
Why Are Fish Hiding in Their Habitats?

Description

Remoras are small fish known for their ability to attach themselves to larger animals. They have a suction
cup on their heads that allows them to cling to creatures like sharks, rays, and turtles. Traditionally, it was
believed that this relationship benefited both parties. Remoras eat parasites and dead skin from their hosts,
while gaining protection and transport. However, new research suggests this connection may not be as
helpful as once thought.

Emily Yeager, a PhD student at the University of Miami, highlights a series of troubling findings about
remoras. A 2025 study showed that sea turtles with remoras grazed less, and the scientists saw only one
example of a remora cleaning a turtle's shell. In fact, some remoras were observed entering their host's
bodies, including whale sharks.

Yeager's latest paper argues that remoras might act more like pests. This study revealed that remoras have
been found inside the cloacas of manta rays. The term "cloacal diving" was used to describe this unusual
behaviour. Yeager and her team collected footage showing remoras inserting themselves into manta rays,
causing concern about possible harm.

Researchers continue to explore these interactions. They suspect that a remora inside a manta ray's cloaca
could cause damage or interfere with important functions like breathing and reproduction. Yeager believes
this research offers new insights into the complex relationships between remoras and their hosts.

Vocabulary List:

1. suction //ˈsʌkʃən// (noun): a strong pulling force made by air or liquid
2. parasites //ˈpærəˌsaɪts// (noun): small animals that live on other animals
3. hosts //hoʊsts// (noun): animals that carry other animals on their bodies
4. grazed //ɡreɪzd// (verb): ate plants or grass in slow, small amounts
5. cloacas //kloʊˈækəz// (noun): openings animals use for waste and reproduction
6. interfere //ˌɪntərˈfɪr// (verb): make it harder for something to work properly

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What do remoras primarily attach themselves to? 
    Option: Other fish
    Option: Larger animals
    Option: Coral reefs
    Option: Submarine structures

2. What do remoras use to cling to their hosts? 
    Option: Claws
    Option: Teeth
    Option: Suction cup
    Option: Gills

3. What was one benefit traditionally attributed to the relationship between remoras and their hosts? 
    Option: Remoras eat host's flesh
    Option: Hosts provide remoras with shelter
    Option: Remoras clean parasites off hosts
    Option: Hosts transport remoras to different locations

4. Who conducted the study mentioned concerning the relationship between remoras and their hosts? 
    Option: Dr. Richard Dawkins
    Option: Emily Yeager
    Option: Dr. Jane Goodall
    Option: Prof. Charles Darwin

5. In what year did the study about sea turtles and remoras take place? 
    Option: 2020
    Option: 2021
    Option: 2022
    Option: 2025

6. What unusual behavior was observed in remoras in relation to manta rays? 
    Option: Eating their scales
    Option: Climbing onto their backs
    Option: Inserting themselves into their cloacas
    Option: Cleaning their eyes
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True-False

7. Remoras are known to detach easily from larger animals. 

8. Traditionally, the relationship between remoras and their hosts was seen as purely beneficial. 

9. Emily Yeager is a PhD student at Harvard University. 

10. Some remoras were found inside the bodies of whale sharks. 

11. Cloacal diving refers to normal behavior for remoras. 

12. Researchers believe remoras may cause damage to their hosts in some cases. 

Gap-Fill

13. Remoras are small fish known for their ability to attach themselves to . 

14. The suction cup on a remora's head allows it to cling to . 

15. Emily Yeager is a  student at the University of Miami. 

16. A 2025 study showed that sea turtles with remoras grazed . 

17. Remoras were observed inserting themselves into the  of manta rays. 

18. Yeager believes this research offers new insights into the complex relationships between remoras and 

their . 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Larger animals 2. Suction cup 3. Remoras clean parasites off hosts 4. Emily Yeager 5. 
2025 6. Inserting themselves into their cloacas
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. larger animals 14. creatures 15. PhD 16. less 17. cloacas 18. hosts
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term is used to describe a group of organisms that can reproduce together? 
    Option: Genus
    Option: Family
    Option: Species
    Option: Class

2. Which of the following refers to areas close to the ocean? 
    Option: Inland
    Option: Mountain
    Option: Coastal
    Option: Desert

3. What term describes something that can cause death? 
    Option: Benign
    Option: Fatal
    Option: Minor
    Option: Trivial

4. What type of information is passed down from parents to offspring? 
    Option: Cultural
    Option: Genetic
    Option: Environmental
    Option: Social

5. Who provides capital to start-ups in exchange for equity? 
    Option: Customers
    Option: Employees
    Option: Investors
    Option: Suppliers

6. What term describes the act of encouraging or publicizing something? 
    Option: Restricts
    Option: Promotes
    Option: Neglects
    Option: Hinders

7. Which word refers to a close and personal relationship? 
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    Option: Distant
    Option: Casual
    Option: Intimate
    Option: Formal

8. What term is used to celebrate the annual recurrence of a special event? 
    Option: Holiday
    Option: Anniversary
    Option: Memorial
    Option: Celebration

9. What action describes making something available to the public? 
    Option: Conceal
    Option: Discontinue
    Option: Release
    Option: Restrict

10. What process involves taking out a substance from a larger whole? 
    Option: Insertion
    Option: Extraction
    Option: Preparation
    Option: Usage

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The  is a taxonomic rank used in the biological classification of living things. 

12. Certain organisms live and feed on a host, which makes them  usually harmful. 

13. The vacuum cleaner uses  to gather dirt from surfaces. 

14. A computer that provides data or services is often referred to as a . 

15. The team faced a tough challenge but managed to avoid  in the final match. 

16. The police conducted a  on the suspected illegal operation to gather evidence. 

17. The cattle  on the open fields, enjoying the fresh grass. 

18. The process of  crude oil into gasoline is an important industrial activity. 

19. During the conference, the speaker will  the critical issues facing the 
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community. 

20. To fix the software bug, the developers issued a  that users could download. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The community came together to support local businesses during the pandemic.

22. The dinner was held in an intimate setting, fostering deep conversations among friends.

23. The researchers warned that the disease could be fatal if left untreated.

24. The extraction of minerals must be done responsibly to minimize environmental impact.

25. Oil refining is a complex process that transforms crude oil into usable products.

26. The company is introducing a new product line next month to meet customer demands.

27. The hosts of the event ensured that every attendee felt welcome and included.

28. Parasites often depend on their hosts for survival, extracting nutrients.

29. The sheep grazed peacefully in the meadow under the warm sun.

30. The start-up was able to attract several investors interested in innovative technology.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Species 2. Coastal 3. Fatal 4. Genetic 5. Investors 6. Promotes 7. Intimate 8. Anniversary
9. Release 10. Extraction
Gap-Fill: 11. genus 12. parasites 13. suction 14. hosts 15. defeat 16. raid 17. grazed 18. refining 19. address
20. patch
Matching sentence: 1. community 2. intimate 3. fatal 4. extraction 5. refining 6. introducing 7. hosts 8. 
parasites 9. grazed 10. investors
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