
Why Retailers Are Ditching Traditional Holiday Calendars

Description

The seasonal strategies of retailers have been significantly influenced by the preferences of holiday
shoppers. Samantha Kowalczyk, residing in Wilmington, Delaware, exemplifies this trend as she eagerly
anticipates indulging in eggnog-flavored coffee and surrounding herself with cinnamon-scented candles and
other festive aromas well before the official start of the holiday shopping season on November 1st.
Kowalczyk advocates for the availability of seasonal flavors and scents throughout the year, a sentiment
that appears to be shared by many others.

Responding to escalating customer demands, various retailers such as Bath and Body Works, Balsam Hill,
Whole Foods Market, and Krispy Kreme have launched their holiday collections earlier than usual. This
strategy aims to extend the shopping period for consumers, especially given the shorter timeframe between
Thanksgiving and Christmas this year.

Noteworthy shifts in consumer behavior have prompted other stores like Walmart and Stew Leonard's to
advertise Thanksgiving and holiday products weeks in advance. The appeal of seasonal excitement propels
shoppers to seek out festive items earlier than ever before, as illustrated by a growing trend in thematic
merchandise sales throughout the year.

While some shoppers, like Jamie Bercaw from Owega, New York, prefer a more traditional approach to
seasonal shopping tied to the calendar, others, such as Jake Tavello of Stew Leonard's, find joy in embracing
the festive spirit ahead of time, especially during challenging times marked by global uncertainties and
societal stressors.

This changing landscape in the retail industry is further underscored by retailers recognizing the importance
of adapting to consumer preferences, earlier seasonal releases, and expanding product offerings to cater to
a diverse customer base. With supply chains facing challenges and shoppers seeking moments of joy amidst
turbulence, the retail sector is navigating a complex terrain of consumer behaviors and market dynamics.

Vocabulary List:

1. Indulging /ɪnˈdʌldʒɪŋ/ (verb): Allowing oneself to enjoy a particular pleasure or luxury.
2. Aromas /əˈroʊ.məs/ (noun): Fragrant or sweet odors; smells often associated with food or other pleasant 

experiences.
3. Escalating /ˈɛs.kə.leɪ.tɪŋ/ (verb): Increasing rapidly or rising in intensity or scope.
4. Thematic /θiːˈmætɪk/ (adjective): Relating to or based on themes or central ideas.
5. Navigating /ˈnæv.ɪ.ɡeɪ.tɪŋ/ (verb): Planning and directing a course; finding one’s way through a complex system 

or situation.
6. Turbulence /ˈtɜr.bjʊ.ləns/ (noun): Violent or unsteady movement often causing disruption or instability.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who exemplifies the trend of indulging in seasonal scents and flavors before the official start of the 
holiday shopping season? 
    Option: Samantha Kowalczyk
    Option: Jamie Bercaw
    Option: Jake Tavello
    Option: Ratan Naval Tata

2. Which retailers have launched their holiday collections earlier than usual? 
    Option: Bath and Body Works
    Option: Walmart
    Option: Amazon
    Option: Costco

3. What is one factor that has prompted the advertisement of Thanksgiving and holiday products weeks in 
advance? 
    Option: Escalating customer demands
    Option: Shorter timeframe between Halloween and Thanksgiving
    Option: Decline in festive retail spirit
    Option: High discounts offered by competitors

4. Who prefers a more traditional approach to seasonal shopping tied to the calendar? 
    Option: Jamie Bercaw
    Option: Samantha Kowalczyk
    Option: Jake Tavello
    Option: Ratan Naval Tata

5. What has the changing landscape in the retail industry underscored the importance of? 
    Option: Adapting to consumer preferences
    Option: Ignoring customer feedback
    Option: Reducing product offerings
    Option: Relying on old marketing strategies
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6. What are retailers recognizing in response to consumer behaviors and market dynamics? 
    Option: Importance of expanding product offerings
    Option: Ignoring market changes
    Option: Consistency in seasonal releases
    Option: Decreasing focus on consumer preferences

True-False

7. Seasonal strategies of retailers are heavily influenced by holiday shoppers' preferences. 

8. Noteworthy shifts in consumer behavior have not impacted retailers like Walmart and Stew Leonard's. 

9. Jake Tavello finds joy in embracing the festive spirit ahead of time. 

10. The supply chains in the retail sector are not facing any challenges according to the text. 

11. The appeal of seasonal excitement propels shoppers to seek out festive items earlier than ever before. 

12. The retail sector is not navigating a complex terrain of consumer behaviors and market dynamics. 

Gap-Fill

13. Samantha Kowalczyk advocates for the availability of seasonal flavors and scents throughout the 

. 

