. 
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17. The local representative met with their  to address community concerns. 

18. The dark clouds indicated an  storm on the horizon. 

19. The luxury brand maintained an aura of  to attract discerning customers. 

20. The mysterious storyline of the novel added to its . 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The company decided to train its entire in new skills to enhance productivity.

22. The professor is highly in the academic community for her groundbreaking research.

23. The museum director a special exhibit featuring rare artifacts from ancient civilizations.

24. It is crucial to fact-check information to prevent the spread of .

25. Active community is essential for the success of the new initiative.

26. The artist drew inspiration from the urban of the city for his latest painting.

27. Leaders must uphold a high level of to earn the trust of their followers.

28. The lack of rain the drought conditions in the region.

29. The boutique caters to a clientele looking for unique and high-quality products.

30. The club membership is and by invitation only.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. A. Prolonged or extended 2. A. Examination 3. A. Inclusive 4. C. Elegance 5. C. Involve
6. B. Accuracy 7. B. Initiative 8. B. Approachability 9. C. Disseminate 10. A. Strengthened
Gap-Fill: 11. redundancies 12. revolutionizes 13. bespoke 14. perception 15. artisanal 16. groundbreaking
17. constituents 18. impending 19. exclusivity 20. allure
Matching sentence: 1. workforce 2. esteemed 3. curated 4. misinformation 5. engagement 6. milieu
7. accountability 8. exacerbated 9. discerning 10. exclusive
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