14. Retailers are recognizing the importance of adapting to consumer preferences, earlier seasonal 

releases, and expanding product offerings to cater to a diverse customer base amidst supply chain 

. 

15. Advertisment of Thanksgiving and holiday products weeks in advance is prompted by noteworthy shifts 

in  behavior. 
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16. Some shoppers, like Jamie Bercaw, prefer a more traditional approach to seasonal shopping tied to the 

. 

17. Jake Tavello of Stew Leonard's finds joy in embracing the festive spirit ahead of 

. 

18. The retail sector is navigating a complex terrain of consumer behaviors and market 

. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Samantha Kowalczyk 2. Bath and Body Works 3. Escalating customer demands 4. Jamie 
Bercaw 5. Adapting to consumer preferences 6. Importance of expanding product offerings
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. year 14. challenges 15. consumer 16. calendar 17. time 18. dynamics

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term describes a small increase or improvement? 
    Option: Breakthroughs
    Option: Escalating
    Option: Uptick
    Option: Disruptions

2. What word best describes something that is unique and stands out? 
    Option: Distinctive
    Option: Safeguard
    Option: Mitigate
    Option: Precautionary

3. What term means to introduce new ideas or methods? 
    Option: Sustain
    Option: Revolutionize
    Option: Innovate
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    Option: Competitiveness

4. Which word means to express the essential features of something succinctly? 
    Option: Encapsulate
    Option: Forecast
    Option: Thematic
    Option: Diversify

5. Which term refers to having a great deal of money or wealth? 
    Option: Catalyze
    Option: Indulging
    Option: Affluent
    Option: Aromas

6. What concept focuses on meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs? 
    Option: Indulging
    Option: Sustainability
    Option: Disruption
    Option: Turbulence

7. Which term indicates the action of using capital to start or expand a business? 
    Option: Capitalized
    Option: Distinctions
    Option: Uptick
    Option: Innovate

8. What word implies something not permitted or approved? 
    Option: Divergence
    Option: Unauthorized
    Option: Conventional
    Option: Disruptions

9. Which term means of considerable importance size or worth? 
    Option: Thematic
    Option: Substantial
    Option: Forecast
    Option: Diversify

10. What term refers to the ability of a firm to outperform its rivals? 
    Option: Impacted
    Option: Competitiveness
    Option: Diversify
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    Option: Mitigate

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The invention of the internet  the way we communicate and access 

information. 

12. Companies implement strategies to  risks and reduce potential losses. 

13. Economists use various models to analyze data and  future trends. 

14. Investors often seek to  their portfolios to minimize risk. 

15. After a long week of work she enjoys  in a relaxing spa day. 

16. Tensions between the two countries have been  for months. 

17. It is crucial to  your personal information to prevent identity theft. 

18. Scientific research often leads to significant  in various fields. 

19. The art exhibition showcased works with a common  focus. 

20. The captain was skilled at  through treacherous waters. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The new government policy was intended to spark innovation and growth in the tech industry.

22. Unexpected events can lead to delays and interruptions in the supply chain.

23. The recent changes in regulations greatly influenced the operations of local businesses.

24. Before the storm hit the authorities issued warnings to residents in low-lying areas.

25. The company decided to take a different approach instead of following the methods used in the
industry.

26. The bakery was filled with the delightful of freshly baked goods.
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27. The stock market experienced periods of high due to economic uncertainty.

28. The artist's painting beautifully the essence of rural life.

29. The government implemented measures to the effects of climate change.

30. Meteorologists use advanced technology to accurately weather patterns.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Uptick 2. Distinctive 3. Innovate 4. Encapsulate 5. Affluent 6. Sustainability 7. Capitalized
8. Unauthorized 9. Substantial 10. Competitiveness
Gap-Fill: 11. revolutionized 12. mitigate 13. forecast 14. diversify 15. indulging 16. escalating 17. safeguard
18. breakthroughs 19. thematic 20. navigating
Matching sentence: 1. Catalyze 2. Disruptions 3. Impacted 4. Precautionary 5. Conventional 6. Aromas
7. Turbulence 8. Encapsulate 9. Mitigate 10. Forecast
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